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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING CCMMISSION

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission is a bi-county agency created by
the General Assembly of Maryland in 1927, The Commission's geographic authority covers
most of Montgomery and Prince George's counties. The Commission's planning jurisdiction, the
Maryland-Washington Regional District. comprises 908 square miles; its parks jurisdiction, the
Metropolitan District, comprises 75 square miles.

The Commission has three major functions:

(1)  The preparation, adoption. and, from time to time, amendment or extension of The
General Flan (On Wedges and Corridors) for the Physical Development of the
Maryland-Washington Regianal District within Montgomery and Prince George's

Counies.

{2) The acquisition, development. operation, and maintenance of a public park system.

{3) In Prince George's County anly, the operation of the entire County public recreation
program.

The Commission aperates in each Caunty through a Planning Beard appointed by and

responsible to the County government. The Planning Boards are responsible for
preparation of all local master plans, recommendations on zoning amendments,

administration of subdivision regulations, and general administration of parks.

The Maryland-Naticnal Capital Park and Planning Commission encourages the
Jinvolvement and participation of individuals with disabilities, and its facilities are
accessible. . For assistance with special needs (i.e., large print matenalg, assistive
listening devices, sign language interpretation, etc.), please contact the Community
Relations Office, (301) 485-450Q or TTY {301) 485-1331.
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LEGACY OPEN SPACE
Executive Summary

Legacy Open Space is a boid, new program to conserve Monigomery County’'s most
significant open space as a mgans of protecting the County's environment, quality of life,
and ecanomic vitality. The program identifies natural resources, open space, farmiand, and
historic lands for conservation and creates a comprehensive strategy 1o protect the
County's "green infrastructure.” This focused endeavor heightens the County's commitrment
to open space conservation in rural, suburban, and urban areas.

This functionai master plan establishes the prograrm as a part of the General Plan for
Montgomery County. The master plan includes criteria for identifying potential Legacy
Open Space sites. an initial inventory of the sites known ta meet the criteria, and a pracess
far setting priotities for pratection thraugh acquisition of land or easements. The sites
identified as appropriate for acquisition of land or easements are shown on page 25.

Open space lands offer quiet refuge, environmental protection, recreational and
interpretational opportunity and, often, a setting reflective of aur cultural heritage. Itis clear
that open spaces also defing community character, protect our agricultural economy,
activate urban neighborhoods, and revitalize suburban communities.  Within this open
space environment, there are cerain lands that “rise above the rest’ because of
exceptional values they possess. Legacy Open Space targets lands of exceptional
significance for protection, to assure current and future generations of their quality and

availabiiity.

As Montgomery County becomes increasingly developed and the population continues to
grow, human activity encroaches upon open space lands, which become more precious
and scarce. As stewards of Montgomery County cpen spaces, we have an important
responsibility to conserve and interpret our open space heritage.

Legacy Qpen Space recognizes the critical need to act now to protect exceptional open
spaces for our children and grandchildren. Prior to this plan, funding levels and open
space protection programs were inadequate to protect critical open spaces. Legacy Open
Space builds on our cammitment to open space protection as a way o ensure the
continued extraordinary guality of life in Montgamery Caunty.

1
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LEGACY OPEN SPACE
Significance of Recommendations

LEGACY QPEN SPACE is a bold program that builds on the existing park system to
protect thausands of acres of exceptional open space lands and heritage resources
throughout all of Montgomery County.

LEGACY OPEN SPACE...

Safeguards thousands of acres of exemplary and diverse natural rescurces.

Contributes to the protection aof our water supply by reducing the deveiopment
potential of thousands of acres of land in the Patuxent and Potomac River
Watersheds.

Creates a national medel for heritage protection that embracas historic preservatian
within a broad interpretive setting.

Connects new and existing open spaces to form a 100-mile “ribbon of green” trai
frorm the Potamac River via the Patuxent River to the Northwest Branch.

Greens our urban communities by creating “green boutevards” and protecting key
natural open spaces.

Assists farmers to maintain agricultural uses on “at risk” farmland.

Provides cormmunity eutreach and provides educational opportunities to increase
enjayment and appreciation of these resources.

2
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Resolution No.: 1%-97C
Introduced: July 24, 2601
Adopted: July 24, 2001

COUNTY COUNCIL FOR MONTGOMERY COL'NTY, MARYLAND
SITTTNG AS THE DISTRICT COUNCIL FOR THAT PORTION
OF THE MARYLAND-WASHINGTON REGIONAL DISTRICT

WITHIN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYTL AND

Subject:

Lh

By: District Council

Mazster Plan

On, December 19, 2000, the Montgomery County Planning Board transmutted to the County
Executive and the County Council the Planning Board Draft Legacy Open Space Functional

Master Plan.

The Planning Board Draft Legacy Open Space Functionat Master Plan is a new plan to
conserve Montgemery County’s most signifieant open space as a means of protocting the
County's environment, quality of life, and economic vitalizy. The functional master plan
establishes the propram as a part of the General Plan fir Montgomery County.

On February 28, 2001 the County Executive transmatted 1o the Counly Couneil his comments
an the Planming Board Draft Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan.

On May 8, 2001, the County Council held a puhliz hearing on the Planning Board Draft
Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan. The Master Plan was referred to the Planning,
Housing, and Economi¢ Development Commuttee far review and recommendatien.

On June 4, and Jung 11, 2001 the Planning, Housing, and Economit Development
Committee held worksessions to review the issues raised in connection with the Planning
Board Draft Legacy (lpen Space Functional Master Plan.

On June 12, 2001 the County Council reviewed the Planning Board Draft L epacy Open
Space Functional Master Plan and the recamamendations of the Planning, Housing, and -
Economic Development Committee.



Reznlytion No. 14-970

Aciion

The County Council tor Montgomery County, Marvland sitting as the District Counci

fior that portion of the Maryland-Washington Regional District in Montgomery County,
Marvland, approves the following resolulion:

The Plannming Board Draft Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan, dated December

2000 is approved with revisians. Couneil revisions to the Flanning Beard Draft Legacy Open
Space Functional Master Plan are identilicd below. Deletions to the text of the Plan are
indicated by |brackets], additions by underscoring.

Page 7

IV,

. Amend heading and first paragraph under Section ['V to read:

[POLICY FRAMEWORK] PUBLIC PURPOSE

The Montgomery County Planning Board recogmizes the need to examine the County’ s
nalural environment and cultural heritage and create a somprehensive open space
protection strategy. The public purposes of [(J] open space lands include [offer| quiet
refuge, recreational and educational opportunities, and contributiuns[e] to air quality
impravernent for all County residents, jwhile] Open spaces also reduce[ing| non-point
source pollution, protect the public water supply, {and] provide[ing] significant wildtife
habitat and biodiversity, and often preservy a setting rellective of our cultural heritage.

Page 10: Amend Section VII to read:

¥il.

RELATIONSHIP TO AREA 1||r‘IdJLSTEIw".L PLANS AND FUNCTIONAT. MASTER
PLANS

This functivnal plan amends all area master plans countywide approved as of the date of
the final adoption of the plan to the extent that this plan designates additional sites that
should be considered for park acquisition, easement protection or additional protaction
through lhe development process. All sites indivated in this plan are oot guarantesd o
rcceive: funds oL 10 be fully acguired thmugh Legam {'}pﬂn Spacf: [and| Rather. this pian

with desvelopment nf the property.

There are numercus tools at the County's disposal for protecting important regources.

Zonine, special protection area stams, clustering, designated conservation easements and

dedications are among the tools that do not reguire acquisition. Inclusion in the Legacy
Snace Functignal Master Plan d L al these alternativ hon 1

been rejected a5 a feasible means of protecting the resource. For each Legacy Propertv,
. )
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the {ull range of tapls available under the existing zoning d be considered before a
decision is mmade o gcquire a property.

For Legacy sites, this Plan does not alter zoning or other land use recommendations
found jn ae lans gr funciional master plans. During the review of area master

plans, the Plannine Boand and Couneil should identify the best lapd use and zoning for
each site, without allowing a Legacy designation to influence the avaluation af zoning

options. Some Leapacy sites may be developed in aceerdance with master plans and

zoning if other fumkling priorilies preclude protection. [For example] In addition,
designation of & Lepacy site [will] should not he the hasis for denying or approvine a

pronnsad sewer and water catego unty Sewer and Water Plan.
Similaxly, the svailabilitv of water and sawer to a praperty will not influence the decision

ta designate a Legacy site. The basie for evaluating sewer and water category changes is

the Sewer and Water Plan and relevant area master plans.

Page 12: Amend Table 1 as follows:

" el



Table 1. Tools to Protect Green Infrastructure in Montgomery County
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Resolution No. 14-970

Pagpc 15: Amend last bullet on page to read:

= The Resourse provides a significant opportunity to a) increase access to public open
space in cammunities with high population densities, b) to protegt scarce open space
it an urbanized community, or c) to improve the character of [an existing urhan] a
ereen boulevard of countywide ar repional sipnificance.

Pages 20-21: Amend text under “Resource Category #6: Protection of Urban Open Spaces” to read:

Urban open spaces are penerally thought of as undeveloped outdoor spaces, defined by
buildings or streets that provide attractive amenity spaces and narurgl areas in urban
arezs. While they are generally landscaped green arcas, lhey may also include urban
forest, “[urban] green boulevards®”, private open spaces, school grounds, and parks that
serve urhan rasidents. Criteria for identifying sites in this category include:

a) Key open spaces along major [baulevards] highways

b} Vacant land within existing urban neighborhoods

¢) Important urban natural areas, especially if they promote interconnection of the
urban green infrastructure

Pages 2]-24: Amend sections XI und XII and add new section XII as follows:

XL [SELECTION] CLASSIFICATION OF SBITES

The mastar plan recognizes that not all sites suggested during the preparation of the
master plan have been thoroughly cvaluated for inclusion in the plan. This decument,
thercfore, identifies [two groups] three clagses of sites to be considerad as part of the
master pian. [Category 1 and 2] Class 1 and IT sites, detailed and mapped in each
resource seetion (pages 27-73), are those that clearly meet the eriteria and are considerad
appropmate for Legacy funding. [Category 3] Class [17 sites, listed [and mapped] in
Appendix D, require further study 1o determine whether they meet Lhe criteria and 1o
delineats the size and configuration of those portions of the properties that are most
suitabie for inclusion in Legacy Open Space. In addition, the potential for conflicts with
other County goals must be evaluared. In case a portion of parkland proposed for
acouisition under the Legacy program contains a County approved right-of-way for
future transportation facilities, the Park and Planpine Departmenl will consider at time of
acguisition whether that portion should be desienated for future conpveyance to the
appropriate transportation authority.

[These] Sites in the varipus glasses will be handled as follows:

Class I [Category ] - Sites Included in Master Plan with reservation option
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If a [spacific] site is lisled in the Natural Resources category (pages 35-37, excluding the
Broad Run Stream System) reenway Conpections category (pages SU-60) or in the
Trban Open Space category (page 73) and mapped on page 26, it will be protected in the
following ways:

» If developroent is proposed, [the entire siie or a portion thereof may be put in
reservation for a period up to three years.] the proposed development will be

evajuated fur the extent of resource protection pryvided through development dasign
and various regulatory [ools.

= [fihe determipation is made that the site would be adeguately projected by the
development revigw process and resulting dedication pr gasements, the site may
continue through the development process.

s [fthe determination is made thet the site would ngt be adequately protected by the

developmen! revigw process, the entire site or a portion of the site will be identified
for jdedication,] acquisition or casement.
#  The site or 2 portion thereof will be targeted for legacy funding [or protection]
accordimg 1o the prucess for setting pnorities.
. g entire si{e: or 8 portion thereof may be put in reservati

*  }f pecessary. condernnation power mav be used to complete the acquigition.

v Available funding and the progess for seiting priorities may not necessarily result in
acyuisition of, or easements on, every property ilentified. '

= 1f the Countv decides not to purchase a propertv ar the expiration of the reservation
period, the property mav be daveloped according to the apolicable master plan’s land

use and zpning, Emphasis will be placed on protection of as much of the resourge or
interest as possible throuyh the development design process.

Class 1 |Category 2] — Sites Included in the Master Plan

for a period

- All other sites not insluded in {Category 1] Clags [ and listed in the tables on pages 37
{the Broad Rup Stream System only), 44, 52-34, [58-60,) 66, and 73 (Grecn Boulevards
- and Regional Park site) are considered part of the plan, but will not be considered for

placement in reservation.

= - [f development is proposed, the proposed development will be evaluated for the
extent of resource prtection provided through development desi d various

regulatory tools.
»  [{the detempination is made that the site would be adequately protected by the

development review process and resulting dedication or easements, the site may
coptinue through the development pracess.
«  ]f the determination is made that the site would ng{ be adeguately protgeted by the

develgpment revigw process, the entire site or & portion of the site jmay] will be
identified for [dedication,] acquisition or easernent,
= The site or a portion thereof may be targeted for legacy funding or protection

accarding to the process for satting priorities.
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s Available funding und the process for setting priorities may not necessarily resulr in
acquisiticn of or easements on every property identified.
= If necessarv, condempation power may be used to complete the acquisition.

» Ifthe Counry dnes not procesd with acquisition of the site, the property may be
developed according to the applicable master plan’s land use and zonine.

Class 111 [Category 3] — Sites Included in Appendix D

This [category] class includes sites that were nominated for inclusion in this plan but have not

been fully evaluated. The master plan proposes a process for further study and potential

incarppration into-the Legacy Open Space program (see section X]T for more details).

v QOwners of Class T sites may initiate the process for funther study of their properties

by submitting a written request to staff. Staff will alsa conduct independent studies

of existing Class [1] sites as part of the process for adding new sites, changing the

lave] af nrataction qurlined in Section XII, ar if development is praposed or the
resources on the site are threatened.

s jII'develapment is praposed or the resources on the site are threatened, the site may
be studied to] Whather owner- or staff- initiated, the study will determine whether [it]
a site meets the Legacy Criteria and make recommendations to the Planning Board

and County Council, as appropriate.
»  Saff will attempr to complete owner-initiated studias of Class IT] sites and report to

the Planning Board ils recommendations within 90 davs, Scme natyral resources

categorv and other propertiss mav require loneer, seasonally-determiped study
periods; in no case shall such studies mun longer than one year from the date of owner

request.
s Ifthe sitc meets the criteria, it may be recommended for addition (o the Legacy

gcquisition program as a Class 1 or IT site and targetad far priority funding according
to the process lor setting prionties.

»  Keyresources on [some of these] sites that are not added (o the Lesacv Program may
be protected through the development process.

VYoluntary Reservation

Property awners of sites that are identified for acquisition in either Class T or [T may be
able 0 enter inte a voluniary reservation contract with M-NCPPC. Voluntary

reservation, which requites the consent of both parties, provides tax benefits to the

property owner during the perind that M-NCPPC i5 saskinpg funding sources to acquire

the propertv in reservation. Voluntarv reservation is usually a vne-vear contract that is

renewable on an annual basis and can be renswed indefinitely. Voluntary reservation
entered into under this mastar plan does not inhibit the Commissicn from placing a Clags

I propedty in inveluntary reservation for the time allotted bv Jaw, Sce the subdivision

repulations (Section 50-31 of Monteomery County Code) far current information on
valuntary and involuntary reservation.




Resolution Ho. 14-370

Propertics Being Acquired Using Other Fundine Sources

There are numergus propertias that the Co as acquired ar will review for acquisition
using funding sources cther Legag en Space that crwise have been

candidates for inclusion in the Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan as a Class T
resourge. Examples of such properties include those in the Paint Branch area which have

and would be purchased o protect natugal reggurecs. These purchases are equally
signitizant as those identificd in this Plan and have the same stajus as Class | respurces in

this Plan. Should ather funding for thesc resources become unavailable, M-NCPPC
should use Lesacy Open Space funds to pay for such ¢xeeptional pneging acquisition or

protection efforts. ™o master plan amendment or addirional study approvals would he
reguired for M-NCPPC 1o pursue acquisition or use reservation autharity for Paint
Branch properties.

PROCESS FOR ADDING NEW PROPERTIES QR CHANGING LEVEL OF
PROTECTION FOR EXISTING LEGACY FROPERTIES

The Legacv Dnen Space Functianal Master le g;gwdes sudance t'nr a dmm ic
Y d r -y . b

Planning Board and Countv Coupeil. The sites identified in this documeny represent the
mvenories and analyses completed to dare with significant public participation. Input

fram a brgad range of inrerest groups will be considered along with stalf
recommendations when making further site selections.

As the prograrn matures, new sitgs mav emerge as environmenial, historic presecvation

and nther inventories arc completed and updated pver time. In addition. new master
plans, pffecs from landowners. suggestions from citizens and new peeds identified by
advisory and decision-fnaking bodies will present new oppartunities for the program.

Praposals to include new siles in the program or to move an exishng Legacy sile tg a
higher levei of protection may be submitted at any time provided \hat they appear 1o meet
Legaev grteria. (Tg avoid the time assoaiated with the review of a large number of
applications tar sitcs thar do not meet legacy criteria. the Park and Plannigg Department
Staff will have to make an initial assessment ar the time of upplication. Program Staff

will nzed to discoura lications to purchase vacant Jots that do not
; ies ups wishing rg have sites evaluated will

submit 8 standard application Jocating the property and explaining how it meets the

Legacy Open Space griteria,

Staif will screen and evaluate all suggestions according to the Legary criteria prigr {o
recommending chapges o the Planning Board and/or County Council. Recommended
changes tu the proeram will be one of two types:

A, New properties that are recomnmended for addition to the program ag Class 11
sites or existing Class [T1 propettics that are recommended for beipg moved 10
Class T may be added tg the Legaey Open Space program bv apnroval of the
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Flanming Board. Changes to the propram of this type will not add the use af the

Ieservation power over affected properties. The County Council will have general
review aver thesc ch 1o the pro through the CIP review pracess.

B. New properties that are recommended for addition to the program as Class 1
sites or existine Class Il or IT1 properties that are recommended for being moved

to Class [ will require approval of both the Planning Board apd the County
Council with the exception of Paint Branch Properties which are addressed

clsewhere in this Plan. These changes o the program involve addin tial
Lse of rasarvationh on affected properties. The review of propozed new Class |
roperlies by jtizs will provide g fuller opnorunity for public notice

comment and therough discussion in front of the Planning Board and County
Council prier to appraval of the study recommendations.

The Park and Planning Department will notify property owners when their properties are
beinz copsidered tor tnclusion into the Lepacy Qpens Space program or far a change of

status within the Lezacy program.

In the sprine of everv odd-numbered year startine in FY01. a special effort will be made

to encourage idantification of new sites {see dizpram helow showing the Priority-Setting
Process). In additivn, statl will c {urther evaluation of existing Class I11 sitas to
determine if they should be upgraded o Class I or | sites or remaoved from the Plan. By
the fall, staff will assemble all suggestions and screen all new sites accardine to the
Legacy uriteria, assessing risks and vpportunities associated with the sites. Based on_this
screening and evaluation process, a derermination will be made whether any Class 1]
recammendations need to be prasented to the Planning Board and whether any Class [

recommendations need W be presented to the Planning Beard and County Council. In
addition, such a studv process mav be initiated by staff on an ad hoc basis 10 address

X [XIT]. PROCESS FOR SETTING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
PRIORITIES FOR LEGACY OPEN SFACE

{The Legacy Open Space [Functional Master Plan provides guidance for a dynamic
program, which will constantly adapt to new information and ngw directions as s¢t by the
Planning Board and Caunty Council. The sites identified in this document represent the
inventories and analyses completed to date with significant public participation. Input
from a broad rang: of interest groups will be considered alonp with staff

~ recornrnendations when making further site selections.] Legacy Open Space Capital
Improvement Program priorities and the order of protection will depend upon the threat
tv the resources on the sites and opportunities presented by funding sources, willing
sellers and other factors.

In the first year following the adoption of the plan, the staff of Legacy Open Space along
with the Legacy Open Space Advisory Group and the advice of the public will develop a
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systemnatic rating system for the six resource ¢ategories that are included in the Master
Plan to assist in setting priorities. The staff will make recommendations for the rating
system to the Planning Beard for approval prier to setting prionities for the FY03-08
Capital Improvement Program Legacy funds. Any rating system prepared will retain
sufficient flexibility 1o allow timely protection of sites based on opportunities and threats
described below.

[As the program matures, new sites may emerge as environmental, historic preservation
and other inventories are completed and updated cver time. In addition, new master
plans, offers from landowners, suggestions from citizens and new needs identified by
advisory and decision-making bodies will present new opportunities for the program. }

[Pruposals o include new sites inte the program may be submitied at any time. Any
individual, agency or group wishing t0 have sites evaluated will subrnit a standard
application locating the property and explaining how it meets the Legacy Open Space
critena. |

[In the spring of cvery odd-numbered vear starting in FYOIL, a special effort will be made
to encourage identification aof new sites (See diagram below showing the Priority-Setting
Process). By September, staff will assemble all suggestions and screen all new sites for
Legacy critezia, assessing risks and opportunilics associated with the sites. The screened
sites will be added to the existing list of priarities, and} Based on the resulis of the mting
system, staff will prepare an initial ranking of all sites inte high, medium and low
priorily, with recommended priorities for the following twe fiscal years. Priorties will
be established for all six open space elements. These priorities will be based, in part, co
refative threats and opportunities. Threats include the fikelihood of imminent

" development and existing use of the site that jeopardizes the resource to be protected.
Opportunities include special funding svurces targeted 1 a specific resource or type of
resource, partial donations requiring a funding march, stewardship contributions or sales
of properties that present an opportunity for 4 substantially reduced cest. Sites that meet
criteria for more than one resourzs category will be considered as higher priorities. Staff
recormmendations will include at least one project for each open space resource catepory.

10
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Procass For Setting Legacy Open Space Priorities

[ =

A meeting of the Legacy Open Space Advisory Group 1n the fall will highlight additional
funding opporuaitics, and targets for donations, and then the Advisory Group will make
comments on the staff recommendations. The staff will then finalize the
recorunendations fur Planning Board review every uther vear prior to drafting the Capital
improvement Progran. With input from the Planning Board, a Preject Description Form
(PDF) will be prepared for the Capital Improvemeant Program. The Capital Improvement

Program has its own public participation process (0 allow additional comment from the
general public, parks and recreation advisory groups.

In addition o seiting CIP priorities, this priomty list will be used to focus county efforts

for pursuing federal, state and private funding sources for open space protection.
XIV [XIIl]. OVERVIEW OF LAND PROTECTION RECOMMENDATIQONS
Page 25. Cuorrect the “Land Pretection Recomumendatons™ graphic to add the Green Ribbon Trail

Page 25: Amend map entitled “Land Protection Recommendations™ to include Takoma Academy,
and Maiden Lane sites,

~ Page 26: Amend the “Category | Properties™ graphic to add the locations of the identified
Greenway Conncctions and correct the natural resources locations

Page 26: Amend map entitled “Category 1 Properties May Be Placed In Reservation™ to include
Takoma Academy, and Maiden Lane sites,

Page 55: Amend the Overview Section under “RESOURCE CATEGORY #4: PROTECTION OF
GREENWAY CONNECTIONS” as follows:

i
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OVERVIEW

Trails and greenways have become en increasingly popular component of open space
systems at the national, state, county and locai level. Trails and greenways offer opporiunities
for recreation. conservativn and preservation, linking imporiant community assets together and
teaching bath children and adults about natural resources and the principles of envirommental
stewardship.

