MONTGOMERY PARKS

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
2425 Reedie Drive | Wheaton, MD 20902
MontgomeryParks.org

July 9, 2026

Ms. Natali Fani-Gonzalez
Council President
Montgomery County Council
Council Office Building

100 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, MD 20850

Re: Montgomery Parks Report of Pesticide Use & Alternative Practices, January 1 —June 30, 2026
Dear Council President Fani-Gonzalez,

| am submitting to you the Montgomery Parks Pesticide Use Report for January 1 — June 30, 2026, as
required by Montgomery County Code Section 33B-14: Pesticide Use in County Parks.

During this six-month reporting period, parks staff recorded 11,416 labor hours using alternatives to
pesticides to remove pests at a labor cost of $492,672. The Department of Parks prioritizes alternative
practices as part of its commitment to managing parkland through an integrated pest management
(IPM) lens. Our commitment to IPM includes evaluating and using alternative tools, products compatible
with Montgomery County's Pesticide Law, and methods to manage pests, employing the use of
conventional pesticides conservatively and only as determined necessary by our experienced
licensed/certified staff.

The report features a review of weed management practices used on our athletic fields and the
installation of a pollinator buffer at Pope Farm Nursery. Additionally, there is an update on spotted
lanternfly and beech leaf disease.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

e

Miti Figueredo
Director, Montgomery Parks


https://MontgomeryParks.org
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Semi-Annual Integrated
Pest Management Report
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Overview

In 2015, the Montgomery County Council adopted County Code Sec. 33B — Pesticide Use.
Montgomery Parks began implementing sections of the regulation on July 1, 2016.

As required under the law, Montgomery Parks must submit semi-annual reports to the County
Executive and County Council on or before January 15 and July 15 of each year.

This report covers the period January 1, 2026, through June 30, 2026, and is available to the public in
a manner consistent with the Montgomery County Open Data Act. This report contains the following
information:

1. Registered pesticide usage details, including products compatible with Montgomery County’s
pesticide law*, in County parks during the preceding period, including:

e the common name of each registered and Montgomery County-approved pesticide
used,

e the location of each application,

¢ the date and time of each application, and

e the reason for each use of a registered pesticide or Montgomery County-approved
pesticide.

These data are included in Appendix B and Appendix C.
2. Status of the pesticide-free park program implemented under the law.

Montgomery Parks provides up-to-date information about the department’s Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) Program to the public through multiple channels including a dedicated webpage,
social media, press releases, and a customer service department.

The (MontgomeryParks.org/pesticides) webpage includes information about the IPM program,
pesticide reduction information, frequently asked questions, previous IPM reports, information on
organically managed parks, and a weekly updated schedule of planned pesticide applications
including the location, date, time, product, and reason for the application.

*Products allowed under Montgomery County’s pesticide law must be listed by the National Organics
Standards Board or designated as a minimum risk pesticide under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide,
and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) 25(b).

Montgomery Parks Integrated Pest Management Program

Montgomery Parks follows integrated pest management (IPM) principles to steward resources and
protect them from pests like weeds, insects, animals, and disease that may harm people, plants, or
habitats, impair function, and/or deteriorate infrastructure.


https://MontgomeryParks.org/pesticides

IPM principles combine multiple strategies and techniques to manage pests such as the physical or
mechanical removal of pests, cultural methods to improve soil and plant health, conservation and
introduction of beneficial biological controls, and use of organic as well as conventional human-made
pesticides.

Montgomery Parks manages more than 37,891 acres of parkland that includes 416 parks, 265
playgrounds, 274 athletic fields, 222 outdoor tennis courts, 221 basketball courts, 81 pickleball courts,
and many other amenities.

Montgomery Parks is committed to balancing the demand for recreation while protecting and
conserving our valuable natural and cultural resources to meet the needs of current and future
generations. The Parks Department does not use pesticides for cosmetic purposes. Pesticides are
used as a last resort to control noxious and invasive pests, maintain safe and playable athletic fields
and courts, and prevent significant economic damage, including degradation of park infrastructure.