Al the state {evel, the Maryland Greenways Commussion [i1s preparing a *Green Infrasgucture”
coticept map] has wublished the Marmland Ados of Greemways, Water Trails, and Green
Infrasoructure to help protect and link Maryland” s remaining ecologically valuabie lands. [This
map] It 1s intended to heip local governments, land trusts, citizens and scientific experts to
identifv a potential Green Infrastructure network for the state. Elements of the network include
large contiguous tracts of forest lands, important wildlife habitats, wetlands, riparian comidors
and areas that reflect key clements of Maryland’ s biolagical diversity. Linkages are praposed
between these arcas. These gresnways will make possible an interconnected greenway netwnrk
wotected natural infrastructure through the County, helpin

and maintain acological processes,

Pape 67: Amend the Overview Section under "RESQURCE CATEGORY #6: FPRCTECTION OF
URBAN SPACES™ as (ollows:

CVERVIEW

Moenlgomery Courty has a strong tradition of establishing signiticant urban open spaces, ¢creating
preen boulevards and providing regional parke. As Mantgomery County cantinues to grow, the
importance of these urban open spaces, gresn houlevards, and regional parks intensifies.
Repional parks serve county-wide needs for active reercation and eonservation. Urban open
spaces serve local neighboshood needs. These urban open spaces include parkland within
cxisting neighborhoods,

In addition ta regional parks and urban open spaces, several green boulevards serve to provide
recognizable linear grecn arcas. | Locating] Major open spaces next to these green boulevards
{¢.g., the frontage of the National Institutes of Heallh) also helps to establish 2 unique character
for both the green boulevards and the adjacent neighborhonds.

The combination of urban open spaces, green boulevards, and regional parks provides an
important community building element within Monrgomery County, and directly contributes to
community livability and character. They have been obtained through direct purchase, transfer
of sites from other agencies, and through the regulatory process [or] and are held by public

agencies.

Page 67-68: Amend the “Boulevards” subheading under “Existing Situation” as follows:

12
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the right-of-way. The open spaces ¢an be provided through private actions. public awnership g_[
some combination of the twp, The desiemation of a preen boulevard does not affect the

trapsportation function of the ighway within the levard. Green boulevards
provide both linear green space and in some Jocations serve as pateways to Montgomery County.
They provide both a first impression of Mentgomery County and serve in establish the character
vf the adjacent neighborhoods. [They are one the most recognizahle community building
faatures,] Undeveloped open spaces that define these preen [along these major| boulevards also
contribute to tha character of [both the houlevards and| these major thoroughfares and the

adjacent neighborhoods. jand they also serve to provide a welcome relief ta the development

alepg the houlevards whiie providing] Open spaces alongside green boulevards can alse pravide

an importanl buffer betwesn commercial and residential uses, [areas and adjacent
neighbarhoods.]

[At least two competing interests threaten the character of our cxisting boulavards. As
Montgomery County continues to develop, pressure increases to widen yoads and modify
intersections to serve proposed traffic,_These modifications to existing roads oficn influence the
boulevard character and servs ta decrease the desirability of the adjacent neishborhoods. [f the

character of the road is modified. the pressure 1o convert adjacent housine o commercial uses
increases and the roads become less desirable as places 1o live or lucate husinesses. |

Remaining undeveloped open spaces along these boulevards [are also threatened, These open
spaces] presently include land regulated by setback requirements, Yand purchased for parkland,
and undeveloped land. Examples of these spaces provided through a deliberate County policy
include purchase of Woodside Park next ta the Silver Spring CBD, and the creation of buffer
areas Jocated on the NIH property next to Wisconsin Avenue through the regulatory process.
These open spaces are valuaole resources worthy of protection [contribute to the pusitive
character of the houlevards and the adjacent neighborhoods.]

Page 6E: Amend the map and title “Tratection of Urban {Open) Space Ané Green Boulevards™ to
include Takoma Academy and Marden Lane sites. '

Page 7(: Under the subbeading “Usban Open Spaces” add the following to the list of sites with
accompanving footnote:

» Takoma Academy Silver Spring’

+ Maiden Lanz Property. Bethesda'

' Tt is expected this propersy will be purchased through other programs and funding sources,
However, Lepacy tools, ingluding purchase, can be used to protect and pregerve this

property.

Pzac 70: Amend the “Boulevards” subhsading under “Legacy Opportunity Areas™ as follows:

13
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Green Boulevards — This plan focuses on several |major| green boulevards and a series of other
kay sites along major highways [linear roads] as follows:

1, MD 355 (Wisconsin Avenue/Rockville Pike/Frederick Roadd) — This highwayv |boulevard]
bepan as a primary route to the western frontier. Existing markers that celebrate this role
included the Madonna of the Trails located in the Bethesda CBD, and the gighteenth
century Washington, D.C. Boundary Marker located in Friendship Heights. Private
sector efforts during the development of the area along MD 355 (Wisconsin Avenue)
berwesan the Friendship Heights CBI) and the Berhesda CBID establish a positive
character for the adjacent neighborhoeds. [More recent efforts along MD 355 {Rockville
Pike} in portions of North Bethesda and Shady (rove have been less successful in
creating boulevards, but this project is currently in progress.] To the north, the
Clarkshurg Triangle site is alse an impontant green space alang MD 355 near the furure
Clarksburg Town Canter.

[

MD 97 (Georgia Avenug) — This grzen boulevard continues 1o provide a major access
into Washingion, D.C. Tt [provides a positive] defines the character for the
neighbhorhoods between the Silver Spring CBD and Montgomery Hills, {the high traffic
volumes along Georgia Avenue constitute a majar threat to adjacent areas) as well as the

neighborhoods berween the commercial centers of Wheaton, Glenmont, and (nevy.

3. U8 29 (Colesville Road and Cohimbia Pike) — This green boulevard serves as a major
conngction between Baltimore and Washington, D.C. It also provides a first impression

for the adjacent neighborhaods. [If wraffic volumes increase along this houlevard,
pressure to provide intersection improvements and addirional travel lanes will increase.)
Recent efforts o improve its character include the improvemenis to Colesville Road
through the Four Comers area. Purchase of the WSSC pareel next to Northwest Branch
has afready occurred, providing opportunities to augment and reinforce the boylevard
churacter.

4. Other Key Sites and fMajor] Green Boulevards - The exisung polf course located along New
Hampshire Avenue next to the furure site of the Food and Drug Administration is one
example of a site that [adjacent to another majur boulevard. This site| should be retained
as open space. Connecticut Avenue from Aspen Hill [Kensington] to the District of
Columbia is also an important green [urban] boulevard.

Page 72: Amend the “Boulevards™ subheading under “Accuisition Mechanisms™ as foliows:

CGreen Boulevards - The implementing mechanisms include a variety of techniques,
Purchase of selected sites along majer highways |urban boulevards] is ene mechanism to
gstablish [mprovej the green boulevard concept [character of specific portions of the
houlevards) in Montgomery County. Establishing regulations for setbacks, access, and
landscaping provides another mechanism to improve the green boulevard. Finally, actions
within the dght-of-way. such as [creating a] street tree planting and maintenance programs,
¢an also improve green boulevards. [that targets the unprovement of specific urban
boulevards is another mechanism.)

14



RESOURCE CATEGORY #6
PROTECTION OF URBAN OPEN SPACES®

Page 73: Amend table for Resource Category #6 as follows:

Resolutiaon No.

Urban Open Spaces

OBIECTIVE

SIGNIFICANCE

COMMENTS

Regional Parks

Irutizte site search 10
mest post 2010 need in
County.

Provides activa and
PEsKive open space
necocreary 1o serve the

More than 200 Acres will
b required.  Mowve
quickly; otherwise options

Parklanad in existing

expanding papulation. iosl as development
cncroaches.
Preserve caisling These cpen spaces Include pubhely owned

sivas to be studied as sites

Connecticul Avenue

reinforce the existing
character of the
adjacan;
neighborhoods.

neighbarheods undeveloped parcels in inciude some of the
1. Bush Property existing neighborhoods. last remaining are considered surplus.
] . Provide a tansition undeveloped parcels in
2. Slige ,MIH heeroreen existing centril the exisling
FProperty business disricts and ncighbarhoads. They
3. Wohlfarth adiacent residential represcnl 4 rare
Property neighborhoods. ppportunity to retain
4, Clarksburg CXisLiNE grocen open
Trangle Spaces.
5. Takoma Academy”
. Mal_dcn Lane
Prope
Green Bnulevards {reaze hich quality green | These boulevards Primaryv Merhods of
Highes: prigrity: boulevards with special cstabiish the mital Implementarion —
MD 255 characier along [visihlc impression of [Providing street trees,
Georgia Avanue artzrial] selected major Montgomery sidewalks, and] building
s 20 highwavs. County. They also sethacks achieved through
Other priarities: Serve @ macniain and regulatory review, and

dedizarion, or purchase.

: Appendix T cantaing a st of sues thar will be stucied for melusion in the Lagasy Open Space Propram. These and other new siles

14-970

wili be ca'lsndcrcd as parn ot the “Seleutior of & lm and "'Pm:uss l‘ar Senmg Pnonnes 15ec 'pag: 21-22
i i

Howeve:
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Page 77: Amend first paragraph under Section XV to read:
XV. ACQUISITION OF LAND AND EASEMENTS

This plan identifies various sites for potential Connty purchase or acquisition of
easements. The Plan does not require the County to purchase all of the identified parcels

or preclude development under existing zoning. A property owner may choase 1o place a

property in voluntary reservatipp throuph agreements with the Cornmission to gain tax
benefits while funding sources for acquisition arg identified. If a property owner seeks to

develop one of the properties identified in this plan, the County will consider acquisition

- of the property or an easement at that time, including the placement of the property in
reservation (for [Category 1] Class I properties only) pending completion of the purchase.
For all sites in [Category 1 or 2] Class T or I, the County may decline to purchase the
property and allow the proposed development to proceed. In certain cases, where the
Legacy Open Space objectives can be accomplished through cluster development and
dedication of the ramainder of the property, this option mey also be considered under
various cluster zoning tools.

Technical Appendix D: Amend title page and first page to reflect the designation of Appendix D
properties as Class [T

Technical Appendix F: Add new Appendix F consisting of “Index 1o Legacy Open Space Sites”, to
read as foilows:

15



LISTING OF LEGACY OPEN SPACE SITES

Resclution No.

SITE NAME "LEGACY OPEN | SITE PAGES
SPACE CLASSIFICATION
RESOURCE :
CATEGORY
Aubum Heritage Class 1l 49, 52
Resource
Bachelors Forest Natural Class lil Technical
Tributary of Resource Appendix D
Northwest Branch ! n
Barnesville Forest Natural Class | 33, 36
Resaurce
Bennett Stream  Natural Class i} ' Technical
Headwaters Resource Appendix D
Boyds Negro School | Historic Class llI Tachnical
—White Ground Reoad | Resgurce Appendix D
Bradley Boulevard Urbar Opan + Class lif Technical
{between Connecticut | Space Appendix D
& Wisconsin
Avenues) i
Brigham Property Water Supply Class Il ' Technical
: Protection _Appendix D
Broad Run Stream Natural Class Il 33,37
System | Resgurce .
Bucklodge Forest Natural - Class | 33, 35
- Resource :
Cahoon Property Matural Class I Technical
L Resource Appendix D
Canada Dry Building | Historic Class IlI Technical
on East-West FResource Appendix D
- Highway
Capital Greenway Class Il " Technical
Crescent/Mstropolitan  Connection - Appendix D
Branch Trail Gaps . -
Capitol View Park Heritage Class Il 51,54
Historic District Respurce
Carroll Place Heritage Class ll 51, 54
i Resource
Carver Schaol — Urban Opan Class llI Technical
Rockville | Space Appendix D

14-970
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Casey Farm — Matural Clasgs I Technical
Washington Grove Resource Appendix D
J.H. Cashel! Farm Heritage Class Il | 50, 53
| (Casey Property) Resource
Chevy Chase Ciub Heritage Class Il Technical
Resaurce Appendix D
Clarksburg Extension | Natural Class Il Technical
Resource Appendix D
Clarksburg General Historic Class il Technical
Store {Indian Trading | Resource Appendix D
Post}
Clarksburg Triangle : Urban Cpen Class | 70, 73
Property Space
Dartry House & Store | Heritage Class Il 80, 53
Ressurce ; ;
Easement Purchase |Farmlandand ; Class |l 65, 86
Area: Properties East : Rural Qpen
- of Poolesvilie to Space
Seneca Creek State
Park: _
Easement Purchase | Farmland and : Class 1! @5, 65
| Area: Proparties Rural Open :
. Narth of Clarksburg Space
Master Plan Area and
East of Little Bannstt !
Regional Park !
Easement Purchase | Farmland and Ciass Il | 65, 66
Area: Properties Rural Open .
North of Clarksburg ~ Spacsa
Master Plan Area and
West of 1-270 '
Easement Purchase | Farmiand and Class Il 65, 66
Area: Properties Rural Opan
North of Damascus | Space
i Master Plan Area
Within the Patuxent !
River Watershad '
Easement Purchase  Farmland and | Class Il £5, 66
Arga: Properties Rural Open
Northwest of Space
Laytonsville

18
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' Easement Purchase ! Farmland and Ciass |} 65, 66
Area: Properties West ; Rural Cpen
. of Georgia Avenus Space
and North of
Brookevilis Rpad
{hetween the
Hawlings River and
Reddy Banch)
Edgewood Heritage Class Il 48, 50, 52
Resgurce
Ednar Branch Rural ~ Waler Supply Class [ 42, 44
Cluster Area - Protection
Properties '
Ednor Farms Natural Class Il ; Technical
- Resource ' i Appendix D
"Erdle Property — Water Supply Class IIi Technicat
acrogs from Denit Protection Appendix D
Fox Branch Rural Watar Supply Class il 42, 44
| Cluster Area Protection
_Properties :
Fraley Farm — Natural Class lli Technical
! Eastern Partion . Resource Appendix D
Freseman Property — | Matural Class ill Technical
Upper Rock Creek Respurce Appendix D
Friends Advice Heritage i Class I 50, B3
. Resource
Furnace Branch | Natural . Ciass | 33, 36
| Headwaters Area Resource ]
Green Boulevard: Urcan Open Class | 70,73
~Bush Property Space
Green Boulevard: Urban Open Class Il 71,73
Connecticut Avenue | Space
From Aspen Hill to
District of Columbia .
. Green Boulevard: Urban Open Class Il 71,73
Georgia Avenue (MO | Space
Route 97) L
Grasn Boulevard: Urban Cpen Ciass il 70,73
Maryland Route 355 | Spaca
Green Boulevard. Urban Open Class ill Technical
Mew Hampshirg Space Appendix D

Avenue near Sliga
Creek
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Green Boulevard: Urban Open | Ciass 11) ! Technical
University Boulevard | Space Appendix D
{Green Boulevardg: Urhan Open Class Il 71,73
US 29 (Colesville Rd. | Space
& Columbia Pike)
Greenwnoad | Heritage Class I 50, 52
. Resource : -
Haights Branch Watar Supply Class Il 43, 44
Procperties Protection '
Harewaod Heritage Class Il 50, 52
. Resource
Hendry Property Greenway Class Ml Technical
Connection Appendix D
Hilliard Farm Heritage . Class | 50, 53
Rescurce
Holland House & Red Heritage Class 1l - 49, 52
Doar Store Resource '
Hoyles Mill Diabase Natura! Class ) 33, 36
Forest Area Resource
Hoyles Mill Diabase Natural Class | 32, 33, 36
Area (North of White | Resource '
1 Ground Road)
Hovles Mill Diabase  Natural Class | 32, 35
| Area (South of White | Resource '
Ground Road) :
- Hyattstown Forast Natural Class | 33, 37
Buffer Area Rasource
Jolles Property on Lirban Open Class il Technical
East-West Highway | Space Appendix D :
Land to East and Heritage Class I 50, 53 ‘.
West of Hyattstown Resource
Limestone Ecaological | Naturat Class | 33, 36
Corridar Resource
Link Between Rock Greenway Class | 87, 59
Creek and Senaca Connection
Greenway Trail
' Corridors _
Little Bennett Naturai . Class I Technical
Headwaters Resource Aopendix D
Loughborough House | Heritage Class Il 50, 93
Resource
Lower Hawlings River | Water Supply Class Il 42 44
Rural Cluster Area Protectian
| Properties
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*Maiden Lane Urkan Open Class | 70,73
Property Space
Lower James Creek | Water Supply Class Il 42, 44
Rural Cluster Area Protection
Properiies
Middle Mt. Zicn Water Supply Class Il 43, 44
Tributary Properties | Protection
- National Institute of Heritage Class |l B1, 54
Dry Cleaning Resource
- Narth Branch Buffer Natural {Class | a3, 24, 37
Area Resource
Northwest Branch Greenway Class ! 57, 58
Trail Corridor Connectian
MNorthwest Corner of | Urban Open Class |l Technical
MD Route 355 and Space Appendix D
Montrase Road ;
Paint Branch Church | Natural Class il . Technical
Site Resource Appendix D
Paint Greenway Class Il Technical
i Branch/Patuxent : Connection Appendix D
River Connection
Paint Branch Peach Natural Class li! Technical
Orchard Lots Resource Appendix D
Patuxent River Water Supply Class I 42, 44
Mainstem Gap Areas | Protection
Patuxenl River Water Supply Class il 43, 44
Headwaters Protection
. Tributaries Area :
Patuxent River Trail Gresnway Class | b7, 59,60
Corridor Connection
Potomac Bend Forest | Natural i Class I Technical
' Resource Appendix D
Rache| Carson Water Supply Class I Technical
Extension Protection Appendix D
Ready Branch Water Supply Class Il ' 43, 44
Properties .| Protection
| Regional Park Urban Open Class I 69 -73
' Space :
River Road Shale Natural Class | i 32,35
_Barrens Resource :
Seneca Gresnway Greenway Class | : 57, 58
Trail Corridor Connectian
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Sarpentine Barrens Natural | Class | H, 35
Resource
Slige Mill Praperty Urban Open Class | 70,73
Space . -
Soloman Simpson Heritage Class 5D, 583
Farm Resource i
i South Serpentine Natural Class | 31, 37
Area Resource
Stream Prolection Natural Class il Technical .
Area along Ten Mile  Resource Agpendix D !
Creek - | J
Takoma Academy Urkan Open I Class | 70,73 '
Space : !
Trail Connections Urban Open Class [lI Technical ;
. along MD Route 355 | Space Appendix D
Triadelphia Lake Water Supply . Class 1) Technical
Area Protectian i Appendix D
Verhits Property Natural " | Class lit Technical
Resource ' Appendizx D
Wallace Poole Famm | Herltage Class | 50, 53
Resqurce
Walter Reed — Forest | Urban Cpen Class Il Technical
Glen Space Appendix D J
Warren M.E. Church | Herltage Class | 5, 53 :
Historic Site Resource
Webb Tract Urban Open Class I Technical i
i Space Appendix D 5
White/Carlin Farm . Heritage Class i 50, 53
P " Resource
- Wohlfarth Property Urban Open Class | 70,73
Space
Creneral

The Councif directs the Planning Staff to work with Counzil Staff to review the current
requirements for preliminary plan subnmission and determing whether these requirements should
he modified in cases where M-NCPPC is planning to purchase the property. The Staft review
should determine whether certain required elements of the preliminary plan submission are not
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necassary if the property will not be developed (e.z., traffic analysis). Park and Planning
Department Staff should prepare a memeorandum for submission to the Council surnmarizing
their conclusions together with any changes in law or regulation that would be necessary to
implement the recommended chapges. Since the Council has not identificd any reason to require
different development submissions for Legacy purchases as compared to ather purchases for
public purposes, this review should consider development submissions for all types of County

purchases of land.

All fipures and tables included in the Plan are to be revised where appropriate to reflect

District Council changes to the Planming Board (Final} Drafl Legacy Open Space Funetional
Master Plan. Maps should be revised where necessary to conform with Council actions. The
text 15 to be revised as necessary to achieve cladty and consistency, to update factual
mformation, and to convey the actions of the District Council. All identifying references partain
to the Planning Board Draft Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan.

This is a correct copy of Couneil action.

ot P Fertinn
Mary 4. Edgar, C‘l)jl;f
Cler¥ of the Council
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Resolution No.: 1%-97C
Introduced: July 24, 2601
Adopted: July 24, 2001

COUNTY COUNCIL FOR MONTGOMERY COL'NTY, MARYLAND
SITTTNG AS THE DISTRICT COUNCIL FOR THAT PORTION
OF THE MARYLAND-WASHINGTON REGIONAL DISTRICT

WITHIN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYTL AND

Subject:

Lh

By: District Council

Mazster Plan

On, December 19, 2000, the Montgomery County Planning Board transmutted to the County
Executive and the County Council the Planning Board Draft Legacy Open Space Functional

Master Plan.

The Planning Board Draft Legacy Open Space Functionat Master Plan is a new plan to
conserve Montgemery County’s most signifieant open space as a means of protocting the
County's environment, quality of life, and economic vitalizy. The functional master plan
establishes the propram as a part of the General Plan fir Montgomery County.

On February 28, 2001 the County Executive transmatted 1o the Counly Couneil his comments
an the Planming Board Draft Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan.

On May 8, 2001, the County Council held a puhliz hearing on the Planning Board Draft
Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan. The Master Plan was referred to the Planning,
Housing, and Economi¢ Development Commuttee far review and recommendatien.

On June 4, and Jung 11, 2001 the Planning, Housing, and Economit Development
Committee held worksessions to review the issues raised in connection with the Planning
Board Draft Legacy (lpen Space Functional Master Plan.

On June 12, 2001 the County Council reviewed the Planning Board Draft L epacy Open
Space Functional Master Plan and the recamamendations of the Planning, Housing, and -
Economic Development Committee.
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Aciion

The County Council tor Montgomery County, Marvland sitting as the District Counci

fior that portion of the Maryland-Washington Regional District in Montgomery County,
Marvland, approves the following resolulion:

The Plannming Board Draft Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan, dated December

2000 is approved with revisians. Couneil revisions to the Flanning Beard Draft Legacy Open
Space Functional Master Plan are identilicd below. Deletions to the text of the Plan are
indicated by |brackets], additions by underscoring.

Page 7

IV,

. Amend heading and first paragraph under Section ['V to read:

[POLICY FRAMEWORK] PUBLIC PURPOSE

The Montgomery County Planning Board recogmizes the need to examine the County’ s
nalural environment and cultural heritage and create a somprehensive open space
protection strategy. The public purposes of [(J] open space lands include [offer| quiet
refuge, recreational and educational opportunities, and contributiuns[e] to air quality
impravernent for all County residents, jwhile] Open spaces also reduce[ing| non-point
source pollution, protect the public water supply, {and] provide[ing] significant wildtife
habitat and biodiversity, and often preservy a setting rellective of our cultural heritage.

Page 10: Amend Section VII to read:

¥il.

RELATIONSHIP TO AREA 1||r‘IdJLSTEIw".L PLANS AND FUNCTIONAT. MASTER
PLANS

This functivnal plan amends all area master plans countywide approved as of the date of
the final adoption of the plan to the extent that this plan designates additional sites that
should be considered for park acquisition, easement protection or additional protaction
through lhe development process. All sites indivated in this plan are oot guarantesd o
rcceive: funds oL 10 be fully acguired thmugh Legam {'}pﬂn Spacf: [and| Rather. this pian

with desvelopment nf the property.

There are numercus tools at the County's disposal for protecting important regources.

Zonine, special protection area stams, clustering, designated conservation easements and

dedications are among the tools that do not reguire acquisition. Inclusion in the Legacy
Snace Functignal Master Plan d L al these alternativ hon 1

been rejected a5 a feasible means of protecting the resource. For each Legacy Propertv,
. )
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the {ull range of tapls available under the existing zoning d be considered before a
decision is mmade o gcquire a property.

For Legacy sites, this Plan does not alter zoning or other land use recommendations
found jn ae lans gr funciional master plans. During the review of area master

plans, the Plannine Boand and Couneil should identify the best lapd use and zoning for
each site, without allowing a Legacy designation to influence the avaluation af zoning

options. Some Leapacy sites may be developed in aceerdance with master plans and

zoning if other fumkling priorilies preclude protection. [For example] In addition,
designation of & Lepacy site [will] should not he the hasis for denying or approvine a

pronnsad sewer and water catego unty Sewer and Water Plan.
Similaxly, the svailabilitv of water and sawer to a praperty will not influence the decision

ta designate a Legacy site. The basie for evaluating sewer and water category changes is

the Sewer and Water Plan and relevant area master plans.

Page 12: Amend Table 1 as follows:

" el



Table 1. Tools to Protect Green Infrastructure in Montgomery County
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Pagpc 15: Amend last bullet on page to read:

= The Resourse provides a significant opportunity to a) increase access to public open
space in cammunities with high population densities, b) to protegt scarce open space
it an urbanized community, or c) to improve the character of [an existing urhan] a
ereen boulevard of countywide ar repional sipnificance.

Pages 20-21: Amend text under “Resource Category #6: Protection of Urban Open Spaces” to read:

Urban open spaces are penerally thought of as undeveloped outdoor spaces, defined by
buildings or streets that provide attractive amenity spaces and narurgl areas in urban
arezs. While they are generally landscaped green arcas, lhey may also include urban
forest, “[urban] green boulevards®”, private open spaces, school grounds, and parks that
serve urhan rasidents. Criteria for identifying sites in this category include:

a) Key open spaces along major [baulevards] highways

b} Vacant land within existing urban neighborhoods

¢) Important urban natural areas, especially if they promote interconnection of the
urban green infrastructure

Pages 2]-24: Amend sections XI und XII and add new section XII as follows:

XL [SELECTION] CLASSIFICATION OF SBITES

The mastar plan recognizes that not all sites suggested during the preparation of the
master plan have been thoroughly cvaluated for inclusion in the plan. This decument,
thercfore, identifies [two groups] three clagses of sites to be considerad as part of the
master pian. [Category 1 and 2] Class 1 and IT sites, detailed and mapped in each
resource seetion (pages 27-73), are those that clearly meet the eriteria and are considerad
appropmate for Legacy funding. [Category 3] Class [17 sites, listed [and mapped] in
Appendix D, require further study 1o determine whether they meet Lhe criteria and 1o
delineats the size and configuration of those portions of the properties that are most
suitabie for inclusion in Legacy Open Space. In addition, the potential for conflicts with
other County goals must be evaluared. In case a portion of parkland proposed for
acouisition under the Legacy program contains a County approved right-of-way for
future transportation facilities, the Park and Planpine Departmenl will consider at time of
acguisition whether that portion should be desienated for future conpveyance to the
appropriate transportation authority.

[These] Sites in the varipus glasses will be handled as follows:

Class I [Category ] - Sites Included in Master Plan with reservation option
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If a [spacific] site is lisled in the Natural Resources category (pages 35-37, excluding the
Broad Run Stream System) reenway Conpections category (pages SU-60) or in the
Trban Open Space category (page 73) and mapped on page 26, it will be protected in the
following ways:

» If developroent is proposed, [the entire siie or a portion thereof may be put in
reservation for a period up to three years.] the proposed development will be

evajuated fur the extent of resource protection pryvided through development dasign
and various regulatory [ools.

= [fihe determipation is made that the site would be adeguately projected by the
development revigw process and resulting dedication pr gasements, the site may
continue through the development process.

s [fthe determination is made thet the site would ngt be adequately protected by the

developmen! revigw process, the entire site or a portion of the site will be identified
for jdedication,] acquisition or casement.
#  The site or 2 portion thereof will be targeted for legacy funding [or protection]
accordimg 1o the prucess for setting pnorities.
. g entire si{e: or 8 portion thereof may be put in reservati

*  }f pecessary. condernnation power mav be used to complete the acquigition.

v Available funding and the progess for seiting priorities may not necessarily result in
acyuisition of, or easements on, every property ilentified. '

= 1f the Countv decides not to purchase a propertv ar the expiration of the reservation
period, the property mav be daveloped according to the apolicable master plan’s land

use and zpning, Emphasis will be placed on protection of as much of the resourge or
interest as possible throuyh the development design process.

Class 1 |Category 2] — Sites Included in the Master Plan

for a period

- All other sites not insluded in {Category 1] Clags [ and listed in the tables on pages 37
{the Broad Rup Stream System only), 44, 52-34, [58-60,) 66, and 73 (Grecn Boulevards
- and Regional Park site) are considered part of the plan, but will not be considered for

placement in reservation.

= - [f development is proposed, the proposed development will be evaluated for the
extent of resource prtection provided through development desi d various

regulatory tools.
»  [{the detempination is made that the site would be adequately protected by the

development review process and resulting dedication or easements, the site may
coptinue through the development pracess.
«  ]f the determination is made that the site would ng{ be adeguately protgeted by the

develgpment revigw process, the entire site or & portion of the site jmay] will be
identified for [dedication,] acquisition or easernent,
= The site or a portion thereof may be targeted for legacy funding or protection

accarding to the process for satting priorities.
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s Available funding und the process for setting priorities may not necessarily resulr in
acquisiticn of or easements on every property identified.
= If necessarv, condempation power may be used to complete the acquisition.

» Ifthe Counry dnes not procesd with acquisition of the site, the property may be
developed according to the applicable master plan’s land use and zonine.

Class 111 [Category 3] — Sites Included in Appendix D

This [category] class includes sites that were nominated for inclusion in this plan but have not

been fully evaluated. The master plan proposes a process for further study and potential

incarppration into-the Legacy Open Space program (see section X]T for more details).

v QOwners of Class T sites may initiate the process for funther study of their properties

by submitting a written request to staff. Staff will alsa conduct independent studies

of existing Class [1] sites as part of the process for adding new sites, changing the

lave] af nrataction qurlined in Section XII, ar if development is praposed or the
resources on the site are threatened.

s jII'develapment is praposed or the resources on the site are threatened, the site may
be studied to] Whather owner- or staff- initiated, the study will determine whether [it]
a site meets the Legacy Criteria and make recommendations to the Planning Board

and County Council, as appropriate.
»  Saff will attempr to complete owner-initiated studias of Class IT] sites and report to

the Planning Board ils recommendations within 90 davs, Scme natyral resources

categorv and other propertiss mav require loneer, seasonally-determiped study
periods; in no case shall such studies mun longer than one year from the date of owner

request.
s Ifthe sitc meets the criteria, it may be recommended for addition (o the Legacy

gcquisition program as a Class 1 or IT site and targetad far priority funding according
to the process lor setting prionties.

»  Keyresources on [some of these] sites that are not added (o the Lesacv Program may
be protected through the development process.

VYoluntary Reservation

Property awners of sites that are identified for acquisition in either Class T or [T may be
able 0 enter inte a voluniary reservation contract with M-NCPPC. Voluntary

reservation, which requites the consent of both parties, provides tax benefits to the

property owner during the perind that M-NCPPC i5 saskinpg funding sources to acquire

the propertv in reservation. Voluntarv reservation is usually a vne-vear contract that is

renewable on an annual basis and can be renswed indefinitely. Voluntary reservation
entered into under this mastar plan does not inhibit the Commissicn from placing a Clags

I propedty in inveluntary reservation for the time allotted bv Jaw, Sce the subdivision

repulations (Section 50-31 of Monteomery County Code) far current information on
valuntary and involuntary reservation.
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Propertics Being Acquired Using Other Fundine Sources

There are numergus propertias that the Co as acquired ar will review for acquisition
using funding sources cther Legag en Space that crwise have been

candidates for inclusion in the Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan as a Class T
resourge. Examples of such properties include those in the Paint Branch area which have

and would be purchased o protect natugal reggurecs. These purchases are equally
signitizant as those identificd in this Plan and have the same stajus as Class | respurces in

this Plan. Should ather funding for thesc resources become unavailable, M-NCPPC
should use Lesacy Open Space funds to pay for such ¢xeeptional pneging acquisition or

protection efforts. ™o master plan amendment or addirional study approvals would he
reguired for M-NCPPC 1o pursue acquisition or use reservation autharity for Paint
Branch properties.

PROCESS FOR ADDING NEW PROPERTIES QR CHANGING LEVEL OF
PROTECTION FOR EXISTING LEGACY FROPERTIES

The Legacv Dnen Space Functianal Master le g;gwdes sudance t'nr a dmm ic
Y d r -y . b

Planning Board and Countv Coupeil. The sites identified in this documeny represent the
mvenories and analyses completed to dare with significant public participation. Input

fram a brgad range of inrerest groups will be considered along with stalf
recommendations when making further site selections.

As the prograrn matures, new sitgs mav emerge as environmenial, historic presecvation

and nther inventories arc completed and updated pver time. In addition. new master
plans, pffecs from landowners. suggestions from citizens and new peeds identified by
advisory and decision-fnaking bodies will present new oppartunities for the program.

Praposals to include new siles in the program or to move an exishng Legacy sile tg a
higher levei of protection may be submitted at any time provided \hat they appear 1o meet
Legaev grteria. (Tg avoid the time assoaiated with the review of a large number of
applications tar sitcs thar do not meet legacy criteria. the Park and Plannigg Department
Staff will have to make an initial assessment ar the time of upplication. Program Staff

will nzed to discoura lications to purchase vacant Jots that do not
; ies ups wishing rg have sites evaluated will

submit 8 standard application Jocating the property and explaining how it meets the

Legacy Open Space griteria,

Staif will screen and evaluate all suggestions according to the Legary criteria prigr {o
recommending chapges o the Planning Board and/or County Council. Recommended
changes tu the proeram will be one of two types:

A, New properties that are recomnmended for addition to the program ag Class 11
sites or existing Class [T1 propettics that are recommended for beipg moved 10
Class T may be added tg the Legaey Open Space program bv apnroval of the
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Flanming Board. Changes to the propram of this type will not add the use af the

Ieservation power over affected properties. The County Council will have general
review aver thesc ch 1o the pro through the CIP review pracess.

B. New properties that are recommended for addition to the program as Class 1
sites or existine Class Il or IT1 properties that are recommended for being moved

to Class [ will require approval of both the Planning Board apd the County
Council with the exception of Paint Branch Properties which are addressed

clsewhere in this Plan. These changes o the program involve addin tial
Lse of rasarvationh on affected properties. The review of propozed new Class |
roperlies by jtizs will provide g fuller opnorunity for public notice

comment and therough discussion in front of the Planning Board and County
Council prier to appraval of the study recommendations.

The Park and Planning Department will notify property owners when their properties are
beinz copsidered tor tnclusion into the Lepacy Qpens Space program or far a change of

status within the Lezacy program.

In the sprine of everv odd-numbered year startine in FY01. a special effort will be made

to encourage idantification of new sites {see dizpram helow showing the Priority-Setting
Process). In additivn, statl will c {urther evaluation of existing Class I11 sitas to
determine if they should be upgraded o Class I or | sites or remaoved from the Plan. By
the fall, staff will assemble all suggestions and screen all new sites accardine to the
Legacy uriteria, assessing risks and vpportunities associated with the sites. Based on_this
screening and evaluation process, a derermination will be made whether any Class 1]
recammendations need to be prasented to the Planning Board and whether any Class [

recommendations need W be presented to the Planning Beard and County Council. In
addition, such a studv process mav be initiated by staff on an ad hoc basis 10 address

X [XIT]. PROCESS FOR SETTING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
PRIORITIES FOR LEGACY OPEN SFACE

{The Legacy Open Space [Functional Master Plan provides guidance for a dynamic
program, which will constantly adapt to new information and ngw directions as s¢t by the
Planning Board and Caunty Council. The sites identified in this document represent the
inventories and analyses completed to date with significant public participation. Input
from a broad rang: of interest groups will be considered alonp with staff

~ recornrnendations when making further site selections.] Legacy Open Space Capital
Improvement Program priorities and the order of protection will depend upon the threat
tv the resources on the sites and opportunities presented by funding sources, willing
sellers and other factors.

In the first year following the adoption of the plan, the staff of Legacy Open Space along
with the Legacy Open Space Advisory Group and the advice of the public will develop a
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systemnatic rating system for the six resource ¢ategories that are included in the Master
Plan to assist in setting priorities. The staff will make recommendations for the rating
system to the Planning Beard for approval prier to setting prionities for the FY03-08
Capital Improvement Program Legacy funds. Any rating system prepared will retain
sufficient flexibility 1o allow timely protection of sites based on opportunities and threats
described below.

[As the program matures, new sites may emerge as environmental, historic preservation
and other inventories are completed and updated cver time. In addition, new master
plans, offers from landowners, suggestions from citizens and new needs identified by
advisory and decision-making bodies will present new opportunities for the program. }

[Pruposals o include new sites inte the program may be submitied at any time. Any
individual, agency or group wishing t0 have sites evaluated will subrnit a standard
application locating the property and explaining how it meets the Legacy Open Space
critena. |

[In the spring of cvery odd-numbered vear starting in FYOIL, a special effort will be made
to encourage identification aof new sites (See diagram below showing the Priority-Setting
Process). By September, staff will assemble all suggestions and screen all new sites for
Legacy critezia, assessing risks and opportunilics associated with the sites. The screened
sites will be added to the existing list of priarities, and} Based on the resulis of the mting
system, staff will prepare an initial ranking of all sites inte high, medium and low
priorily, with recommended priorities for the following twe fiscal years. Priorties will
be established for all six open space elements. These priorities will be based, in part, co
refative threats and opportunities. Threats include the fikelihood of imminent

" development and existing use of the site that jeopardizes the resource to be protected.
Opportunities include special funding svurces targeted 1 a specific resource or type of
resource, partial donations requiring a funding march, stewardship contributions or sales
of properties that present an opportunity for 4 substantially reduced cest. Sites that meet
criteria for more than one resourzs category will be considered as higher priorities. Staff
recormmendations will include at least one project for each open space resource catepory.

10
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Procass For Setting Legacy Open Space Priorities
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A meeting of the Legacy Open Space Advisery Group in the fall will highlighr additional
funding opportunitics, and targets for donations, and then the Advisory Group will make
comments on the staff recommendations. The staff will then finalize the
recormunendations for Planning Board review every uther year prior to drafting rhe Capital
improvement Progran;. With input from the Planning Board, a Project Description Form
(PDI) will be prepared for the Capital Improvement Programi. The Capital Lmprovement
Program has its own public participation process 10 allow additional comment from the
general public, parks and recreation adwvisory groups,

In addition to seitine CTP priorities, this prionty list will be used to focus county efforts
for pursuing federal, state and private funding sources for open space protection.

XIV [XIIl], OVERVIEW OF LAND PROTECTION RECOMMENDATIONS
Page 25; Currect the “Land Protection Recommendations™ graphic to add the Green Ribbon Trail

Page 25: Amend map entitled “Land Protection Recommendations™ to include Takoma Academy,
and Maiden Lane sites,

" Page 26: Amend the “Category | Properties” graphic to add the locations of the identified
Greenway Conncclions and correct the natural resources locations

Page 26: Amend map entitled “Category 1 Properties May Be Placed In Reservation™ to include
Takvma Academy, and Maiden Lane sites,

Page 35: Amend the Overview Section under “RESOURCE CATEGORY #4: PROTECTION OF
GREENWAY CONNECTIONS" as follows:

11
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OVERVIEW

Trails and greenways have become en increasingly popular component of open space
systems at the national, state, county and locai level. Trails and greenways offer opporiunities
for recreation. conservativn and preservation, linking imporiant community assets together and
teaching bath children and adults about natural resources and the principles of envirommental
stewardship.

Al the state {evel, the Maryland Greenways Commussion [i1s preparing a *Green Infrasgucture”
coticept map] has wublished the Marmland Ados of Greemways, Water Trails, and Green
Infrasoructure to help protect and link Maryland” s remaining ecologically valuabie lands. [This
map] It 1s intended to heip local governments, land trusts, citizens and scientific experts to
identifv a potential Green Infrastructure network for the state. Elements of the network include
large contiguous tracts of forest lands, important wildlife habitats, wetlands, riparian comidors
and areas that reflect key clements of Maryland’ s biolagical diversity. Linkages are praposed
between these arcas. These gresnways will make possible an interconnected greenway netwnrk
wotected natural infrastructure through the County, helpin

and maintain acological processes,

Pape 67: Amend the Overview Section under "RESQURCE CATEGORY #6: FPRCTECTION OF
URBAN SPACES™ as (ollows:

CVERVIEW

Moenlgomery Courty has a strong tradition of establishing signiticant urban open spaces, ¢creating
preen boulevards and providing regional parke. As Mantgomery County cantinues to grow, the
importance of these urban open spaces, gresn houlevards, and regional parks intensifies.
Repional parks serve county-wide needs for active reercation and eonservation. Urban open
spaces serve local neighboshood needs. These urban open spaces include parkland within
cxisting neighborhoods,

In addition ta regional parks and urban open spaces, several green boulevards serve to provide
recognizable linear grecn arcas. | Locating] Major open spaces next to these green boulevards
{¢.g., the frontage of the National Institutes of Heallh) also helps to establish 2 unique character
for both the green boulevards and the adjacent neighborhonds.

The combination of urban open spaces, green boulevards, and regional parks provides an
important community building element within Monrgomery County, and directly contributes to
community livability and character. They have been obtained through direct purchase, transfer
of sites from other agencies, and through the regulatory process [or] and are held by public

agencies.

Page 67-68: Amend the “Boulevards” subheading under “Existing Situation” as follows:

12
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the right-of-way. The open spaces ¢an be provided through private actions. public awnership g_[
some combination of the twp, The desiemation of a preen boulevard does not affect the

trapsportation function of the ighway within the levard. Green boulevards
provide both linear green space and in some Jocations serve as pateways to Montgomery County.
They provide both a first impression of Mentgomery County and serve in establish the character
vf the adjacent neighborhoods. [They are one the most recognizahle community building
faatures,] Undeveloped open spaces that define these preen [along these major| boulevards also
contribute to tha character of [both the houlevards and| these major thoroughfares and the

adjacent neighborhoods. jand they also serve to provide a welcome relief ta the development

alepg the houlevards whiie providing] Open spaces alongside green boulevards can alse pravide

an importanl buffer betwesn commercial and residential uses, [areas and adjacent
neighbarhoods.]

[At least two competing interests threaten the character of our cxisting boulavards. As
Montgomery County continues to develop, pressure increases to widen yoads and modify
intersections to serve proposed traffic,_These modifications to existing roads oficn influence the
boulevard character and servs ta decrease the desirability of the adjacent neishborhoods. [f the

character of the road is modified. the pressure 1o convert adjacent housine o commercial uses
increases and the roads become less desirable as places 1o live or lucate husinesses. |

Remaining undeveloped open spaces along these boulevards [are also threatened, These open
spaces] presently include land regulated by setback requirements, Yand purchased for parkland,
and undeveloped land. Examples of these spaces provided through a deliberate County policy
include purchase of Woodside Park next ta the Silver Spring CBD, and the creation of buffer
areas Jocated on the NIH property next to Wisconsin Avenue through the regulatory process.
These open spaces are valuaole resources worthy of protection [contribute to the pusitive
character of the houlevards and the adjacent neighborhoods.]

Page 6E: Amend the map and title “Tratection of Urban {Open) Space Ané Green Boulevards™ to
include Takoma Academy and Marden Lane sites. '

Page 7(: Under the subbeading “Usban Open Spaces” add the following to the list of sites with
accompanving footnote:

» Takoma Academy Silver Spring’

+ Maiden Lanz Property. Bethesda'

' Tt is expected this propersy will be purchased through other programs and funding sources,
However, Lepacy tools, ingluding purchase, can be used to protect and pregerve this

property.

Pzac 70: Amend the “Boulevards” subhsading under “Legacy Opportunity Areas™ as follows:

13
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Green Boulevards — This plan focuses on several |major| green boulevards and a series of other
kay sites along major highways [linear roads] as follows:

1, MD 355 (Wisconsin Avenue/Rockville Pike/Frederick Roadd) — This highwayv |boulevard]
bepan as a primary route to the western frontier. Existing markers that celebrate this role
included the Madonna of the Trails located in the Bethesda CBD, and the gighteenth
century Washington, D.C. Boundary Marker located in Friendship Heights. Private
sector efforts during the development of the area along MD 355 (Wisconsin Avenue)
berwesan the Friendship Heights CBI) and the Berhesda CBID establish a positive
character for the adjacent neighborhoeds. [More recent efforts along MD 355 {Rockville
Pike} in portions of North Bethesda and Shady (rove have been less successful in
creating boulevards, but this project is currently in progress.] To the north, the
Clarkshurg Triangle site is alse an impontant green space alang MD 355 near the furure
Clarksburg Town Canter.

[

MD 97 (Georgia Avenug) — This grzen boulevard continues 1o provide a major access
into Washingion, D.C. Tt [provides a positive] defines the character for the
neighbhorhoods between the Silver Spring CBD and Montgomery Hills, {the high traffic
volumes along Georgia Avenue constitute a majar threat to adjacent areas) as well as the

neighborhoods berween the commercial centers of Wheaton, Glenmont, and (nevy.

3. U8 29 (Colesville Road and Cohimbia Pike) — This green boulevard serves as a major
conngction between Baltimore and Washington, D.C. It also provides a first impression

for the adjacent neighborhaods. [If wraffic volumes increase along this houlevard,
pressure to provide intersection improvements and addirional travel lanes will increase.)
Recent efforts o improve its character include the improvemenis to Colesville Road
through the Four Comers area. Purchase of the WSSC pareel next to Northwest Branch
has afready occurred, providing opportunities to augment and reinforce the boylevard
churacter.

4. Other Key Sites and fMajor] Green Boulevards - The exisung polf course located along New
Hampshire Avenue next to the furure site of the Food and Drug Administration is one
example of a site that [adjacent to another majur boulevard. This site| should be retained
as open space. Connecticut Avenue from Aspen Hill [Kensington] to the District of
Columbia is also an important green [urban] boulevard.