Alternative Maintenance Practices

Montgomery Parks’ IPM strategy reduces or eliminates
pesticide use through prioritization of alternative pest
management practices. The Parks’ Enterprise Asset
Management System (EAM) tracks labor hours of staff
managing weeds and other pests without pesticides.

Alternative methods used by parks staff include
biological control (using beneficial organisms to control
a pest), cutting and/or digging weeds with equipment,
additional field dragging, use of hot foam or hot water to
kill weeds and other pests, playground surface
grooming beyond maintenance standards, hand tool
weeding, propane flaming, string trimming, and weed
suppression with mulch or landscape fabric. Pictured to
the left is an image of a park employee using a scuffle
hoe to remove weeds on a diamond field.

The following table details the primary alternative maintenance practices staff used from January 1,
2026, through June 30, 2026, including a column for labor hours and associated labor cost for each
alternative maintenance practice. Total labor hours for alternative maintenance practices to control
pests during the reporting period were 11,416 hours at a labor cost of $492,672.



Alternative Maintenance Practice

| Labor Hours

Labor Cost

Biocontrol 15.0 $812
Cut/Dig Weeds 232.3 $10,371
Drag Field 1,672.7 $74,729
Hot Foam 485.0 $20,989
Hand Tool 2,076.3 $84,899
String Trim 6,769.7 $295,645
Weed Suppression 165.5 $5,227
Total: 11,416 $492,672

Organically Managed Parks and Playgrounds Program Update

Montgomery Parks manages 54 parks and all 265 county-wide playgrounds without the use of
conventional pesticides. These spaces are maintained utilizing alternative practices, such as hot
foam, string trimming, mechanical weed removal, and use of products approved by Montgomery
County Code Sec. 33B. A list of these parks is included in Appendix A and on Montgomery Parks’
website at MontgomeryParks.org/pesticides.

For increased clarity, transparency, and consistency with the state’s definition of a pesticide we will
no longer refer to any parks or playgrounds as “pesticide-free.” The state defines a pesticide as any
substance used to control, prevent, destroy, repel, or mitigate any pest. Listed “minimum risk
pesticide” products fall within this definition as well as non-chemical strategies like hot foam. We refer
to these as alternative, environmentally friendly methods for pest management. Parks that were
previously enrolled in Montgomery Parks’ “Pesticide-free Parks Program” are now referred to as
“Organically Managed Parks.”

In situations where a pest posing a risk to human health is detected in a park or on an amenity in an
Organically Managed Park, staff may use a conventional, human-made pesticide on an emergency
basis. For instance, this approach may be taken to control stinging insects found on playgrounds.
Amenities like a playground would be closed during the emergency application and posted with
signage so park patrons were aware.

Since January 2026, staff have completed over 358 work orders to manage pests in organically
managed parks using alternative practices. These work hours equated to over 3,800 hours of labor at
a labor cost of over $129,323.

Alternative practices are implemented on all parkland, not just in playgrounds or parks designated as
organically managed. As part of the Parks Department’s IPM program, staff consider and combine
multiple strategies to manage pest issues, striving for the most environmentally sensitive approach for
a given circumstance. In the last six months, 77 parks (19%) received an application of a pesticide
product, that may be organic or conventional. Given the dynamics of pest management, these
numbers will fluctuate over time due to Montgomery Parks’ commitment to making conscientious,


https://MontgomeryParks.org/pesticides

science-based decisions about managing threats that may be harmful to people, plants, or
infrastructure.

Athletic Field Weed Management

Montgomery Parks maintains 274 athletic fields across the county, including diamond fields for
baseball and softball and rectangular fields for sports such as soccer, football, and lacrosse. Although
these spaces may appear straightforward to the public, they require regular and specialized
maintenance to remain safe, durable, and playable. Our work focuses on managing weeds in skinned
areas and maintaining healthy turf to provide consistent playing surfaces so residents can rely on
these fields throughout the year.