Page 72: Amend the “Boulevards™ subheading under “Accuisition Mechanisms™ as foliows:

CGreen Boulevards - The implementing mechanisms include a variety of techniques,
Purchase of selected sites along majer highways |urban boulevards] is ene mechanism to
gstablish [mprovej the green boulevard concept [character of specific portions of the
houlevards) in Montgomery County. Establishing regulations for setbacks, access, and
landscaping provides another mechanism to improve the green boulevard. Finally, actions
within the dght-of-way. such as [creating a] street tree planting and maintenance programs,
¢an also improve green boulevards. [that targets the unprovement of specific urban
boulevards is another mechanism.)
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RESOURCE CATEGORY #6
PROTECTION OF URBAN OPEN SPACES®

Page 73: Amend table for Resource Category #6 as follows:

Resolutiaon No.

Urban Open Spaces

OBIECTIVE

SIGNIFICANCE

COMMENTS

Regional Parks

Irutizte site search 10
mest post 2010 need in
County.

Provides activa and
PEsKive open space
necocreary 1o serve the

More than 200 Acres will
b required.  Mowve
quickly; otherwise options

Parklanad in existing

expanding papulation. iosl as development
cncroaches.
Preserve caisling These cpen spaces Include pubhely owned

sivas to be studied as sites

Connecticul Avenue

reinforce the existing
character of the
adjacan;
neighborhoods.

neighbarheods undeveloped parcels in inciude some of the
1. Bush Property existing neighborhoods. last remaining are considered surplus.
] . Provide a tansition undeveloped parcels in
2. Slige ,MIH heeroreen existing centril the exisling
FProperty business disricts and ncighbarhoads. They
3. Wohlfarth adiacent residential represcnl 4 rare
Property neighborhoods. ppportunity to retain
4, Clarksburg CXisLiNE grocen open
Trangle Spaces.
5. Takoma Academy”
. Mal_dcn Lane
Prope
Green Bnulevards {reaze hich quality green | These boulevards Primaryv Merhods of
Highes: prigrity: boulevards with special cstabiish the mital Implementarion —
MD 255 characier along [visihlc impression of [Providing street trees,
Georgia Avanue artzrial] selected major Montgomery sidewalks, and] building
s 20 highwavs. County. They also sethacks achieved through
Other priarities: Serve @ macniain and regulatory review, and

dedizarion, or purchase.

: Appendix T cantaing a st of sues thar will be stucied for melusion in the Lagasy Open Space Propram. These and other new siles

14-970

wili be ca'lsndcrcd as parn ot the “Seleutior of & lm and "'Pm:uss l‘ar Senmg Pnonnes 15ec 'pag: 21-22
i i

Howeve:
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Regslution No. 14-970

Page 77: Amend first paragraph under Section XV to read:
XV. ACQUISITION OF LAND AND EASEMENTS

This plan identifies various sites for potential Connty purchase or acquisition of
easements. The Plan does not require the County to purchase all of the identified parcels

or preclude development under existing zoning. A property owner may choase 1o place a

property in voluntary reservatipp throuph agreements with the Cornmission to gain tax
benefits while funding sources for acquisition arg identified. If a property owner seeks to

develop one of the properties identified in this plan, the County will consider acquisition

- of the property or an easement at that time, including the placement of the property in
reservation (for [Category 1] Class I properties only) pending completion of the purchase.
For all sites in [Category 1 or 2] Class T or I, the County may decline to purchase the
property and allow the proposed development to proceed. In certain cases, where the
Legacy Open Space objectives can be accomplished through cluster development and
dedication of the ramainder of the property, this option mey also be considered under
various cluster zoning tools.

Technical Appendix D: Amend title page and first page to reflect the designation of Appendix D
properties as Class [T

Technical Appendix F: Add new Appendix F consisting of “Index 1o Legacy Open Space Sites”, to
read as foilows:
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LISTING OF LEGACY OPEN SPACE SITES

Resclution No.

SITE NAME "LEGACY OPEN | SITE PAGES
SPACE CLASSIFICATION
RESOURCE :
CATEGORY
Aubum Heritage Class 1l 49, 52
Resource
Bachelors Forest Natural Class lil Technical
Tributary of Resource Appendix D
Northwest Branch ! n
Barnesville Forest Natural Class | 33, 36
Resaurce
Bennett Stream  Natural Class i} ' Technical
Headwaters Resource Appendix D
Boyds Negro School | Historic Class llI Tachnical
—White Ground Reoad | Resgurce Appendix D
Bradley Boulevard Urbar Opan + Class lif Technical
{between Connecticut | Space Appendix D
& Wisconsin
Avenues) i
Brigham Property Water Supply Class Il ' Technical
: Protection _Appendix D
Broad Run Stream Natural Class Il 33,37
System | Resgurce .
Bucklodge Forest Natural - Class | 33, 35
- Resource :
Cahoon Property Matural Class I Technical
L Resource Appendix D
Canada Dry Building | Historic Class IlI Technical
on East-West FResource Appendix D
- Highway
Capital Greenway Class Il " Technical
Crescent/Mstropolitan  Connection - Appendix D
Branch Trail Gaps . -
Capitol View Park Heritage Class Il 51,54
Historic District Respurce
Carroll Place Heritage Class ll 51, 54
i Resource
Carver Schaol — Urban Opan Class llI Technical
Rockville | Space Appendix D

14-970



REeaclution KNa.

14-970

Casey Farm — Matural Clasgs I Technical
Washington Grove Resource Appendix D
J.H. Cashel! Farm Heritage Class Il | 50, 53
| (Casey Property) Resource
Chevy Chase Ciub Heritage Class Il Technical
Resaurce Appendix D
Clarksburg Extension | Natural Class Il Technical
Resource Appendix D
Clarksburg General Historic Class il Technical
Store {Indian Trading | Resource Appendix D
Post}
Clarksburg Triangle : Urban Cpen Class | 70, 73
Property Space
Dartry House & Store | Heritage Class Il 80, 53
Ressurce ; ;
Easement Purchase |Farmlandand ; Class |l 65, 86
Area: Properties East : Rural Qpen
- of Poolesvilie to Space
Seneca Creek State
Park: _
Easement Purchase | Farmland and : Class 1! @5, 65
| Area: Proparties Rural Open :
. Narth of Clarksburg Space
Master Plan Area and
East of Little Bannstt !
Regional Park !
Easement Purchase | Farmland and Ciass Il | 65, 66
Area: Properties Rural Open .
North of Clarksburg ~ Spacsa
Master Plan Area and
West of 1-270 '
Easement Purchase | Farmiand and Class Il 65, 66
Area: Properties Rural Opan
North of Damascus | Space
i Master Plan Area
Within the Patuxent !
River Watershad '
Easement Purchase  Farmland and | Class Il £5, 66
Arga: Properties Rural Open
Northwest of Space
Laytonsville
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Resolution Heo. 14-970

' Easement Purchase ! Farmland and Ciass |} 65, 66
Area: Properties West ; Rural Cpen
. of Georgia Avenus Space
and North of
Brookevilis Rpad
{hetween the
Hawlings River and
Reddy Banch)
Edgewood Heritage Class Il 48, 50, 52
Resgurce
Ednar Branch Rural ~ Waler Supply Class [ 42, 44
Cluster Area - Protection
Properties '
Ednor Farms Natural Class Il ; Technical
- Resource ' i Appendix D
"Erdle Property — Water Supply Class IIi Technicat
acrogs from Denit Protection Appendix D
Fox Branch Rural Watar Supply Class il 42, 44
| Cluster Area Protection
_Properties :
Fraley Farm — Natural Class lli Technical
! Eastern Partion . Resource Appendix D
Freseman Property — | Matural Class ill Technical
Upper Rock Creek Respurce Appendix D
Friends Advice Heritage i Class I 50, B3
. Resource
Furnace Branch | Natural . Ciass | 33, 36
| Headwaters Area Resource ]
Green Boulevard: Urcan Open Class | 70,73
~Bush Property Space
Green Boulevard: Urban Open Class Il 71,73
Connecticut Avenue | Space
From Aspen Hill to
District of Columbia .
. Green Boulevard: Urban Open Class Il 71,73
Georgia Avenue (MO | Space
Route 97) L
Grasn Boulevard: Urban Cpen Ciass il 70,73
Maryland Route 355 | Spaca
Green Boulevard. Urban Open Class ill Technical
Mew Hampshirg Space Appendix D

Avenue near Sliga
Creek
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Green Boulevard: Urban Open | Ciass 11) ! Technical
University Boulevard | Space Appendix D
{Green Boulevardg: Urhan Open Class Il 71,73
US 29 (Colesville Rd. | Space
& Columbia Pike)
Greenwnoad | Heritage Class I 50, 52
. Resource : -
Haights Branch Watar Supply Class Il 43, 44
Procperties Protection '
Harewaod Heritage Class Il 50, 52
. Resource
Hendry Property Greenway Class Ml Technical
Connection Appendix D
Hilliard Farm Heritage . Class | 50, 53
Rescurce
Holland House & Red Heritage Class 1l - 49, 52
Doar Store Resource '
Hoyles Mill Diabase Natura! Class ) 33, 36
Forest Area Resource
Hoyles Mill Diabase Natural Class | 32, 33, 36
Area (North of White | Resource '
1 Ground Road)
Hovles Mill Diabase  Natural Class | 32, 35
| Area (South of White | Resource '
Ground Road) :
- Hyattstown Forast Natural Class | 33, 37
Buffer Area Rasource
Jolles Property on Lirban Open Class il Technical
East-West Highway | Space Appendix D :
Land to East and Heritage Class I 50, 53 ‘.
West of Hyattstown Resource
Limestone Ecaological | Naturat Class | 33, 36
Corridar Resource
Link Between Rock Greenway Class | 87, 59
Creek and Senaca Connection
Greenway Trail
' Corridors _
Little Bennett Naturai . Class I Technical
Headwaters Resource Aopendix D
Loughborough House | Heritage Class Il 50, 93
Resource
Lower Hawlings River | Water Supply Class Il 42 44
Rural Cluster Area Protectian
| Properties
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*Maiden Lane Urkan Open Class | 70,73
Property Space
Lower James Creek | Water Supply Class Il 42, 44
Rural Cluster Area Protection
Properiies
Middle Mt. Zicn Water Supply Class Il 43, 44
Tributary Properties | Protection
- National Institute of Heritage Class |l B1, 54
Dry Cleaning Resource
- Narth Branch Buffer Natural {Class | a3, 24, 37
Area Resource
Northwest Branch Greenway Class ! 57, 58
Trail Corridor Connectian
MNorthwest Corner of | Urban Open Class |l Technical
MD Route 355 and Space Appendix D
Montrase Road ;
Paint Branch Church | Natural Class il . Technical
Site Resource Appendix D
Paint Greenway Class Il Technical
i Branch/Patuxent : Connection Appendix D
River Connection
Paint Branch Peach Natural Class li! Technical
Orchard Lots Resource Appendix D
Patuxent River Water Supply Class I 42, 44
Mainstem Gap Areas | Protection
Patuxenl River Water Supply Class il 43, 44
Headwaters Protection
. Tributaries Area :
Patuxent River Trail Gresnway Class | b7, 59,60
Corridor Connection
Potomac Bend Forest | Natural i Class I Technical
' Resource Appendix D
Rache| Carson Water Supply Class I Technical
Extension Protection Appendix D
Ready Branch Water Supply Class Il ' 43, 44
Properties .| Protection
| Regional Park Urban Open Class I 69 -73
' Space :
River Road Shale Natural Class | i 32,35
_Barrens Resource :
Seneca Gresnway Greenway Class | : 57, 58
Trail Corridor Connectian
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Sarpentine Barrens Natural | Class | H, 35
Resource
Slige Mill Praperty Urban Open Class | 70,73
Space . -
Soloman Simpson Heritage Class 5D, 583
Farm Resource i
i South Serpentine Natural Class | 31, 37
Area Resource
Stream Prolection Natural Class il Technical .
Area along Ten Mile  Resource Agpendix D !
Creek - | J
Takoma Academy Urkan Open I Class | 70,73 '
Space : !
Trail Connections Urban Open Class [lI Technical ;
. along MD Route 355 | Space Appendix D
Triadelphia Lake Water Supply . Class 1) Technical
Area Protectian i Appendix D
Verhits Property Natural " | Class lit Technical
Resource ' Appendizx D
Wallace Poole Famm | Herltage Class | 50, 53
Resqurce
Walter Reed — Forest | Urban Cpen Class Il Technical
Glen Space Appendix D J
Warren M.E. Church | Herltage Class | 5, 53 :
Historic Site Resource
Webb Tract Urban Open Class I Technical i
i Space Appendix D 5
White/Carlin Farm . Heritage Class i 50, 53
P " Resource
- Wohlfarth Property Urban Open Class | 70,73
Space
Creneral

The Councif directs the Planning Staff to work with Counzil Staff to review the current
requirements for preliminary plan subnmission and determing whether these requirements should
he modified in cases where M-NCPPC is planning to purchase the property. The Staft review
should determine whether certain required elements of the preliminary plan submission are not
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necassary if the property will not be developed (e.z., traffic analysis). Park and Planning
Department Staff should prepare a memerandum for submission to the Council surnmarizing
their conclusions together with any changes in law or regulation that would be necessary to
implement the recommended chapges. Since the Council has not identified any reason to require
different development submissions for Legacy purchases as compared to ather purchases for
public purposes, this review should consider development submissions for all types of County

purchases of land.

All fipures and tables included in the Plan are to be revised where appropriate to reflect

District Council changes to the Planming Board (Final} Drafl Legacy Open Space Funetional
Master Plan. Maps should be revised where necessary to conform with Council actions. The
text 15 to be revisced as necessary to achieve cladty and consistency, to update factual
mformation, and to convey the actions of the District Council. All identifying references partain
to the Planning Board Draft Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan.

This is a correct copy of Couneil action.

ot P Fertinn
Mary 4. Edgar, C‘l)jl;f
Cler¥ of the Council




POLICY AND PLANNING OVERVIEW

d  Nationwide Perspective
- County Perspective

3 F’ubliﬁ: Opinion and Need
4 Public Purpose

dJ  Planning Framework

‘4 Protecting the Green Infrastructure

]
et

Interin Reference Edition




POLICY AND PLANNING OVERVIEW

NATIONWIDE PERSPECTIVE

Throughout the United States. voters are expressing ardent support for the
dedication of tax revenues to preserve open space, natural resources, farmland and
historic argas as a means of protecting state and lacal environments as well as state
and local econcimies. Voters acrass America have sent a clear message of strong
suppert for dedicated funding for open space protection te assure a high quality of
life in rural, suburban, and urban areas.

There is a greater understanding that conservation and open space are investments
rather than costs. Parks and protected open space are increasingly recognized as
yital to the quality of life that not only offers environmental protection and
recreational oppaortunity, but also fuels economic health. As the nation moves
toward a mixed economy based on services, light industry, consumer goods, and
new technaology businesses, their emplayees no longer are tied to traditional
employment centers. Today, businesses shop for appealing locations and they
clearly prefer communities with a high guatity of ife, including an abundance of open
space, nearby recreation. and pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods.

Across the country, voters in the November 1988 elections approved some 173
state. county. and local open space ballot measures. Approximately $7.5 billion of
new state and local bands and dedicated revenues were authorized to protect rural,
suburban, and urban open space. The clear message of the diverse ballot
measures is that voters are enthusiastically endorsing programs to protect and
enhance “green infrastructure.” They show a willingness to help pay for
comprehensive strategies ta guide more environmentally sensitive growth - smart

growth.’

These initigtives were complemented by the strong private efforts of nonprofit land
trusts along with broad coalitions of conservation, business, faming, historic
preservation, and community organizations. Private and public partnerships
effectively pratecl open spaces hy prowdmg excellent leverage of dedicated
government revenues.

COUNTY PERSPECTIVE

Monigamery County's park, natural resource, farmland, and heritage conservation
effarts have been a priarity of the Montgomery County Planning Board since its
inception in 1927 . Conservation ofthese open space resources have contributed to

" Special thanks 12 1he Comservatior Fund and Land Trust Alliance for their nalional perspective and

stahshce.

4
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the guality of life and community character that support the County’s economic weil-
keing.

Mantgomery County has more than 50,000 acres of protected green open space
inciuding parkland and private congervation open spaces. Rural open spaces and
farmland have also been protected by inclusion in Montgamery County's 96,000
acre Agricultural Reserve. In addition, a range of urban parks conserves open
space in our mare densely developed areas, while a2 small number of Special Parks
‘include historic/cultural features. Heritage resources am also protected through
designation on Montgomery County’s Master Plan far Historic Presecvaiion which
includes 20 county historic districts and 356 individual historic sites. Appendix A
provides an inventary of open spaces in Montgomery County, associated funding
levels. and 2010 need assessment.

The Planning Beard's early commitment to environmental stewardship and
conservation of the stream valley system provided the policy framework for the
"“Weadges and Corridors® concept in the 1984 Gengral Plan and subsequent 1983
General Plan Refinement. This open space framework has become an important
palicy underpinning that guides a wide range of planning and requlatory policies,
programs, and projects.

For more than a half century, Montgomery County's investment in open space
consenvation has helped the County “grow sman” by —

= Guiding devetopment from the wedge arzas to designated growth areas,
thersby aveiting the costs of development sprawl.

u Providing a high guality of life that attracts new residents, businesses, and
tourists to our communities.

n Conserving stream valleys and floodplains, thereby saving millions of dollars
" that would otherwise be lost in property damage from floods or the costs of
providing protection from floods.

= Promeoting healthy stream conditions that cantribute to the maintenance of
' stream ecclogy and pratection of the Chesapeake Bay.

= Protecting and préserving sensitive environmental areas and heritage
resources for the benefit of present and future generations.

= Providing sxtensive open space recreational apportunities.

» Safeguarding our agricultural economy by protecting more than 98,000 acres
' of farmland and rural open spaces in a designated Agricultural Reserve.

5
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- Energizing and often revitalizing urban and suburban neighborhoads, while
boosting the property values of nearby properties.

m Facilitating our ability to meet Federal and State environmental goals and
regulatory responsibilities.

[ Educating the present and future generations of environmental stewards.

PUBLIC OPINION AND NEED

Throughout the past half-century, Montgomery County citizens have voiced strong
support for open space and heritage conservation. More recently, the voice has
intensified in concert with the Planning Board’'s heightened commitment to open
space protection beyond the park system and recognition of the great need to
increase pulblic awarenass of historic resources.

Broad support and demand for open space and heritage protection and
interpretation was echoed throughout the public opinion surveys that accompanied
the 1998 Fark, Recreation, and Open Space (PROS) Master Plan (Appendix B).
The surveys represent an important gauge of nead and demand, which resulted in
two key PROS recommendations:

» Acquisition of natural areas should ba a very high priority as evidenced by
residents’ strong interest in preserving forests, streams, and wildlife habitat.

" Priarity should be given 1o nature center facilities and interpretative programs
for natural areas and historic sites. Considerable interest was expressed in
preservation of natural areas, visiting historic sites, and attending historic

programs.

The PROS Plan also identifies future 2010 parkland acquisition need. A total of
4,470 additional park acres is proposed in the Long Range Park Acquisition
Program. More than 80% of these lands are targeted for conservation use.

Only a small portion of the long-range pragram is included for acquisition in the
proposed six-year Capital Improvement Program because of funding limitations (see
Appendix C). Funding for the acquisition program has been limited to State Program
QOpen Space Grant asquisition funds. The FYQ1-D8 program totals naarly $21 million
(516.2 million far non-local parks and $4.7 million for local parks). Based on past
averages, this would allow acquisition of approximately 1,500 acres of land, of which
1,300 acres will be canservation acres - primarily in the Upper Paint Branch, GGreat
Seneca, Little Seneca, and other stream valley parks -- and acquisitions to seclre
property for master planned greenways, Black Hill Regional Park, and othar park
completions. This leaves the majority of the long-range program for acquisition in
futlire years.

€
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The M-NCPPRC Park Acquisition Program is defined as a “leve! of effort” funding
program that focuses primarily ¢n the acquisition of lands that extend or enhance
the existing park system with emphasis on stream valley protection. The Acquisition
Program gives priority to sites (1) needed for park development, (2) master planned
for acquisition and available from willing seflers, and (3) sites that will complete
missing links in the park system ar that represent opportunity acquisitions.
Acquisition relies, as much as possible, on dedication and denations. In addition,
CIP funding for histaric resource protection focuses generally an renovation and

stahilization.

This level of effort greatly limits the County's ability to proactively acquire large tracts
of exceptional lands or easements that contribute to and safeguard Montgomery
County’s natural and heritage resources. The Legacy Open Space program includes
a new funding strategy approved by the County Councit to augment current CIP
programs {o protect vital County resources of significance. Legacy Open Space will
rely on dedicated funding of public dollars from County gavernmentin coencert with a
broad range of state and federal government, private foundation and corporate
funding sources and gifts. '

PUBLIC PURPOSE

The Montgomery County Flanning Board recognizes the need {0 examine the
County's natural envircnment and cultural heritage and create a comprehensive
open space protection strategy. The public purpases of open space lands include
guiel refuge, recreational and educational opportunities, and contributions to air
guality improvement for all County residents. Open spaces also reduce non-poiint
source pollution, protect the public water supply, provide significant wildlife habitat
and biodiversity, and often preserve a setting reflective of our cultural heritage.

Preserving -our open spaces also makes good economic sense.  Agriculture
continues ta be an important part 0 the County's economic base. Investing in open
space and farmland helps to stabilize the tax rate by lowering the demand for
expensive government services info the agricultural wedge areas. Open spaces
also heip. Montgomery County compete in a global economy, where ¢corporate
executives assess quality-of-life issues for their employees when making decisions

- ahout locating, expanding, or maintaining job-creating facilities.

As the County grows and matures. the use of the fand changes and there is a very
real risk that Montgomery County will lose its open spaces, particularly those of
exemplary conservation value. These lands should be set aside in public trust for ail -
current and future generations. These open spaces will make a substantial and
lasting cantribution towards assuring all residents, present and future, the continued
quality and availability of open spaces imperiant to the values, interests, and
heritage of County residents.
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The balance between the built and unbuilt environments is important to cur social
and economic good health. The future well being of Montgomery County citizens
depends upon maintaining the quality and availability of open space lands.

Recognizing the impeortant linkage betwesen conservation, guality of life, and
economic vitality, an aggressive and coordinated pregram is essential to better
assure that our open spaces enrich the lives of current residents and are passed on
to future generations.

V. PLANNING FRAMEWORK

A broad spectrum of public and private initiatives guide open space conservation
efforts in Mantgomery County, However, na programmatic framework organizes the
multitude of initiatives and cverarching policies into a focused and coordinated land
conservation effort.  As a result, resources are protected on a case-by-case basis
without benefit of comprehensive vision. Furthermore, many already protected
resources are not available to the public for interpretative or educational opportunity.

Particulary troublesome is the realization that tands of exemplary conservation
value, the lands that “rise above the rest”, may be listed as needing protection in a
multitude of documents, yet they are nat part of a comprehensive open space

protection strategy.

Open space initiatives receive policy and programmatic guidance from six pivotal
documents® — (1) the 1864 General Plan and 1993 General Plan Refinement, (2)
the Park. Recrcation, and Cpen Space (PROS) Flan, (3) “Parks for Tomorrow, "(4)
fhe Functional Plan for the Presernvation of Agricofture and Rural Open Space, (5)
the Cauntywide Fark Trais FPlan, and (6} the Master Plan for Historic Preservalion.

The PROS Plan identifies open space, recreation, and hetitage needs and provides
quidance an acquisition, development, and operational policy, sets priorities for the
CIP, and lists exemplary natural and heritage resource areas. The supplemeant to
the PROS Plan, “Parks for Tomorrovs,” highlights a series of park, open space, and
heritage conservation, vision strategies, guidelines, and actions for the next seventy
years. The Functional Flan for the Protection of Agriculitire end Rural Open Space
recommends land use and zoning strategies to protect more than 98,000 acres of
farrniand and rural open spaces. The Counfywide Park Trails Plan recommends a
vision and implementation strategy to deiiver an interrelated trail network throughout
the County. The Mastar Fian for Hisforic Preservalion and Chapter 24A of the
Maryland Code recommend specific sitee and enviranmental settings necessary to

? | he=e docurnents zlso include a broad rance of oivate conservatian mitiatives 3= well as olher pabiic
agency apen space conservalion Lrograms.

a
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VI

protect and preserve significant historic and  cultural resources. The
recommendations and implementation strategies expressed in these documents are
translated into site-specific projects in a variaty of ways — PROS implementaticn
studies, park master ptans, community master plan park acquisition propesals,
subdivision review, Capital Improvements Prngram and planning/coordinating with
other agencies or entities.

In addition to these planning decuments, our open space pians are guided by the
state's smart growth initigtives. Legacy Open Space will help shape the
development envelope and protect sensitive areas, providing one means of
implementing these initiatives.

The Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan provides an overarching strategy
to protect the exceptional open spaces that are key to the green infrastructure
throughout the County, by organizing the myriad of policies, programs, and plans
into an initiative encompassing six resource categaries. These include: Protection
of Sensitive Natural Resources, Water Supply, Hentage Resources, Greenway
Connections, Farmland and Rural Open Space, and Urban Open Space.

PROTECTING THE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

The green infrastructure of Montgomery County consists of cur stream valleys,
important forest. field and stream habitats, productive farmland, historic and rural
vistas, gur urban green spaces and access "corridors” for people and wildlife. The
green infrastructure benefits water and air quality, provides habitat for many species
of plants and animals, provides visual relief, and recreational opportunities far
communities and individuals while allowing visual and physical access to our cultural
and natural resources.

The Marytand Department of Natural Resources has developed a data base and a
series of maps showing the green infrastructure strictly from a natural rescurces
perspective. This information, along with local environmental inventories, state and
local historical and archzological records, and information on farmiland preservation
wers used to identify areas Montgomery recognizes as its own “gresh
infrastructure.” The green infrastructure, as the state defines it, consists of natural
resources “hubs’ containing important ecological communities or key resources,
connected hy corridoss that have the greatest potential for connecting the hubs, A
closer examination of this information for Montgomery Golnty shows that many of

. the hubs and corridors are already partially protectad, hawever. portions of some of

the corridors have already been compramised by approved development. The
Legacy Open Space Program will protect key elements of this green infrastructure
and study how to protect the remaining areas.

The County's green infrastructurs is protected in different ways (See map on page
11). Some land is protected by park ownership, ownership by conservation or land

9
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trust organizations, and conservation easements dedicated ta the county or to
conservation groups. Agricultural easements in the Rural Density Transter (RDT)
zone protect agrcultural uses and rural apen space, however, landowners have the
opportunity to buy back the easement after 25 years if they prove the land is no
longer suitable for farming. While agricultural easemenis require the implementation
of a soil and water canservation plan, clearing of land for farming rmay compromise
some types of habitat. Certain zones {such as the RDT and Rural Neighborhood
Ciuster. or RNC zones) allow limited types and densities of development, especially
to protect rural and agricultural areas. When development is approved in any zone,
the M-NCPPLZ Planning Board's Environmental Cuidelines are used to secure
conservation sasements on key enviranmental features. In some cases, the
developer dedicates a portion of the property containing these environmental
features to parkland. Figure 1 shows the protected portians of the county’s green
infrastructure.

Not all open spaces are the same. Different types of apen space are needed to
protect different types of resources and to provide for the many active and passive
uses desired by the county's citizens. It is important to identify and provide the
appropriate level of protection needed to assure a healthy and accessible natural
and cultural environment.

Many different tools and funding sources are used o protect the green infrastructure
{see Tahle 1). Legazcy Open Space emhbraces these tools and provides a way fo
supplement them and prioritize their use in acquiring lands and easements to

protect open space.

Even given all these tools, some open space resources are lost hecause they have
not been identified, or because the toals and funding levels are insufficient. The
Legacy Open Space Program has been developed to provide a unified machanism
for identifying and safeguarding these resources.

Vil. RELATIONSHIP TO AREA MASTER PLANS AND FUNCTIONAL MASTER
‘PLANS

This functional pian amends all area master plans countywide approved as of the
date of the final adoption of the plan to the extent that this plan designates additional
sites that should be considered for park acquisition, easement protection or
additional protection through the development process. All sites indicated in this
plan are not guaranteed to receive funds or to be fully acquired through Legacy
Open Space. Rather, this plan identifies sites where some form of protection is
desirable, including full or partial acquisitian, purchase of easements, or dedication
and other preservation in conjunction with development af the property.

There are numerous iools at the County’s disposal for protecting important
resources. Zoning, special protection area status, clustering, designated

10
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CURRENT PATTERN OF PROTECTED OPEN SPACE
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conservation easements and dedications are amang the tools that do not require
acquisition. Inclusion in the Legacy Cpen Space Functional Master Plan does not
mean that these alternative options have been rejected as a feasible means of
protecting the resource. Foreach Legacy Property, the full range of teols available
under the existing zoning should be considered before a decision is made to acquire

a property.

For Legacy sites. this Plan does not alter zoning or other land use recommendations
found in area master plans or functional master plans. During the review of area
master plans, the Planning Soard and Council should identify tha best land use and
zoning for each site, without allowing a Legacy designation to influence the
evaluation of zoning options. Some Legacy sites may be developed in accordance
with master plans and zoning if other funding priorities preciude protection. In
addition, designation of a Legacy site should not be the basis for denying or
approving a propasad sewer and water category change to the County Sewer and
Water Plan.  Similarly, the availability of water and sewer to a property will not
influence the decision to designate a Legacy site. The basis for evaluating sewer
and water category changes is the Sewer and Water Plan and relevant area master
plans.
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CREATING THE LEGACY

VIL.

LEGACY FRAMEWORK

Legacy Open Space focuses and coardinates efforts to proactively protect and
interpret apen space lands of exceptional significance and value. This endeavor
huilds on the existing park system, it further heightens the Planning Board's
conservation commitment to assure current and future generations of quality and
availability of these exceptional resources.

it is in the public interest to aggressively pursue an effort to bring these
exceptional lands into the public domain, protect by easement, or, when
appropriate, to create innovative partherships with ather government entities and
private arganizations to protect iands of mutual interest.

Legacy Open Space supports and complements on-going open space protection
initiatives, it is not intended to duplicate efforts. It promotes near-term priority
protection for exceptional resourcas that are not included in other acquisition

programs.

The success of the Legacy Qpen Space program depends on well-funded
acquisition and interpretative programs. Although Legacy Open Space will
pratect natural areas unigque to Montgomery County or préserve properties
commemaorating our heritage, unless these areas are interpreted, their ability to
educate future generations will be lost.

Legacy Open Space depends on a dedicated revenue stream to support
acquisition and faster innovative partnerships with private foundations,
corparations, and organizations. Using revenue from park bonds along with
funding from Federai, state, lacal, and private sources, the Legacy Cpen Space
vision can become a reality. '

The primary emphasis, particularly in the early years, for the expenditure of
Legacy funds derived from County general obligation bonds, is {o protect ocpen
space through the acquisition of land and easements. As the program matures,
it will be broadened ta include activities to implement the education and
stewardship goals of the program.

Exceptional sites that are currently county-owned resources may be transferred
to the M-NCPPC in order to assure protection, stewardship, or use as a park

facility.

County funds are intended to have a muitiptier effect, leveraging cther public
funds and private contributions.

1€
{nterim Refarence Edition



VIl

LEGACY CRITERIA

Resources of exceptional countywide significance are best defined by the conditions
that elevate them to “rise above the rest”. The following ¢riteria provide the
foundation for the Legacy Open Space priority recommendations:

The Resource has particular countywide, regianal, or national significance in
terms of (a) known or potential habitats for rare, threatenad, or endangered
species; {b) a “best example” of terrestrial or aguatic community; (c) unique or
unusual ecological communities; (d) large, diverse areas with a variety of
habitats; or (e} exceptional viewscapes, architectural character, or histaric

association.

The Resource is critical to the successful implementation of public policy such as
the protaection of the Agricultural Reserve and public water supply.

The Resource is part of a “critical mass® aof like resources that perform an
impartant enviranmental or heritage function.

The Resource makes a significant contribution to one or maore heritage themes.

The Resaurce provides human ar ecalogical connectivity between significant
park, natural or historic areas and/or corridors.

The Resource helps ta buffer and thereby pratect other significant resources.

The Rasource represents an opportunity for broadening interpretation and public
understanding of natural and heritage resources.

The Rescurce provides a significant opportunity (a) to increase access o public
open space in communities with high population densities, (b) to protect scarce
op&n space in an urbanized community, {¢) to improve the character of a green
boulevard of countywide or regional significance, ar (d} to provide for a new
regional park facility.

17
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DEFINING THE LEGACY

IX.

LEGACY VISION

Legacy Cpen Space is framed by an gpen space vision to orchestrate existing and
proposed conservation initiatives into a coherent. interrelated, countywide network

of green. The vision provides an image of how the open space elements that
comprise “green infrastructure” will evalve in the future, and establish a visual

framework for decisions to make that vision become a reality.

The vision interrelates natural and heritage rescurcas, rural and urban open spaces,
farmland, and park and trait systems to create a pattern of open space with the
following characteristics:

»  Pretected green space along the Patuxent and Potomac Rivers safeguards the
water supply. natural rescurces, heritage clusters, and trailiwildlife corridors.

' Cross-county trail tinkages between the Patuxent River, Potomac River, and the
Northwest Branch of the Anacostia River provide imporant open space features
far urban, suburban, and rural residents.

« Significant patural resources, primarily in the upper county, are protected.
Additionally, smaller significant natural areas in the more urbanized porhans of
the county are protected and interpreted.

» The open space setting for significant hertage rescurces is protected.

» Important urban open spaces enhance the image of green boulevards along our
major roads and provide new urban open space possihilities.

=~ Agricultural and rural open spaces are safeguarded and sumound our developed
areas.

The primary emphasis, particularly in the early years, for the expenditure of Legacy
funds derived frorm County general obligation bonds, is to protect open space
through the acquisition of land and easements. As the program matures, it will be
broadened ta include activities to implement the education and stewardship goals of
the program. Capital impravements should be funded from other sources.

LEGACY OPEN SPACE ELEMENTS

Legacy Open Space recommendations are organized into six Resource Categories
as follows:

20
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Resource Category #1: Protection of Environmentally Sensitive Natural
Resources

These are high quality naturai areas where ecological processes are allowed 1o take
place with limited human disturbance. These areas, which offer the user a high
guality outdoor experience in a sufficiently quiet and tranguil setting, may include
large contiguous forest land with a diversity of native plants and animals, good
quality stream systems which support diverse aquatic cammunities, high quality
wetlands or other unigue habitats for plants and wildlife. Criteria for identifying these

areas include:

A Unique or exemplary natural communities, including habitats for rare,
threatened and endangered or watchlist species and/or those bhased on
unique geological formations.

B. Large areas of good quality, contiguous forest or large areas with a
diversity of habitats that suppart a diversity of plants and wildlifa.
C. Land well suited to buffar sensitive resources ar for use as a

wildlife/human use corrider hetween significant naturat areas.
Resource Category #2: Protaction of Water Supplies

This category includes easements {(or occasionally acquisition) of properties,
preferably greater than 10 acres, bordering the mainstem ar a tributary streamto the
Patuxent River. Sites will continue to be identified where the risk of degradation to
the streams draining into the drinking water supply is greatest. Ideally, properties or
clusters of properties would be adjacent to, or upstream of, parkland. The following
criteria would be used to identify properties under this catagory:

A The property containg land in the Patuxent Primary Managzment Area (1/4
mile from the Patuxent mainstem and 1/8 mile from all tributaries).
B. Properties within priority subwatersheds identified by the Countywide Stream
- Protection Sirategy, the Saurce Water Protection Program, or other studies
indicating vulnerable areas.
C. Froperties (preferably greater than 10 acres) or groups of properties
containing or adjacent to streams and adjacent to parkland.

Resource Category #3; Conservation of Heritage Resources

An individual histaric site or a property lacated within a designated historic district
with significant surrounding undeveloped or farm tand that contributes to the histaric
character and aidés in the interpretation of the historic property or area. Grougings
of sites that will be emphasized in this category inciude significant open space
surrounding Heritage Sites in the fotlowing areas:

A Underground Railroad/Quaker Cluster

21
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B. Farming History Cluster
C. Industrial Heritage Cluster
D. Rail Community Cluster

Resource Category #4: Protection of Greenway Connections

Any areas that help provide attractive, park-like connections between natural
resources, heritage resources, rural, and urban open spaces. The character of
these ppen space connections will vary depending on the type of landscape they
traverse-they may be "green sireets” in urban areas or wide contiguous areas of
forestland in less developed areas. The criteria for identifying sites for Legacy Open
Space Protection include:

Gaps in major natural surface trail corridors identified by the Countywide
Park Trails Plan

Resource Category #5: Protection of Farmland and Rural Open Spaces

Farmland and Rural Open Space have been designated for protection and
preservation in Montgomery County since the adoption of the original "WWedges and
Corridors" General Plan in 1982, Montgomeary County remains committed to a

- strang and eveolving program of agricultural and cpen space preservation programs,
Legacy Open 3pace proposes a new program designed to work as a complemsantto
the existing TOR and Agricultural Easement (AEP) programs. as well as the use of
Legacy funds to supplement AEF funding. The new program would be a Legacy
Open Space easement for "excepticnal” properties in the agricultural zones, and the
easement would require a density reduction to at least 1 dwelling per 50 acres, but
nc TDRs would be transferred.  This would achieve the open space and density
reduction goals of Legacy, but allow the property cwner to retain the ahility to sell
the TDRs separateiy. Criteria used to identify sites for this pragram include:

A Areas on the edges of the Agricultural Reserve.
B. . Active Farmland that could be protected through Agriculiural Easements.

Resource Category #5. Protection of Urban Open Spaces

Urban open spaces are generally thought of as undeveloped outdoor spaces,
definad by buildings or streets that provide attractive amenity spaces and natural
areas in wrban areas. While they are gencrally landscaped green areas, they may
alsn include urban forest, "green boulevards™. private open spaceas, school grounds,
and parks that serve urban residents. Criteria for identifying sites in this category
include: :

A. . Key open spaces alang major highways,
B. Vacant land within existing urban neighborhoods.

22
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C. Important urban natural areas. especially if they promote interconnection
of the urban green infrastructure.

Additionally, this category includes a special need for & new mid-county regional
park site. A regional park site should be over 200 acres in size and abie to
accommodate both conservation and recreation goals. See Resource Category #6
in next chapter for detailed criteria far site selection.

Xl, CLASSIFICATION OF SITES

The master plan recagnizes that not all sites suggested during the preparation of the
master plan have been thoroughly evaluated for inclusion in the plan. This
document, therefore, identifies classes of sites to be considered as part of the
master plan. Class | and || sites, detailed and mapped in each resource section
(pages 33-80), are those that cleatly meet the criteria and are considered
appropriate for Legacy funding. Class |l sites, listed in Appendix D. reguire further
study to determine whether they meet the criteria and to delineate the size and
configuration of those portions of the properties that are most suitable for inclusion
in Legacy Open Space. [n addition, the petential for conflicts with other County
goals must be evaluated. If a portion of parkland proposed for acquisition under the
Legacy program contains a County appraved right-of-way for future transporiation
facilities, the Park and Planning Depattment will consider at time of acquisition
whether that portion should be designated for future conveyance to the appropriate
transportation authority. See Appendix F for a complete list of sites and target areas
with their classification.

Sites in the variopus classes will be handled ag fallows:
Class | — Sites Included in Master Plan with reservation option

If a site is listed in the Natural Resources categary (pages 41-43, excluding the
Broad Run Stream Systemn), the Greenway Connections category (pages 86-67) or

" in the Urban Open Space ¢ategory (page 80) and mapped on page 30, it will be
protected in the following ways:

= |fdevelopmentis proposed, the proposed development will be evaluated forthe
extent of resource protection provided through development design and various
regulatory tools,

» |fthe determination is made that the site would be adequately protected by the
development review process and resulting dedication or easements, the site may
continue through the development process.,

|f the determination is made that the sife would not be adequately protected by
the development review process, the entire site or a portion of the site will be
identified for acguisition or sasement.
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The site or a portion thereaf will be targeted for legacy funding according to the
process for setting prionties,

The entire site or a portion thereof may be put in reservation for a period up to
three years.

if necessary, condemnation power may be used ta complete the acquisition.
Avaitable funding and the process for setting priorities may not necessarily result
in acquisition of, or easements an, every property identified.

If the County decides not to purchase a property at the expiration of the
reservation period, the property may be developed according the applicable
master plan's land use and zoning. Emphasis will be placed on protection of as
much of the resource of interest as possible through the development design
Process.

Class || — Sites included in the Master Plan

All other sites nat included in Class | and listed in the tables on pages 43 (the Broad
Run Stream Systern only), 50, 58-61, 73, and BQ (Green Boulevards and Regional
Park site} are considered pant of the plan, but will not be considered for placementin
reservation

If development is proposed, the proposed development will be evaluated for the
extent of resource protection pravided through development design and various
regulatary tools.

If the determination is made that the site would be adequately protected by the
development review process and resulting dedication or easements, the site may

* continue through the development process.

If the determination is made that the site would not be adequately protected by
the developiment review pracess. the entire site or a portion aof the site will be
identified for acquisition or easement.

The site or a porticn thereof may be targeted for legacy funding or protection
according to the process for setting priorities.

Availablz funding and the process for setting priorities may not necessarily result
in acquisition of or easemeants on every propery identified.

It necessary, condemnation power may be used o complete the acquisition.
If the County does not proceed with acquisition of the site, the property may be
developed according the applicable land use master plans and zoning.

Class lll - Sites Ihcludad in Appendix D

This class includes sites that were nominated for inclusion in this plan but have
not been fully evaluated. The master plan proposes a process for further study
and potential incorporation into the Legacy Open Space program (see sectian Xl
for more details).

Owners of Class 1l sites may initiate the process for further study of their
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properties by submiliing a written request to staff. Staff will also conduct
independent studies of existing Class 11l sites as part of the process for adding
new sites, changing the level of protection outlined in Section XII, ar if
development if propased or the resources on the site are threatened.

»  Whether owner- or staff- initiated, the study will determine whether a site meets
the Legacy Criteria and make recommendaiions to the Planning Board and
County Council, as appropriate.

»  Staff wilt attempt to complete owner-initiated studies of Class |l sites and repart

"~ to the Planning Board its recommendations within 90 days. Some natural
resources category and other properties may require longer, seasconally-
determined study periods,; in no ¢ase shall such studies run longer than one year
from the date of owner request.

s [fthe site meets the criteria, it may be recommended for addition to the Legacy
acquisition pragram as a Class | or Il site and targeied for priority funding
according to the process far setting priorities.

» Key resources on sites that are not added to the Legacy Program may be
protected through the development process.

Voluntary Reservation

Property owners of sites that are identified for acguisition in either Class | or Il may
be able to enter into a voluntary reservation contract with M-NCPPC. Voluntary
reservation, which requires the consent of both parties, prevides tax benefits to the
property owner duting the period that M-NCPPC is seeking funding sources o
acquire the property in reservation. Voluntary reservation is usually a cne-year
contract that is renewable on an annual basis and can be renewed indefinitely.
Voluntary reservation entered into under this master pfan does not inhibit the
Commission from placing a Class | property in inveluntary reservation for the time
allotted by law. See the subdivision regulations (Section 50-31 of Montgomery
County Cede) for current information ¢n voluntary and involuntary reservation.

Properties Being Acquired Using Other Funding Sourcas

There are numerous praperties that the County has acquired or will revigw for
acquisition using funding sources other than Legacy QOpen Space that may
otherwise have been candidates for inclusion in the Legacy Qpen Space Functional
Master Plan as Class i resources. Examples of such properties include those inthe
Paint Branch arga that have and would be purchased ta protect natural resources.
These purchases are equally significant as those identified in this Plan and have the
same status as Class | resources in this Plan. Should other funding for these
resources become unavailable, M-NCPPC should use Legacy Upen Space funds to
pay for such exceptional angeoing acquisition or protection efforte. No master plan
amendment or additional study approvals would be reguired for M-NCPPC to pursue
acquisition or use reservation authonty far Paint Branch properties.

P
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XIl.

PROCESS FOR ADDING NEW PROPERTIES OR CHANGING CLASSIFICATION
FOR EXISTING LEGACY PROPERTIES

The Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan provides guidance for a dynamic
pregram. which will constantly adapt to hew information and new directions as set
by the Planning Board and County Gouncil. The sites identified in this document
represent the inventories and analyses completad to date with significant public
participation. Input from a broad range of interest groups wili be considered along
with staff recommendations when making further site selections.

As the program matures, new sites may emerge as environmental, historic
preservation and other inventories are campleted and updated over time. In
addition. new master plans, offers from fandownars, suggestians from citizens, and
new needs identified by advisory and decision-making bodies will present new
opportunities for the program.

Praposals to include new sites in the program or to move an existing Legacy site to
a higher level of protection may be submitted at any time pravided that they appear
to meet Legacy criteria. (To avoid the time associated with the review of a large
number of applications for sites that do not meet Legacy criteria, the Park and
Planning Department Staff will make an initial assessment at the time of application.
Program Staff will discourage applications to purchase vacant lots that do not meet
Legacy criteria.} Individuals, agencies ar graups wishing to have sites evaluated will
submit a standard application locating the property and exptaining how it meets the
Legacy Open Space criteria.

Staff will screen and evaluate all suggestions according to the Legacy critenia prior
to recommending changes to the Planning Board and/or County Council.
Recommended changes to the pragram will be one of two types:

A. Mew properties that are recammended for addition to the program as
{Class il sites or existing Class ||l properties that are recommended for being
moved to Class Il may be added to the Legacy Open Space program by
approval of the Planning Board. Changes to the program of this type will not
add the use of the reservation power aver affected properties. The County
Council will have general review over these changes to the program thraugh
the CIP review process.

B. New properties that are recommended for addition to the program as
Llass | sites or existing Class 11 or ! propertizs that are recommended for
keing moved to Class [ will require aporoval of both the Pianning Board and
the County Council with the exception of Paint Branch FProperties which are
addressed elsewhere in this Plan. These changes to the program involve
adding the potential use of reservation on affected properiies. The review of
proposed new Class | properties by both entities wili provide a fuller
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XII.

opportunity for public netice and comment and thorough discussian in front of
the Planning Board and County Councif prior to approval of the study
recommendations.