Weed management in skinned areas

Skinned areas are the parts of a baseball or softball field that are required to remain free of
vegetation. They are important safety features that prevent player injuries and allow for predictable
gameplay. If vegetation is not removed, these parts of the field cannot function properly. The bulk of
Montgomery Parks’ pesticide alternative practices occur on the skinned areas.

The weeds on skinned areas are primarily managed mechanically. Most of the weed management is
accomplished through dragging. Dragging is done using specialized equipment that loosens and
smooths the playing surface. This is required grooming for gameplay but also serves to remove any
weeds that have started to grow. Additional dragging can be required just to manage weed growth. In
2025, additional dragging for weed control accounted for 3,825 hours of labor valued at $155,637.
This represents about 75% of the total alternative practices to pesticides that were applied to athletic
fields. In detail areas or small areas with weeds, hand tools like scuffle hoes are used. We also use
non-chemical methods such as propane-flame weeding and hot foam on stubborn areas with weeds.
Occasionally, weed growth cannot be managed successfully through these alternative practices and
we must use pesticides to control the weeds. Organic Material Review Institute-listed products
(products that are approved for use in USDA Organic food production) such as herbicides based on
ammoniated soaps are used to control the weeds until the weeds can be managed through
alternative methods.

Turf management on athletic fields

The basic principles of turfgrass management are similar across field types, whether the field is a
diamond or a rectangular playing surface. The most intensive maintenance occurs on permitted
game-only fields in recreational and regional parks. These locations receive the most intensive use
and have the highest expectations for turf condition. Healthy, dense, weed-free turf is important on
these fields, not for appearance, but for safe footing, consistent ball movement, and overall field
durability.

Our turf program relies first on cultural practices that improve turf vigor and recovery. These include
modifying mowing height and frequency based on weather conditions, aeration to relieve soil
compaction, overseeding and slit seeding to thicken turf cover, and grow tarps to improve



establishment and recovery in heavily worn areas. Fertilization is guided by soil testing and follows
Maryland Department of Agriculture fertilizer requirements. These practices help desirable turfgrass
compete more effectively and reduce the likelihood of bare soil, weeds, and erosion.

Annual weeds can be a challenge to control in bare areas left by the heavy use in our fields.
Sometimes the best option to control annual weed growth is to use pre-emergent herbicides to
prevent weed seed germination. This is an important tool because stopping weeds early is often more
effective and less disruptive than trying to control them after they are established. By reducing weed
competition, we give desirable turfgrass a better chance to remain dense and resilient under heavy
athletic use.

We also monitor fields for disease and insect problems before making treatment decisions. In our
athletic fields, these issues are relatively uncommon, but regular inspection allows us to respond
early and appropriately if problems develop. This monitoring-based approach helps ensure that
treatments are used only when warranted.

Athletic field maintenance is an ongoing process that supports recreation opportunities in our parks.
Grass mowing is the most obvious but managing field surfaces for playability, responding to wear
from heavy use, complying with state and county requirements, and using integrated pest
management practices makes up a significant part of the work. By investing in these maintenance
practices, Montgomery Parks helps ensure that athletic fields remain safe, functional, and ready for
athletes who rely on them each year.

Restoring Resilient and Resistant Native Habitats

In 2023, the Vegetation and Ecology Management Unit began
reintroducing fire to our native habitats. Like rain or sunshine,
fire is an essential ecological process in many of Montgomery
County’s natural habitats. Without it, these systems gradually
lose the structure and diversity that define them and make
them unique. To date, four prescribed burns have been
conducted in high-quality natural areas, including Little Bennett
Regional Park, Serpentine Barrens Conservation Park, and
River Road Shale Barrens Conservation Park.

While fire is not a direct substitute for controlling non-native
invasive species, it provides important benefits that make
native plant communities more resilient to change and more
resistant to invasion. By removing leaf litter and exposing the
soil surface, fire increases sunlight and moisture at ground
level, promoting germination from the native seed bank.
Pictured to the right is a Montgomery Parks staff person in fire
protection clothing, holding a rake during a controlled burn.