The Park and Planning Department will notify property owners when their properties
are being considered for inclusion into the Legacy Open Space program or for a
change of status within the Legacy program.

In the spring of every odd-numbered year starting in FY01, a special effort will be
made to encourage identification of new sites (see diagram below showing the
Priority-Setting Process). |n addition, staff will conduct further evaluation of existing
Class |l sites to determine if they should be upgraded to Class Il or | sites ar
remaved from the Plan. By the fal, staff will assemble all suggestions and screen all
new sites according to the Legacy criteria, assessing risks and opportunities
associated with the sites. Based aon this screening and evaluation process, a
determination will be made whether any Class |l recommendations need to be
presenied to the Planning Board and whether any Class | recommendations need fo
be presented to the Planning Beard and County Council. In addition, such a study
process may be initiated by staff on an ad hoc basis to address significant properties
where timing is ¢ritical.

PROCESS FOR SETTING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM PRIORITIES
FOR LEGACY OPEN SFPACE

Legacy Open Space Capital Improvement Program priorities and the order of
pratection will depend upon the threat to the resources on the sites and
opportunities presented by funding sources, willing sellers and olher factors,

In the first year following the adaption of the plan, the staff of Legacy Open Space
along with the Legacy Open Space Advisary Group and the advice of the public will
develop a systematic rating system for the six resource categories that are included
in the  Master Plan fo assist in setting priorities. The staff will make
recommendations for the rating system to the Planning Board for approval prior to
setting priarities for the FY03-08 Capital Improvement Program Legacy funds. Any
rating system prepared will retain sufficient flexibility to allow timely protection of
sites baged on apportunitizs and threats desceribed helow.

Based on the results of the rating system, staff will prepares an initial ranking of all
sites into high, medium and low prionity, with recommended priorities for the
following two fiscal years. Priorities will be established for all six open space
elements. These priorities will be based, in part, on relative threats and
oppottunities. Threats include the likelihood of imminent deveiopment and existing
use of the site that jeapardizes the resource to be proiected. Opportunities include
special funding sources targeted to a specific resource or type of resource, partial
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.dnnatlcns requirng a fundmg mat::h stewardship contr;butmns or sales of properties
* that present an cpportunity for a substantially reduced cost. Sites thatmeét criteria
for mare than cne resource category will be considered as higher priorities. Staff .
recomimendations will include ai least one pro;ec:t for each open space resource -

- category’

' Process For Setiing Legacy Open Space Priorities

A me;etmg of the Legacy Open Space Adwsory broup ir The fal! w:li h:ghlight .
additional fundmg apportunities and targets for donations, and then the Advisory
Greup will make -comments .on the stalf recommendations. ' The staff will then’
. finalize the. rer:mnmandat;ons far Psannmg Hoard Teview every other year prior to
drafting the Capital improvernent Program. Vfith input from the Planning Board. a
Project Descrption Form (PDF) will be prepared for the' Capital Improvement
Program.. The Capital. Impmvement Program has its own public participation
- process to aflow additional cormment from the general pubhc parks and recreaticn
adwsnry gmups and other mtarestad partias. .

i additlon to sesting CIP priorities, this priority list- will be used to focus county :
- effarts for pursuing federal. state and prwdte fundmg sources for open space
' prﬂfectmn : .
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Xi¥. QVERVIEW OF LAND PROTECTION RECOMMENDATIONS

Using the six resource categories, specific sites or areas were identified that meet
the criteria for Legacy Qpen Space (8€e map on page 30}, The faliowing chapter
describes each resource categary in detail and lists the sites that are recommended
far pratection. in some categoeries, general areas are targeted and specific criteria
given for selection of sites within those areas. This is especially the cass in the
Water Supply and Fammland Protection categories where a fairly large number of
landowners will e asked to consider voluntarily establishing easements or selling

Transferable Development Rights.
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LAND PROTECTION REGCOMMENDATIONS*
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RESOURCE CATEGORY #1: PROTECTION OF ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE
NATURAL RESQURCES

OVERVIEW

Montgomery County has a rich variety of natural resources that add considerabie
enjoyment and affer many educational experiences to its residents. The County has an
imprassive diversity of streams, wetlands, fields and forests, as well as varied topography
and bedrock formations including (1) beautifu! quantz outcrops, (2) deep cut ravines, (3)
steep and rocky hills which support only the heartiest of plant species, and (4} areas
underiain with bedrock such as serpentinite, diabase, limestane and Triassic red shale with
resulting populations of unique vegetation. Many of our streams contain a good variety of
aguatic plants and animals, and same support naturally reproducing populations of brown
trout. The forests are filled with a diversity of understary plants (many with beautiful spring
flowers} bengath a canopy of native trees, and the fields often have an impressive array of
grasses, herbs and shrubs. Popuiations of rarg, threatened, endangered, and watchlist
species can also be found.in a considerabte number of our forests, fields and wetlands.

With the rapid growth throughout the metropolitan area, there has been a growing demand
ta develop many of these unspoiled areas and it can be expected that this demand will aniy
continue to accelerate. The increased demand for development has contributed {o
escalating prices, and large tracts ¢of land hecome more unaffordable the longer we wait to
protect them. Increased human population and diminishing supplies of land create a more
pressing need for the park systemn to acquire land with significant natural resources. Not
only will this help protect valuable natural resources and maximize bipdiversity, but it also
will provide natural areas within which to relax and escape the fast paced metropolitan
lifestyle. In these areas, County residents and future generations can enjoy a quiet and
relaxed atmosphere ag well as learning about the natural communities that live there.

EXISTING SITUATION

Ta date, Montgomery County can boast of many splendid stream valley parks as well as
large regional, special, and conservation parks that preserve thousands of acres of high
quality natural resources while providing for enjoyment of these resources by our County’s

residents.

Stream valley parks such ag Paint Branch and Little Seneca support trout populations while
lower Northwest Branch offers impressively steep sided stream valley topography. Rock
Creek, Lower Paint Branch and Sligo Creek ofter those with bikes and strollers a chance to
appreciate our natural resources while those such as Watts Branch, Cabin Jehn, Narth
Branch and lower Muddy Branch offer a more rustic hiking experignce. Some stream valley
parks such as Cahin John, Watts Branch and Morthwest Branch contain an impressive
array of unique upland and wettand habitats including many rare, threatened, endangered
and watchlist plants.
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The County's regicnal, special and conservation parks include Black Hill and Rock Cresk
with their large forests and spectacular lake wildlife, Little Bennett and Woodstock with their
diversity of habitats, Blockhouse Point and Rachel Carson with their rich forests and Green
Farm with its considerable field habitat.

Protection of our most sensitive natural resources is not limited to parkland. The policy of
M-NCPPC is to protect sensitive areas throughout the Couniy from the adverse effects of
development as required in Anticle 888, section 3.05{a)(1){viii} of the Annotated Code of
Maryland. Sensitive areas include streams and their buffers, 100-year flocdplains, habitats
of threatened and endangered species, steep slopes, and other areas that a jurisdiction
may elect to protect, such as the headwaters of high guality streams.

PROTECTION EFFORTS AND GOALS

Decisions and efforts are accerdingly made in order to best protect these sensitive
ragources. Generally the most effective method of protecting the high guality and sensitive
open space, while making it available for public use and enjoyment, is through acquisition
of the land, although it may be possibie to protect seme of these areas through donation or
purchase of easements. The aquatic resources in the County, for example. are best
protected by park acquisition of wide buffer areas surrounding streams and wetlands to
provide the surest, long-term protection while offering wonderful wildlife and human use
corridors. Sensitive habitats necessary far threatened and endangered species are best
protected by acquisition of large, contiguous natural areas which contain them, where they
can be seen and enjoyed by the County's residents, but will be relatively buffered from
surrounding development that can alter the sensitive environment they require. Wildlife.
including forest interior birds, will significantly benefit and be best protected by additional
acquisition of forestland.

Legacy Cpen Space provides a.wonderful opportunity to fulfill some of these important
protectian goals. The value fo the County and its residents that is derived from the
acquisition of additional high quality open space natural areas cannot be overstated.
Preservation of good quality open space increases biodiversity in the County, improves air
and water quality, increases recreational oppoertunities available to its residents, and adds
to the aesthetics of neighborhoods and communities. |n fact, the addition of parkiand has
been shown to increase the property values of adjacent homes, properties and
neighborhaods, and adds to the overall ability of the County {o attract businesses and
residents.

LEGACY QFEN SPACE OPPORTUNITIES

There are still many unprotected greas in our County that contain valuable, high quality
sensifive natural resources. Criteria for identifying these areas for Legacy protection
include: '

A. Unigue or exemplary terrestrial and/or aguatic natural communities, including
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habitats far rare, threatened, endangered or watchiist species.

B. Large areas of good quality, contiguous forest or large areas with a diversity of

hahitats that could support a diversity of plants and wildlife.

C. Land well suited to buffer sensitive resources or for use as a wildiife / human use

corridar between significant natural areas.

The Legacy Open Space Initiative offers an ideal opportunity to enhance the County’s
already impressive park system by adding valuable natural land that may otherwise be lost.
Following are same examples of the oppartunities thai Legacy offers.

1.

Exzmplary Natural Communities

Terrestrial

The areas offering the best examples of terrestrial natural communities include the
Serpentine Barrens. Hoyles Mill Diabase Area, and River Road Shale Barrens.
These are particularly important for acquisitian under Legacy Qpen Space since
each lies on very uncommon bedrock formations, and therg are no alternative
properties of like quality andfor size inthe County. These areas are of State, as well
as County, significance. Ecologists from the Wildlife and Heritage Division of the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources have inventoried all three areas and
have identified numerous rare, threatened, endangered and watchlist plants, and
have determined the protection of each area to be imporant in protecting and
enhancing the biodiversity of the State of Maryland.

a. Sementing Barrens

One of the unique bedrock formations that underlie only limited areas through
the central portion of the County is serpentinite, a dark-green, dense rock
generally formed by hydrous alieration of crystalline rocks very rich in
magnesium and iron, This bedrock farms rocky uplands and weathers to a
thin saprolite and shallow clay-rich soile which often only support hearty,
unique species of plants, and which thwarts the full growth of trees. Plants
that can grow in serpeniine barrens such as this are often unahle to compete
with ather plant species in richer £oils found throughout most of the County.
The oniy relatively undeveloped large block of this unigue sementine
supported natural cammunity in the County exists in Potomac off Piney
Meetinghouse Road. A somewhat smaller area located just south of the
Serpentine Barrens and referred to as the Scuth Serpentine Area, is alse
included as a recommended lLegacy property since it is underlain by
serpentinite and also contains many unigue plant species. Both of these
areas contain many plant species that are listed as rare, threatened,
endangered or watchlist. The Serpentine Barrens area is currently under
intense pressure for use as a residential development, and if not acted on
quickly, much of its unique, second generation ¢limax forest vegetation will
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be lost.
b, Hoyles Mill Diabase Area

A second type of unigue bedrack is diabase, a hard, dense, dark-gray to
black crystaliine rock that is overiain by raddish to yellowish-brown, ¢clay-rich
soils with many boulders and outcrops commeon in the upland surfaces.
There are a couple of narrow bands, but only one large block of diabase
bedrock in the County. This block of unique land underlies the area in South
Germantown we refer to as the Hoyles Mill Diabase Area. Hoyles Mil
Diahase Area (South of Whites Ground Road) has hesn proposed for
acquisition for quite same time, and Legacy proposes adding Hoyles Mill
Dizbase Area [North of White Ground Road) that contains similar habitat and
diabase bedrock, The diabase bedrack and resulting soils support many
unigue plants, and in fact in the Hoyles Mill Diabase Area there have already
been thirty-four (34} species of rare, threatened, endangered and watchlist
ptants identified. More are likely to be found as further inventories are taken.
Acquisition of this beautiful forested area, which is rich in vegetation and
aquatic life, would offer residents throughout the County the unigue
opportunity to appreciate and learn about this type of natural community.

c. River Road Shale Barrens

A third type of bedrock which supports a unigue natural community is Triassic
red shale, which is rad to purplish brown in colar, is readily eroded and forms
ralling uplands covered with a thin red-brown soil with humerous exposed
rack outcrops along steep-sided stream ravings. The soils typically have low
nutrient levels and therefore support unigue types of vegetation. The best
remaining exampie of a red shale supported natural community in the County
exists north of River Road and East of Mi. Nebo Road in an area called the
Shale Barrens. The Maryland Department.of Natural Resources surveyed
this area in 1986 and 1987 and found nineteen {19} species of rare,
threatened, endangered and watchlist plants including pursh’s ruellia (Rieftia
purshiana) which was thought to no longer exist in the State until found here,

Aquatic

The best examples of the major recogrized aguatic natural communitias
inciude the Paint Branch stream system which lies entirely on silt loam soils. Little
Bennett Creek strearn system that lies on channery silt loam scils and Broad Run
Stream System which lies on Triassic sedimentary bedrock denved soils.
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a. Faint Branch and Liltle Bennett Croek

Both Paint Branch and Little Bannett Creek and tributaries, with their maostly
good and excellent quality water, support populations of naturally
reproducing brown trout as well as a diversity of other fish and
macreinvertebrates. Infact. Paint Branch is considered to be one of the best
natural, urban area fisheries in the State of Maryland. Consequently, these
areas have been the focus of much of our natural area land purchases in
recent years and additional parcels of land in these watersheds are
continuatly being purchased as they come available using funds derived
putside of the Legacy Dpen Space Initiative.

b. Broad Run

Broad Run offers an opportunity to acguire headwaters of a major stream
system that lies entirely on Triassic sedimentary bedrock derived soils,
Limited inventones and measurements of Broad Run have revealed it to have
good quality water and & diversity of aquatic fife. Legacy Open Space is a
goad opportunity, therefore, ta begin protecting property along this stream
gystem. '

Large. Contiguous Habitat Arsas

Forest land

Two large blacks of unprotected forestland include the Bucklodge Forest between
Peach Tree Road and Slidzll Road, and the Barnesville Forest on Route 108 just
south of Barnesville. Both provide large, contiguous forestland that provides good
habitat for forest interior dwelling birds and other wildlife. Addiiional Legacy
properties referred to as the Hyattstown Farest Buffer Area are located to the east
and west af Hyattstown at the Frederick Border and weuld add additional forest
acreage to the upper northwest corner of Little Bennett Regional Park.

_Habitat Diversity

The Hayles Mill Diabase Area (North) and Hoyles Mill Diabase Forest Area contain
a diversity of habitats including 1) larmge, good quality contiguous forest areas with a
considerable diversity of native species, 2) Use |1l headwaters of Little Seneca
Creek, 3) wetlands with diverse species of wetland vegetatian and 4) field habitatto
suppart field species of plants and wildlife. Consequently, the properties each
support considerable bindiversity within their boundaries.

Ecological Gonnections/Buffer Land

Praperties that would make important ecologicat connections beiween significant
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natural areas and/or act as important buffers far sensitive natural resources include
the Limestone Ecological Corridor and Broad Run Stream System in the western
County, Furnace Branch Headwaters Area and the Hyattstown Forest Buffer Area
adjacent to the border with Frederick County, and North Branch Buffer Area that
enhances and buffers the high quality sensitive natural resources along North
Branch. Qften these ecological connections can serve dual uses as both streamn
buffer land and as open space parkland along which wildlife and people can travel
between natural areas of interest.

One of our goals when acguiring land is to widen these wildlife corridors as much as
reasconably possible. Wider comidars wilt allow for more of a buffer between
zensitive resources and trails or other facilities, and will allow greater numbers and
diversity of wildlife to move along them that can add to the biodiversity of otherwise
isclated patches of habitat. Protecting wider corridors also helps to prevent the
spread of alien invasive plants to the interior arsas. Many of these potential
connections and opportunities to widen wildlife carridors could be lost if we do not
quickly act to protect sufficient land outside the stream huffers along these corridors.

Other Conservation Concerns

The many istands in the Potomac River are of special concern for both water quality
and habitat considerations. State and federal governments own several islands,
and a few are in the hands of private conservation organizations. The goals
espoused for these islands are to profect them in their natural state, with minimal
intrusions for purposes of environmental interpretation. The remaining islands are
mostly undeveloped, with a few of the larger islands being used for agriculture:.
Most of these islands are in constant danger of flooding, and as a result, are
prchibited from development. Public ownership of these islands, while desirable t¢
assura their perpetual conservation, is not necessary to prevent development.
Instead, Legacy Open Space proposes to work with state. federal, and private
cansernvation crganizations, and private landowners to detemine the most
appropriate means for isiand resourca ¢conservation.

CTHER SITES UNDER CONSIDERATION

Appendix D contains a list of sites that will be studied for inclusion in the Legacy Dpen
Space Program. These and other new sites will be considered according ta the
pracesses for changing the classification of sites and adding new sites outlined in the
previous section (see pages 23-28). '
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RESOURCE CATEGORY #1
NATURAL RESOURCES OF SIGNIFICANCE®

Al leas: twenty-lwo spagies of
rare, treatensd, andangercd or

| NATURAL OBJECTIVE SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTS
RESOURCE
1. Serpentina Barrens | &' Sarpentinite bedrock resulting in Development
(258 acres} Malural Area of | soils which support unigua plans being
Couintywide vegetstion. Lame block of quality | actively pursued
Signifinante ferestad land with good wetlands. | by sureent

proncrty awner.

watchlist plants. Protection of Zaning: RE-2
area is important to State and
regicna: hiodiversity.
7. Bucklodge Fores: B* Large, contiguous forest area. | Planned for
{215.5 acres) Laige drea of Located on Par’s Ridge and . devalepment as a
| Configuats cantans the haadwaters of 1 golf course,
" Forest andior Buriklodge Eranch. ‘
. Habhitaf Oiversiy Zonng: ROT
3. Hoyles Mill Disbase | A Diabase badrock with alkaline New ownar likely

Area (South of White

MNafurai Area of

soils and resulting unique

will want to use or

threatenee, endangerad or
watchiist plants make presanvation
of Statewide importance.

Ground Road) Couniywioe vegataion. Use )} headwalers davelop land.
V42 acras) Significance and mainstem of Little Seneca
Creak in a large, contigucus, high Zoning: ROT,
guality forast. Greatesi RURAL and
! hindiversity in County outside of R-200
- areas adjacant to Potomae River.
. Twenty-five spacies of rarg,
threatened, endangered and
watchlist plants make presarvation
af Satewice 1Imporiaroe
4. River Road Shae A, Triassic red shale bacroch Steep, stream cut
Farens (34D acres) fowlural Area of | resubing in soils thal suppart tepagraphy and
Currnilywide unigue vegetatien. Large block of | no krown plans
Significance configuous forest cut with many far development.
stecp sidad stream vaileys.
Nincteen species of rara. Zorning: RDT

3 Appedix D contalns a3 list of sitzs het wil: o siadied f3rinclus on in tha Legacy Dpen Spac: Program. Theees ana
otk ar a&w sites wil be (onsideran acenmding la the processes fu- vhanging the claselflcatior of 2tes end sdouw new sites outlindad
in Lhe previons sastian (see pages &4-38).

* Category A is somprised of the D23 2xaples in Montzomsry Cauaty of both the mejor reeognized tsrrestriat natural

corr e rities, inzluding hazilats for rare, threataned ard encangered species. ard the beal axampies of recogrized shican commoniHas,

F Category B includsg prepertes shat encompase a lanye, conliguous block, (gieater that 100 acres) of wall daveloped
uplerd ercdipe floodzlain forest with high qualty torest ialerion habitat for birds, and has & ow -atw of edge L2 intericr; or large
propa-tias Inat conlein a civersity of habitat types such es €SS, Fneys, wetlands, and streams.
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{Leet Property)
(16 acres)

Habilai Drearsty

watchlist plants have been
dentfisd. Large. gocd quality
forest areas and some fiskd habitat
throughout, Contains cold
headwater streams hat fesd into
Use Il Litke Saneca Creel

NATURAL QBJECTIVE SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTS
RESQURCE
5. Hoyles Mill Diabase | B Much of property is underlain with | No known plans
Forast Area Largs Amaof diabaze hedrock likaly to result in for deveiopment.
{Casey Property) Conbiguus unique vagetation. At least eight
{304 acres) & rorest andior | species of rare, threatenea and Zoning: RDT

Corridon 100 acras}

6. Limastone Ecolcgical

Ecotogical
Connections
anddor buffer

Limestone bedrock and resulling
56iis support a considerable
diversity of uniques vegetation.
Numerous watlands throughaut.
Adjacent to Federal owned
limestone badrock parkland that
cannects to C&QD Canai Park.

Mo known olans
for development.

Zoning: ROT

Erouna Read)
{500 acres)

7. Hoyles Mill Ciatxassa
Araa (North of White

B

Large Arca of
Contiguolts
Forest and/ar
Hahitat Qnsersiy

Contains a diversity of habitats
Insluding large, good quality
cantiguous frestdand with rmany
native species. Use |l headwalars
of Little Seneca Creek, wailands
with divarse natve vegetation anc
field hatntat 1o support field
spacies cf pants and wild'ife.

New awner [lkely
will want to use ar
develop land.

Zoning: RDT and
RURAL

i & Fudrnace Branch

440 acres)

-
Headwalers Area '

anctior hidffer

Ecolugical
Caormections

Use Il neadwaters area that
cannacts wilh Monozacy Natural
Arez in Fredarick County,

Curently being
farmed and na
known plans for
devaivpmant

Zaning: RDT

c. Barnesvike Forest
(585 acres)

B
. Camtiguous

- Mabitat Diversity

Larae Arca of

Farest and/or

e

': Large, coniiguous, good quality

forest area. Little Manocacy
Trioutary headwaters.

ls mostly in ROT
zone and nG
known plans for
cevelopment.

Zoning: R-200
and RDT

halo 1o baffzr and thereby protect significant =ansitive natural 1esources,
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=nd o the east in Litle Bennett
Regional Park.

property ta the
east of lawn that
muzt ba
accammodated.

Zoning, RDT and
RURAL

NATURAL OBJECTIVE SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTS
RESCURCE
1Q0. Broad Run Streamr | A Headwazers of straam lying fuch of arsa is
Systemr Narural Area of | entirely on Triassic sadimantary farmed. No
{1,000 + acres) Countywide bedrock derived solis, with good known plans for
signilicance walter guality and diversity of development.
aguatic life.
Zoning: RGT
11, North Eranch Buffer | C Gaod quality forest and field ! Naknown plans
© Araa Evologizal hahitat that buffers and enhances . for davelopment.
: {122 acres) Connachions the high qusality sensitive natural :
anriior hoffer area alorg Narth Branzk. Zohing: RE-1 and
RE-2 !
1
12. Scuth Serosntine A Sarpentinke bedrock resuling in Mo snown plans
Ares Matural Aras of | soils which support unique for developrmeant,
{145 acres) Countywidle vagetation. Good quality
Stgnrficance forestland with considerabls Zaning: RE-2 3
spacies diversity, and includes !
saveniesn spedies of rare, !
threatenad, endungarsd and
ratchlist plants.
13. Hyaltstowr Forast Cc Goad cuality upland ferest wo the Clar<sburg Master
Buffer Area (83 aores) ‘Eroiogizal east and wast of Hyatistown shat Flan calls for &
Connactions buffers forast and agquatic bypass road
andfar hitier rescureas which lie to the south through tha
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RESQURCE CATEGORY #2: PROTECTION OF WATER SUPPLY

CVERVIEW

Montgomery County relies on both greund water and surface water for raw water supply.
The Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission owns and operatas the piped water
conveyance and treatment system in the County and relies on two principal sources of
surface water: the Potomac River and the Patuxent River. Reckville; Fairfax County,
Virginia: and the District of Columbia [Corps of Engineers) operate their own water
treatment faciliies drawing from the Potomac River within or below the influence of
Montgamery County surface and groundwater,

Protection of the quality and quantity of water in these twa river systems is vital to providing
adequate, good quality water cost effectively. The nature of protection and the degree to
which actions in Montgomery County can directly affect that protection is different for each
rivar system.

EXISTING SITUATION: THE POTOMAC RIVER

The water withdrawn from the Potomac River comas from a very large watershed area.
most of which is outside Montgamery Caunty {including large areas in Virginia and West
Virginia). Within Montgomery County, over 60 per cent of the land drains to the Potomac
River above the raw water intakes for the Washington metropolitan area. Almost 20 per
cent of the land in watersheds influencing the water supply is in public parkland, and there
are substantial conservation easements. The Rural Densify Transfer Zone (RDT zone)
covers much of the upper watershed in Montgemery County and allows {andowners to
transfer development rights. leaving a reduced potential for develapment {one unit per 25
acres). Protection of the Potomac water supply is a multi-state and regicnal effart that is
contralled by several detailed agreements armong the responsible parties.

In comparisan to the Potomac River, Montgomery County's partion af the Patuxent
River watershed has a proportionatsly larger direct effect on the quality and quantity of
the drinking water reserveoirs. Legacy Open Space will focus on the Patuxeat River
warershed. Therefore, identification of parcels within the Potomac River watershed
sclely for water supply protection will not be considered in this Master Plan. Protecting
parcels far the other resource categories, however, may alsa contribute to protecting the
watar quality of streams that flow through those parcels and ultimately become part of
the Potomac River drinking water supply fer the County. Also, if there are studies that

. indicate that protection of specific properties would sustain or improve the drinking
water resource in the Potormac River, Legacy should consider protection of those
properties through easement or acquisition in later years.
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EXISTING SITUATION: THE PATUXENT RIVER

The Patuxant River is a relatively small watershad above the water supply withdrawal
point. The Howard County/Mentgomery County border bisects jurisdiction of the river
with approximately half the watershed in each county, A smalf portion above the Rocky
Gorge Dam lies within Prince Georges County. Appraximaiely 20 per cent of the land in
the Montgomery County part of the watershed is held as WSEC land, state or local
parkfand. All the land within the Patuxent watershed in Maontgomery County (nearly
40,000 acres) drains into one of two water supply reservoirs, W3SC owns over 2,000
acres in Montgomery County around the two drinking water reservoirs. Maost of the
shoreline of the mainstem Patuxent River is held in public ownarship. with notable gaps
in the extreme headwaters and below Brighton Dam to Mink Hallow Road. The State
has listed the reservairs as mesotropic to eutrophic from the levet of nutrient inputs fram
agricultural and urban/suburban land uses in the watershed.

There are several interagency, regional efforts underway to model. manitor, and protect
the Patuxent watershed as well as to inform its residents of the important role they play
in stewardship of the land. The multi-agency Patuxent Reservoirs YWatershed Technical
Advisory Committee of the Patuxent Policy Groug is pramoting the use of agriculturai
casements and streamside buffers to contral agricultural pollutants. The County and
the WSS have provided funding far a locally based cost-share program to enhance the
implementation of streamside buffers and related agricultural best management
practices. The Montgomery Scil Conservation District is administering this cooperative
program. The Department of Environmental Protection is working wiih the Soil
Conservation District to increase property owners' interest in using Conservation
Resarve Program funds available from the State 1o pay for installing buffers and rental
payments for taking that land out of agricuttural praduction. Maryland state agencies
are very active in the overall management of the entire Fatuxent watershed, which
extends to the Chesapeake Bay. The Patuxant River Cammission has recently
prepared an addendum to the Patuxent River Policy Plan, ta include six new findings.
This addendum, endorsed by the Planning Board, includes initiatives to protect and
restare habitat. coniral sources of poliution, enhance environmental guaiity and promote
stewardship. The Countywide Stream FProtection Sirategy (CSPS) prepared by MCDEP
and M-NCPPC, identifies priarity subwatersheds where stream channel instability can
cause further degradation to stream habitat and biclogical resources. The role of M-
NCPPC includes zoning, easement and land acquisition programs to protect agriculture
and protect environmental features when development is proposed. Additional studies
and madeling efforle are undenwvay to identify protection measures that will maintain the
guality of our drinking watsr supply and reduce the potential for nutrient pollution of the

Chesapeaks Bay.

Abaut half the Patuxent watershed in Montgomery County lies in the Agricultural Reserve
area of the County, with small, mare intense development areas around the communities of
Damascus and Otney. The area east of Georgia Avenue is zoned for rural cluster zoning
{one dwelling per five acres) with mors intensive uses around Burtonsville. The Agricultural
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Reserve allows development up to a density of one dwelling unit per 25 acres, which may
be reduced if Transfer Development Righits (TDR) are sold and transferred to other parts of
the County. Generally, the overall density of Agricultural Reserve rural density transfer
area is below the one unit per 25 acres due to the use of TDR's and agricultural
preservation easements. H developmentis proposed, the Planning Board's Environmental
Guidelines implement the Funclional Master Flan for the Patuxent River Walershed by
praviding for additional protection in the “transition area” which extends beyond the stream
buffer. This level of protection is generally sufficient for water guality protection from
development. In areas where stream conditions are unstable due 10 existing or past uses,
however, it is desirable to protect additional land. Protection ar enhancement of wide forest
and wetland buffers to streams is ane of the preferred means of improving stream hahbitat
stability and reducing sediment and nutrient runoff to the reservoirs. Existing agricultural
easement programs, including the state's newest Rural Protection Program of the Rural
Legacy Program, require the development of soil conservation and water quality plans to
reduce the impact of agriculture an the reservoirs watershed,

LEGACY OPPORTUNITY AREAS

This category targets easements (or cccasionally acquisition) of properties, prefarably
greater than 10 acres, bordering the mainstem or a tributary stream tc the Patuxent River.
Sites will continue to be identifisd where the risk of degradation to the streams draining into
the drinking water supply is greatest. Ideally, properties or clusters of propertiese would be
adjacent to or upgtream of parkland. Criteria for selecting water supply properties for the
Legacy program include the following:

A. The property contains land in the Patuxent Primary Management Area (1/4 mile
from the Patuxent mainstem and 1/8 mile from all tributaries).

B. Properties within priority subwatersheds identified by the Countywide Stream
Profcction Sirategy, the Source Water Protection Program, or other studies
indicating vuinerable areas.

C. Properties (preferably greater than 10 acres) or groups of properties containing or
adjacent to streams and adjacent ta parkland.

In the rural cluster area, park acquisitiocn or easéments should be considered for key
properties where farest protection, wider stream buffers or restoration will significantly
improve stream quality. In cases where the land adjacent to the mainstem of the Patuxent
River is not in public ownership, acquisition should be considered to close the gaps.

For purposes of protection of the water supply in the Patuxent River watershed, focus has
been given to identifying parceis in the CSFS prionty sub watersheds. It is essential that
the current instability in these areas be addressed immediately to reduce or eliminate the
potential for degradation of the streams, and consequently the reservoirs. In addition to the
measures taken by other agencies ta apply best management practices and agricuttural
easements, protection of tributary streams and their buffers is essential. |n the Agricuitural
Reserve, acquisition of gasements should be sufficient to protect water quality (see
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discussion of Rural Legacy below). In the rural clusier areas, key praperties have been
identified where acquisition (of all or portions of properties) or easements can reduce the
development potential, provide large arsas of forest to buffer the effects of the higher
density deveiopment on water quality, and provide a wider greenway corridor far wildlife.
Cue to the potential for higher densities in these argas, they are under greatar threat by
development. Higher property values l2ad to subdivision, and often stream buffer areas
are part of individual Iots. While some lots may have forest conservation easements, often
significant forest areas (above the farest canservation threshold and outside the
conservation easements) are cleared for septic fields and private use of the property.
Protection of these areas is essential to comprehensive program of water supply protection.
Any proposed acquisition of properties or easements should be coardinated with the
activities of the Patuxent Reservairs Watershed Protection Group.

The master plan recommends a primary focus on three geographic areas far pratection to
assure the guality of the Paxtuent water supply reservoirs. Properties indicated on the
maps are examples of some properties that fit these criteria.

1. Rural Cluster Area

Thrae groups of critical properties in the Rural Ciuster Zones are identified in pricrity
subwatersheds whera purchase of farms or undeveloped properties (or key portians
therecof) or easements are necessary 10 secure the protection of tributaries in these

subwatersheds,
. L.ower Hawlings River Properties
v Ednor and Foxes Branches Properties
. Lower James Creek Properties

Specific properties are identified near existing or proposed park property where
iributaries have insufficiant forest buffers as well as properties with large arsas of
forest buffer that should be maintained to assure stream quality. Other properties in
the rural cluster zone, identified as providing additional protection to the reservairs,
may be considered. Planting or allowing natural forest regeneratian in insufficient
buffer areas will reduce the instability of stream channels. The combination of
acquisition and reforestation, especially in the lower Hawlings River will also provide
a wider greenway corridor for wildlife, with potential for linkage to the Northwest
Branch stream valley park.

2. Mainstem Gap Areas

There are two gaps along the mainstem of the Patuxent in the public ownership of
the shoreline. Water supply protection would benefit from complete awnership of
the rnainstem of the river Maost of these properties are not under threat of
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development at this ime, and some of them cross county boundaries. Further study
of these areas is recommended to identify an apprepriate acquisition sirategy.
These areas will be targeted for acquisition iater in the Legacy Open Space
Program. They include:

. The headwaters gap, near the intersection of Mantgomery. Frederick
and Howard counties, and key headwater tributanes; and
* The gap between the reservairs, between Brighton Dam and Mink
Hollow Read.
3. Critical Areas in the Agricultural Reserve

In the Agricultural Reserve area of the watershed, Legacy Open Space focuses on
property owners willing to apply conservation easements ta protect existing forest
and wetlands or to allow natural regereration of wider forasted buffers in the
following subwatersheds identified as CSFS prority areas:

. Patuxent River Headwaters Tributaries (Mid Upper Branch and Upper

Scoits Branch Properties)
. Other Priority Subwatersheds (Haights Branch, Middle Mt Zion

Trbutary, and Reddy Branch Properties)
. Other areas identified as part of reserveir watershed studies

Easements on these properties will be focused on protecting or restoring wide forest
and wetland buffers to reduce stream channel instability, but should allow for public,
natural surface trails in selected areas shown on the Cauntywide Park Trails Plan.
For the headwaters tributary properties easements are an interim strategy.
Eventually, as funds and willing sellers are available, the headwaters should be
nurchased and allowed to reforest.

OTHER SITES UNDER CONSIDERATION

Appendix D contains a list of sites that will be studied for inclusion in the Legacy Open
Space Program. These and other new sites wiil be considered aceording ta the
processes for changing the ciassificalion of sites and adding new sites outlined in the
previous section {see pages 23-28).
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RESOURCE CATEGORY #2
WATER SUPPLY RESQURCES OF SIGNIFICANCE'

tha Rural Cluster:

protagtan, wildlife

Lnformstad ouffars,

WATER SUPPLY QBJECTIVE SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTS
PROTECTHION
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subdivision ang
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Mainstem 3ap Water supply Some unforested Between lha resenvoirs:
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the reservoirs surface frail cannection | areas conyversian la b-acre
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* QOthar areas
identifen by
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YWater supply
protectian, widlfe
corndor

Some unforested
huffers, mainssem
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£ Appendix D conlsing 3 list of shee that witl ba =tud:ed for incluz.or r e Legaey Cpen Space Program. These ard obisr new
siv8s wili ba consideed aendng 1o the processes Jor charging the classflcadon of siee arc acding new sites culhined ir the
previous section (sam pages 23-29)
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PROTECTION OF HERITAGE RESOURCES
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RESOURCE CATEGORY #3: CONSERVATION OF HERITAGE RESOURCES

OVERVIEW

The protection of heritage resources and proiection of open space are compatible and
complementary goais. Montgomery County's heritage resources are located in
agricultural/rural areas as well as in mora developad parts of the county. However, inboth
cases, open space often defines the environmental setting of the resources and, together,
the resource and its setting convey a sense of historic time and place. Many resources
lose significance when the contextual open space around them is changed or built upon.
The Legacy Open Space Program offers an additional tool for addressing this important

issue.

There is a synergy between the desire to preserve parts of our county’s history and the
desire to retain important open spaces. Protection of open space enhances the
preservation of heritage resources by maintaining appropriate environmental seitings, and
historic preservation provides anather important rationale far protecting significant spaces,
vistas, stands of trees, etc. which are of interest 10 the public.

In addition to being essential compoenents in the maintenance of a community's character,
heritage resources - both public and private - can also play a significant role in developing
econamic benafits from heritage tourism. This is a new concept for a county that has
thought of itself as primarily suburban; however, it is an idea whose time has come.®

EXISTIKG SITUATION

Montgomery County has done an excellent job of identifying and designating as historic
many of the impartant heritage resaurces in the county. There are currently over twenty
locally-designated historic districts in Mantgomery County and over 350 individually-
designated landmark sites. Chapter 24A of the Mantgomery County Code (the Historic
Preservation Ordinance) has laid out a strong preservation program. Although a great deal
has been done in terms of identification and designation, not enough has been done in
tarms of interpretation for the public - and this is a major goal for the future of the county's
preservalion program. '

e Marytard Legislture passed House Bill 1'in 1896 and crealad the Maryiand Heritage
Praservatior. and Tounsm Areas Prugram. This prograrr. is designed to assist sommuntiss in usng
cJllural tourisr &5 2 way o buile their ecatomies while protecting thair cukiural, histarical, and natural
resoUrces. Tha program provides a numbe- aof differan: kinds of grants to communities that apply far and
yat approval as Certified Herdage Areas. The Mantgomery County Historic Prese-vation Commission
appied for and receved a grant from the Maryiand Historica Trust for preparatian of an anplication for
Recognlzed Heritage Area status. This application has Eeen prapared and will og submitted to the
Maryland Heritage Araas Authority in the Fall ¢f 2000, It ircludes ideas =nd recommendations that
invalve many oublic and private Fistaric properties tnroughout the county.
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Hawever, it is important io note than even designated heritage resources can be altered
and protection of the environmental settings of properties is ane of the most difficult
goals to achieve. If a property is subdivided and new roads and structures are built —
for either residential or commercial use — the delineation of an apprapriate setting for
the historic resource is always controversial as most developers seek to maximize the
density of their project. Even in the best case. subdivision changes the context of the
historic resource, many of which are rural, and the rescurce, as well as its ancillary
historic structures, loses some degree of histonicity.

Chapter 24A doeg include a pravision for donation of histeric preservation easements ta the
county which would allow for the preservation of open space and enviranmental settings;
however. only one property awner has taken advantage of this option to date.

In addition to protecting the environmental settings of privately-owned heritage
resopurces through the Legacy Open Space Program, it is essential that those historic
properiies which are already in public ownership receive appropriate stewardship and
interpretation. Some of the publicly-owned heritage resources which have been noted
by citizens as being in particular need of attention and stewardship include: the
agricultural buildings associated with Gothic Barn at Linden Farm near Dickerson,
Edward Chiswell Farm ¢n Wasche Road near Dickerson, Moneysworth Farm near
Clarksburg, James and Macie King Dairy Bam at South Germantown Recreational
Park, tha southbound station of the Silver Spring B&O Railroad Station, Jesup Blair
Park in Silver Spring, Norwoad Park structures in Bethesda, Clarence israel Park in
Rockviile, and Carver School in Rockville. in the short ierm, the primary goatl of Legacy
Open Space is ta protect open space around heritage resources that may be at risk
because of private development by means of outright purchase or thraugh =asement
acquisition. At some point in the future, the program may be able to expand the focus
of its attention to include stewardship issues related to these publicly-owned hentage
resources. as well as the other more than 100 historic properties in public ownership

" throughout the county. '

LEGACY OPPORTUNITY AREAS

Each histaric site or property is significant on its awn; however, the public’s undersianding
and appreciation of the county's heritage is enhanced by locking at resources as part of a
group which mare fully explains the historic context and development of particular
properies.

Animportant part of the county's plans for heritage tourism activities is the identification of
groupings of historic and cultural sites that may be interpreted as a whole. Linking heritage
resolrces together thematically allows for more efficient marketing and attracts a broader
audience.

The master plan has identified four major Heritage Clusters: (1) the Underground
Railroad/Quaker Cluster, {2) the Farming History Cluster, (3) the Indugtrial Heritage Cluster,
and {4) the Rail Cammunity Cluster.
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Underground Railrcad/Quaker Cluster

Montgomery County played an important rale in the Underground Railread, both
because this area includes a number of the routes that escaping slaves may have
traveled as they moved north through Maryland to freedom, and because of the
strong Quaker communities in the county that supported free black settlements.

There is a significant cluster of resources in eastem/morthern Montgomery County
that help to depict and interpret the history of the Underground Railroad and the
Quaker presence. Communitizss such as Sandy Spring and Brookeville are
representative of late 18" and 18" century Quaker setiements, while individual
praoperties such as Woodlawn, Oakley Cabin, and Edgewood have ties to
Underground Railroad history. Other community resources. such as the Sandy
Spring Museum, Dr. Winston Anderson's Sandy Spring Slavery Museum, and the
Sharp Street Church, are alsc important in understanding the history of African-
Americans in 18" century Montgomery County. An additional emphasis of this
cluster is early African-American free black settlements such as the Mt. Zion and
Howard Chapel areas.

Farming History Cluster

The facus of this cluster would be to celebrate Montgomery County's agricuttural
heritage. which is the primary force which shaped this county from ite inception in
1776 through the eatly part of this century. Individual farms, early farming
communities, and different types of agricultural outbuildings would be highlighted
and interpreted.

An important focal point for this clusier would the Bussard Farmstead at the
Agricultural History Farm Park. |n addition, farmsteads in the westem part of the
county - such as the Joseph White House, the Edward Chiswell House, the
Matthews Farm/Linden Farm, etc. - reflect different periods in our county's rural
past. Farming communities, such as Hyatistown on the Old Frederick Road, Boyds
and Dickerson on the B&0 Railroad ling, and crossroads fike Beallsvilie and
Barnesville, would te featured in this cluster as well.

Industrial Heritage Cluster

This cluster would help the public to understand and interpret the early industries
that helped Montgomery County to grow and prosper. Some of the heritage
resources are archaeological respurces.

Some of the resaurces which weuld be emphasized in thig cluster wolld be early
guarries, some of which have prehistoric ariging, mill sites, mining sites, distiliery
sites. and - of course - the vital transpaortation lines along the C&0 Canal.
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Some nateworthy resources in this cluster include the Cabin John Aqueduct, the
Great Falls Tavern, the Maryland and Rock Run Gold Mines, the DuFief Mill site and
the Black Rock Mill, Blockhouse Paint, the Cabin John, Stoneyhurst, and Seneca
Quarries, the Poole General Store, Whites Ferry, and the Monocacy Agueduct.

4, Rail Community Cluster

Completed in 1873, the Metropolitan Branch of the B&O Railroad linked the city of
Washington to the countryside in Manigomery County and poinis west. indoing so,
it brought renewed prosperity to the post-Civil War landscape. The rail *hoom”
upcaunty atiracted mills, dairy farms and stores, and downcounty it spawned the
building of early suburban communities such as Takoma Park, Kensington and
Garrett Park - all of which include wonderful Victerian residences and designated
laeal historic districts.,

The alignment of the rail lina influenced the subsegquent development of industrial
areas along the tracks during the middie part of the next century in places like Silver
Spring and Germantown. This gariy rail line is still in operation today as both a
sommuter MARC train line and a CSX freight line. The alignment touches many of
Montgomery County's earliest and most important communities. such as Rockville,
the county seat, and Gaithersburg. an important market town, as well as the early
suburban towns such as Takama Park, Silver Spring and Kensingten, and the
summer ex-urban towns such as Garrett Park and Washingion Grove. The railline
also. provides access to farming communities in the upcounty such as Boyds,
Barnesville, and Dickerson.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The master plan recammends the following properties be considerad for protection through
the Legacy Open Space Program:

1. Underaround RailroadiQuaker Cluster

Holland House and Store (Red Door Store)
16400 Layhill Road

Auburn
17617 Mestinghouse Road

Harewood
17600 Meetinghouse Road

Edgewood
16101 Oak Hill Road
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Greenwood
21318 Georgia Avenue

2. Farming Histary Cluster

Land to east and west of Hyattstown

Darby House and Store
18811 Darnestown Road

White/Carlin Farm (part of Bardon Property)
£20 Old Bucklodge Road

Friends Advice
19001 Bucklodge Road

Wallace Paocle Farm
18511 Beallsville Road

Hilliard Farm
20520 West Hunter Road

Soloman Simpson Farm
19000 Bealisville Road

Warren ME Church Historic Site
22625 White's Ferry Road

J.H. Cashell Farm {Casey Property)
Upper Rock Creak

3. Industrial Heritage Cluster

l.oughborough House
5312 Allendale Road

4. Rail Community Cluster

Carroll Place
10231 Carroll Place, Kensington

Capitol View Park Hisforic District
East side of Capitcl View Avenue, narth of Beechbank and south of Leafy
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National Institute of Drycleaning
Georgia Avenue and East-West Highway, Silver Spring

OTHER SITES UNDER CONSIDERATION

Appendix [ contains a list of sites that will be studied for inclusion in the Legacy Open
Space Program. These and ather new sites will be considered according to the
processes for changing the classification of sites and adding new sites outlined in the
previous section (see pages 23-28).
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RESOURCE CATEGORY # 3
HERITAGE RESOURCES OF SIGNIFICANCE®

HEERITAGE
RESOURCE

OBJECTIVE

SIGNIFICANCE

COMMENTS

Undarground Raifroad/Quaker Clister

Halland House 4 Stare

Praserva sariy
comme-cial building
and provide impartant
gatewsy w0 Sandy
Spring ana this cluster
Area.

Mic- 18" centuy swre
and housa or 8 azras
of lend. Across from
Woodlawn.

Imporart open space -
acquire o oraserve
gateway ta Sandy
Spring & o0 maintain
Woodlawn's historic
setting.

Aubum

Prasarve kistaric

farmstead and open

' spase adiacent to
Sandy Sorirg

! Meetirghse. and Rural

| Legacy Trall,

Harewood

Freserve historic
farnstead and open
space adjazent ta
Sandy Sprng
Meetinghse. and Rural
Legacy Trail

i

Early 19" century
house and significant
owibuildings. Key
lecation along Rumal

. Legacy Trail.

Possible to preserve
through easerment
rather than acquisitian.

: Also meats trail

abjective.

Late 187 century ouse |
- thranigh sasemant

associzted with Stabler
family & Dean
Acheson. Key location
along Rural Legacy
Trail.

Possinle to presernve

¢ rather than acguisition.

Alzg masts trail
nhjacliva.

Edgewcod

Preserve historic
resour se diracthy
relatad ta tha
Underyreund
[Raiirosd

Wid-18th century
Quarer farrmstead
associzted with Staber
“amiyy and believed te
be a stop on the
Underground Raiiroad.

Shoud bz acquired

and irterpreted.
Currently operated as a
bed and breakfastinn,
the awner may be
pulting tha houss up
for sale soon.

 Gresnwoad

Preserva very ear'y
farmstead that
exempifies pre-Gvil
War plantation life.

Bagur in mid-* 8th
century and associated
witn Davis family,

Excellent history of
slave li‘e an this
farmsisad - gocd
cpporturuty “or
inerpretation.

9 Appendiz U contuins a hsl ¢f sileys thal will be stecked To- inclusion in the Legacy Open Space Prograr Thass and olhse naw
tllaz wil ba considsred accoroing Ic the croceazes for cherging tns clagshiostren of siles and sdding new 2iles outlinges i the
prowigus Section (See pages 23-28).
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HERITAGE
RESOURCL

QBJECTIVE

SIGNIFICANCE ]

COMMENTS

Farming Hisfory Cluster

White/Carln Farm

Presarve important
hisworic farmstead
adjacent to Boyds
Historic District.

Early 18" century
: farmstead with notable
. pank barn. Aszsaciated

with Wwhite Izmily.

Key open space in
relation ta Boyds, Part
of Bardon oroperty.
Alsc maets natural
resource objective.

Darby House & Slare

Fraserve early
commarcial building
and key corner of
Beallsvill2 crossroads.

Wid-:8th century store
with extremely intact
intenar fagiuras.
Esszential resource far
Bealisvilla Hisiaric
District.

No deveopment plans
known. Stars is vacare
ahd deteriarating
rapidly.

Land to wast and wast
of Hyattsiowr

Expand Little Bennetl
Fark and provide buffer

© to protect Hyattstown

; Historic Distnct.

Open space to the east
and west of Hyaltstawn
is essantial fo
maintaining tha
community’s riral
character.

Mo development plans
knawn, however,
incraasing pressure
expacted with
deveippmant oocUming
in Frecerick Colnty.

Friends Advice

Fresarve important
historic farmslead.

National Regstar
property with over 700
acres.

Mo deyelopment plans
known — potantial
2dasement

Walace Pozie Farm

Presarve important
histaris farmstoad.

Mational Reagister
property. Main Aouse
cone, significan?
outbuildings.

ko develapmant plans
known — potential
easement.

Hikiard Farrm Freserye important Locational Atlas Mo development p:ans
histeriz farmstzad. Property known - potential
easament.
Solorman Sirmpsen Presarve imoortant Locationa At'as Approved for

Fanm

histcric farmstead.

Property

subdivision, Histworic
houss remains on
substartial acreage.

Warren M. E. Church
Hissoric Site

Presarve unigue
Alrican American
historiz sitelcallaction
of buildings

One o last vesliges of
wlartinsburg
community. Includes
Chureh, School and
Social Hali,

Being put on market;
community groeup
wishes t¢ purchase.

J.H. Cashel Farm
{Casey Propery’

Preserve Histeric sie

Being studied for
altermnalives as part of
Upper Rock Creek
Master Plan

Industrial Haritaga Clustar

Loughborough House

Pra perve vaty cary
{127 century) down
county historic site.

. Droperty witn over hwo
acres o° land as

National Register

i setting.

Mo development plars
known — potential
aasemeant.

g0
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* Ra¥ Community Clustar

Car-oll Place

Preserva heart of
Naticna Regster
Kensington Historis

Districk.

15 lats in canter of
Kensingtor - reads as

. town green, but really

includes 18 recordad
lots. Mursing home on
sk is located in
historic Brainard
Warner house (fourder
of Kensington).

Mo devefopment pians
known, but essental to
preserve this space
hefore devalapmant ts
cantamplated.

Fessibie to preserve
through easement
rather than acjJstion.

Capitel View Park
Histaric District

Preserve key area of
open spaca af entry ta
this local higtaric
distric:

Approximately 15 lats
on Capitol View Ave.
between Beachbank
and Leafy, which
inzludes one histor'c
heuse and which are a
Reavity-treed entry into
the community.

Qwners have bagun
explor.ng davelopment
options. Potentizl
easarnent,

Naticnal Institube of Dry
Clazning

Freszrve carty Silver
Spring institutional
Building, ske of
National Schocl.
Maodzl Plant.
Fesearch Lab

Established in 1927 by
Clarsnce C. Hubbard,
pioneer in dry-cleaning,
puossibly designad by
Arthur Heatan.

Ownead by WMATA.
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FROTECTION OF GREENWAY CONNECTICONS

HARD SURFACE “RAIL
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62
Interim Reference Edition



RESOURCE CATEGORY #4: PROTECTION OF GREENWAY CONNECTIONS

OVERVIEW

Trails and greenways have become an increasingly popular camponent of open space
systems at the national, state, county and local level. Trails and greenways offer
opportunities far recreation, conservation and preservation, linking impartant community
assets together and teaching both chiidren and adults about natural rescurces and the

principles of environmental stewardship.

At the sfafe level, the Maryland Greenways Commission has pubtished the Manand Affas
of Greenways, Watlcr Trails, and Green Infrastructure to help protect and link Maryland's
remaining ecalogically valuable lands. Itis intended ta help local govemments, land trusts.
citizens and scientific experts to identify a potential Green Infrastructure network for the
state. Elements ol the network include large contiguous tracts of forest lands, important
wildlife habitats, wetlands, riparian corridars and areas that reflect key elements of
Maryland's biolcgical diversily. Linkages are proposed between these areas. These
greenmways will make passible an interconnected greenway network that will form a
protected natural infrastructure through the County, helping to sustain wildlife and maintain

ecological processes,

At the county lcvel, the Countywide Park Trails Plan for Montgomery County is based upon
the concept of an interconnecied systemm ol greenways and trail carridors. The Plan
identifies a 250-mile nelwork of natural and hard surface trails within 8 generalized trail
corridars {See Appendix £: Trait Netwark). |n general, the corndors are supportive of the

State’s Green Infrastructure Network.

Qne of the most exciting components of the Park Trails Flan is the proposed connection of
the Patuxent and Potamac Rivers by cross-county, natural surface trails. Natural surface
trails within these areas will traverse existing and planned population centers, so that
thousands of residents will be able to walk to the Patuxent or Potomac from urban,
suburban and rural neighborhaods.

The Countywide Park Trails Plan aiso proposes a network of hard surface trails. None of
these hard surface trail comidors is proposed for study or acguisition in Legacy Open Space
at this time. The Countywide Par Trails Plan identifies cormidors for these hard surface
trails; planning and design of final trail locations will be done as part of the county park
planning program. Engineering and environmental studies must first be done {o better
define trail locations within the corridors. As these studies are completed, Legacy Open
Space or park acquisition funds could be considered in later years.
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EXISTING SITUATION

The concept of linking the Patomac and Patuxent Rivers by a senes of naturai surface traits
can only occur if public use is assured within the identified corridors either by public
owniership of land or by public use easements across private land.

After adoption of the Countywide Park Trails Plan by the Montgomery County Planning
Board, the park acquisition plan was modified to include those properties needed to make

connections and close gaps.

These properties will be acquired over time as willing sellers come forward or as
deveiopment occurs and the areas are dedicated to M-NCPPC.

LEGACY OPPORTUNITY AREAS

The primary criterion for sefecting greenway connections for Legacy Open Space
pratection is closing gaps in major natural surface trail corridors identified by the
Countywide Park Trails Plan. Another goal of Legacy is to provide attractive, park-like
connections between natural resources, haritage resources, rural, and urban open spaces.
As a result of the Legacy Open Space effort, certain trail cormidors have gained a greater
impartance because they support multiple resource protection geals and objectives. These
corridors are where the master pian is recommending planning initiatives.

Priority Planning: Morthwest Branch Comider. In this area (see Area C on map) the natural
surface trail network would achisve a number of open space objectives. Not anly will a
natural surface trail in this area provide access o the Patuxent River, the trail would also
help educate users about the role of Montgemery County in the Underground Railroad (see
Heritage Resources section). Esxciting opporiunities exist in this area for a trail that
transports people hack to the era of the Underground Raiiroad and actually allows them to
recreate the experience of moving through the countryside in search of freedom. Mare
work is needed to identify where the trail should go, which histeric elements it should link
and what properties should be cansidered for public acquisition.

Priarity Planning: Seneca Greeriwag Link to the Rock Creek Corridor {See Donmap). The
Countywide Park Trails Plan simply identifies a “desire ling" for such a connection. As a

result of Legacy Open Space and analysis as part of the State Greenway Infrastructure
Concept. a new area has emerged where such a conngction could accur, This general
location requires further planning immediately.

Priority Acguisition: Sencca Greenway {3ee E on map). Completing the connection
betwean Seneca Stream Valley Park and the Patuxent River is a high priority acquisition
heeded for the completion of the Seneca Greenway Trail. Funds are included in the park
CIP to complete this acquisition as propeities become available. The Legacy Open Space
Program would provide an additional source of funding in case many willing sellers in the
Seneca Greenway Corrider came forward at one fime.
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Priority Planning: Patuxent River Corridor. As noted in the section on the Protection of
Water Supply, acquisition should be considered to clase the existing gaps in public
ownership where forest protection or restoration will significantly improve stream quality.
This recommendation reinfarces the Countywide Park Trails Plan recommendation thal
public acquisition occur to allow continuous trail access along the entire length of the
Patuxent. How to close the gaps along the Patuxent will involve coordination with
neighboring jurisdictions and the State of Maryland and should be undernaken immediately.
The affected areas are identified as A and B on the accompanying map.

OTHER SITES UNDER CONSIDERATION

Appendix D contains a list of sites that will be studied for inclusion in the Legacy Open
Space Program. These and other new sites will be considered accarding to the
processes for changing the classification of sites and adding new sites outlined in the

previous section (see pages 23-28).
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RESOURCE CATEGORY #4
Greenway Connections of Significance™

SIGNIFICANCE

COMMENTS

Close the gap from MD 108 to
Hawlings River

The Couniywide Park Trailz Plan
propases a natural surface trail the
antire langth of the Nerthwest
Branch corridor from the Beltway to
the Patuxent. At present, the
Caountywide Park Trails Flan and
the Sandy Spring Ashlon Maser
Plan both suggest easernents as a

© potential way of previding the trail

north of Md 108 Acquisition o this
impartant segmeant of tha Northwest
Branch corrider is nepessary givan
ils potential to be part of the
Undergraund Rairoad/Quaker
Heritags Resource cluster. Map
referance 6.

Priarity for acquisitian
rather than reliance an
easements narth of MO
1C8.

This araa has been
identified as element of
Underground Railroad
Heritage area and should
be part of park system o
alaw interpretahon,

Identivy a trail connection that
incorporates natural resource areas
idamified in State Greenway
Infrastructure Study.

Map refercnes O

HIGH priority dua to
development aclivity in this
area.

Complete connect.on bebvesn
Great Sereca Stream Valley and
Fatuxent River. Map raferanca E.

Acquigiiion funds for all
years of Legacy Open
Space to supplement, as
nezded. park CIP
acqLisition funds.

TRAIL CBJECTIVE
CORRIDOR | (From Countywide
Park Trails Flan)
Northwest Provide a natural
Branch gyiface trail from the
Balkway north to the
Batuxent River that
provides a hign-guality
passive recreationa’
experience.
Rock Creek | Lxplore ways o
and connest the Rock
Seneca Creek natural surface
Greenway trail system ta the
Seneca Greanway
Seneca Frovide a continueus
Grasnway natural sirface tral n
 the Sancca Greenway
i fram the Potomac to
the Patuxent
Patuxent Frovide a continuous
River matural surface traif
along the Patuxert

Expand public ownership of
Patuzent River frontage o
Muantgomery Counlty iz,

This portion of the Patuxent
includes the boundary markar
idertifying where Carroll County,
Fraderick County Montgomery
Ceunty and Howard County all
intersect. Map reference A.

This area is imporant to
four counties and the State
of Maryland. Planning
funds are needed to iritiate
a cooperative planning
swudy to identify how this
area can be incorparatad
into the Paluxent River
Trail Carridor '

10 Appzrdic O contains a lisl of sives that will ba etadlsd fzr i1z vsion in the Legazy Open Spece Ficgrar. These and other new
5 tas will be considerzd according tu the progesscs or caanging the claesifaatise o & tes and adding new sites oudired in the

orev OUS 520007 {8 sages 23-28).
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TRAIL CBJECTHVE SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTS
CORRIDCR | {From Countywids

Park Trails Plan]
Patuxant Close the gap botwean T, Howard | Trail easements may be
River Duckett and Triadelphia Reservoirs | accaptable alternativa to
icon’t) aAcquisiion Howevar, if

There is a critical gap setween
WSAC's Duckett and Triadelphia
Reservairs. These twe reservoirs
tetal 4,200 acras of proiected lard
and include areas for share fAzhing,
hors=back riding, baating and
hiking. A gap in public cwnarship
ccours in the vicinity of tha Haviland
Mill Road Trail connectivity alang
the Fatuxent River is dependent
upon trail access bang providad
through hiz area. There arg no
funds allocated for acquisition in the
VWSSC bucget. Map reference B.

pLrchass of sasaments
prave unsuccesaful,
allarmative trail loeations
st o2 idantified to assure
& contnuous trail.

B¢
inferim Reference Editicn




PROTECTION OF FARMLAND AND RURAL OPEN SPACE

ROADS
TARGZT AREAS FCR TER PURCHASES

p o=

‘I.Iﬁl‘ B

PARKLAND n

AGRICULTURAL RESERVE
NOT T SCALE
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RESOURCE CATEGORY #5: PROTECTION OF FARMLAND AND RURAL OPEN
SPACES

OVERVIEW

Montgamery County's efforts to protect fanmland and rural open spaces began in 1954
when The General Plan was adopted. This plan envisions a land use pattern where
intensive development is confined to a series of Corridor Cities lacated along major
transportation arteries and separated by wedges of rural open space, low-density
residential uges. and farmland. When the agrizultiral wedge concept was introduced, ite
function was to pretect large open spaces for farming, recrgational opportunities, mineral
extraction, and other natural rescurce activities; and to conserve and protect the pubiic

water supply.

Throughout the years Montgomery County has remained cornmitted to the protection of the
Agricultural Wedge by implementing a broad range of policies, plans, and regulations in
concert with state easement programs and private conservation initiatives. [n 1880, the
range of efforts to protect the Agricultural Wedge was solidified by the adoption of the
Freservalion of Agricultural and Rural Open Space Funciional Master Plan. This plan
facusad an the protection of farmland and rural open spaces by using County, State and
private easement purchase programs together with two zoning technigues -- the Rural
Density Transfer (ROT) Zoneg in cenjunction with a Transfer of Developroent Rights (TDR)
system. The Plan recognized the importance of preserving critical masses of contiguous
farmland and rural open spaces te better insure the survival of the agricultural economy at
the urban fringe and the vision of the “wedges and corridors™ General Plan.

Approximately 96,000 acres of farmland and other rural open spaces are included in the
area that comprises Montgomery Couniy’s Agricultural Reserve, To date, over 53,000
acres of farmland and rural open spaces have been protected in parpetuity by the TDR
Pragram and other county and state easement purchase or donation programs. The
County has fargeted a goal of pracuring protective easements on 70.000 acres of land in
the Agricuitural Reserve by 2005,

EXISTING SITUATION

In July 1989 the Planning Bpard transmitted to the County Gauncil a comprehensive
assessment af farmland and rural open space initiatives designed to improve the
effectiveness of pressrvation programs and meset the county goal for protection.  An
imporant aspect of the assessment focused on the critical need to enhance the 8conomic
_incentives to sell TDRs and included a suggestion that TDR easements be purchased by
the government. The recommendations cof the assessment package are slill under
consideration, but it 15 appropriate for the Legacy Open Space Plan to comment on
effective means of protecting those farmlands that are identified as critical to this plan.

a1
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Use of Legacy Open Space funds to acquire the TDRs ¢n these lands (assuming the
owners wish to sell them) at prices substantially above their market vatue will have no effect
on the ultimate use of the land unfess the last TDRs from each tract are purchased.
Owners need only retain one develspment right for each 25 acres they own to develop their
farms as permitted by the RDT zone. Because these last development rights are far more
valuable than all the other rights {estimates range from 5 to 25 times as valuable), public
purchase of them is infeasible. Without them, purchase of all the other rights will have no
effect an the use of the land.

Consequently, this plan recommends that the Legacy Open Space program concentrate its
resources in the Agricultural Reserve in the acquisition of perpetual agricultural or open
space easements on critical properties. This should be done by using LOS funds to
supplement the County Agricultural Easement Program funds to enhance the
attractiveness of easements that restrict the use of the property to agriculiural and open
space uses and ta limit develocpment to densities no greater than gne unit for each 50
acres. This easemeant would allow an owner 1o retain all the TORs assigned to the property
under the RDT zone {i.€.. 1:b acres), for subsequent sale at their market value.

The master plan alsa recommends supplementing the funding for the Montgomery County
Agricultural Eagement Program. This pragram requires the transfer of all TDR {beyond
those required for existing dwellings and child lots] to the County as a condition for the

gasemeant agreement.
LEGACY OPPORTUNITY AREAS

The master plan recomimends that Legacy Open Space funds be targeted for the faliowing
initiatives. '

1. Funds to augment the County's Agricultural Easement PFrogram. This program
requires the transfer of all TDRs {beyond those required for existing dweliings and
chitd lote} to the County as a condition af the easement agreemert. Since the AEP
program is targeted specifically for waorking farms, contributing to it demonstrates a
dual commitment to preservation of both working farmland and rural open space
land in the Agricultural Reserve: and assists a successiul program that has had to
contend with fluctuating funding. These funds would add no requiremenis beyond
the AEP's existing standards.

2. Funds to purchase easemants for "exceptional” properties in the agricuitural zones.
"Exceptionai” properties would be defined as those with excellent agricultural
potential, outstanding rurai vistas. or other environmental or historic characterstics.
Agricultural patential can be determined by the existence of prime/productive soils in
open fietds. and outetanding rural vistas are encompassed along Rustic or
Exceptional Rustic Roads. Additional weight would be given to properties at or near
the "borders” of growth areas or near access areas alang 1-270 in the Agricultural

Reserve.
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Easement reguirements would include:

» Density reduction fo no greater than one unit per 50 acres, hut no transfer of
TDRs — property owner keeps all TDRs to sell later.

»  Non-regidential development limited to agricultural related or home based
husinesses.

»  No “child" lots allowed that would increase density above 1/50.

o If currently orin future actively farmed, must develop famm management plan
with SC5.

» W horses are kept on site. must develop a stabling management plan with
Soil Conservation District.

'  Protection for critical environmental areas or historic sites if applicabla.

=  Traileasement dedicated if indicated in Countywide Park Trails Master Plan.

This initiative will work in conjunctian with AEP, which is only targeted for actively
farmed land. The Legacy Open Space ¢asements will be available for farmed and
non-farmed land. and wil allow TDRs {o remain on the land. 1 could he combined
with AEP or other easements with different criteria -— such as allowing additional
cash far an easement to protect a “critical” environmental araa on an AEF protected
property. The easement could alsa be combined with Rural Legacy easements, but
this would be a very time consuming and ¢omplicated process, requinng juggling
tirne frames for the two programs.

CRITICAL PROTECTION TARGET AREAS FOR LEGACY OPEN SPACE EASEMENTS

The critical mass of rurat open space necessary to protect agricultural activities and the
rural character in the Agricuitural Reserve will best be protected by limiting the use of
Legacy Open Space funds for LOS easements to those meeting certain criteria that follow.
However, if there is interest in the program beyond these areag, and all funds are not
expended easements should be cansidered elsewhere in the RDT Zone. The targst area

criteria include:

Properies with prime or productive soils adjoining properties aiready protacted
by easements. Frotecting these soils is important because the best farmland is
usually the easiest to deveiop.

Properties of 25 ar mere acres in the RDT within Priority Sub-Watersheds identified
in the Countywide Stream Protection Strategy. Retaining low levels of
imperviousness will help ta protect these sub-watersheds, which currentiy exhibit
high levels of streambank instability. Protection of these endangered watershads is
an important County and State environmental priority.

Properties with prims or productive soils or natural features near threatened barder
areas and |-270 access roads. This would primarily be applicable 1o undevetoped
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praperties of 25 or more acres within one mile of a "growth area" or access road to
1-270.

The general location of properties that best meet these criteria include (as noted on the

map):

Areas west of Georgia Avenue and north of Brookeville Road - between the
Hawlings River and Reddy Branch.

Areas narth of the Damascus Master Plan area within the Patuxent River watershed.
Areas east of Poolesville to Seneca Creek State Park.

Areas north of the Clarksburg Master Plan, sast of Little Bennett Regional Park.
Areas northwest of Laytonsville.

Areas west of -270 at Hyattstown.

OTHER SITES UNDER CONSIDERATION

Appendix D contains a list of sites that witl be studied far inclusion in the Legacy Open
Space Program. These and other new sites will be considered according to the
processes for changing the classification of sites and adding new sites outlined in the
previous section (see pages 23-23).
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RESQURCE CATEGORY #5
Protection of Farmland and Rural Open Spaces”

Easement Purchase Area

Objective

Significance

Preperties west of Georgia
Avenua and norh of
Brookevlle Road - belwean the
Hawlngs River and Reddy
Branch.

Properties norih of the
Damascus Master Plan arsa
within the Patuxent River
watarshed.

Propert s gasl of Poclesville
over to Seneca Creek State

Fark

Prooseries nortn of the
Clarksburg Maste” Pian

area anc east of Livle Bennelf
Regiona, Park

Progeries rorhwest of
Laytonswvile.

Fropertias noath of the
Clarksburg srea nd west of
[-27F0

Frotect and enlargs
clusters of apen land nat

! prodected by other

arograms, near alreaay

- oroected areas, near
. threatened border areas

ard within Priority
Walarsheds.

1.
2.

3

Frimea ang praductive sails

Near argas alraady protected by
eazameris

Maar threatened border areas.
Within Pricrity Watersneds
identified in the County Stream
Frotection Map.,

. Primez and productive sails
. Near areas alrzady pretected by

easements,
MNear threatened border areas.

. Witkin Pricrity \Watersheds

idantifiec in the County Stream
Protectich Map.

[ 5 ey

. Prime and preductive sols
. Impartant natural features
. Near araas already protacted by

easaments

. Mear threstened border araas.

—

b

. Prime and preductive soils
. Near areas already protected by

easerments

. MNear threatened borders areas.
. \dithin Prianity "Watersheds

idontified in the County Stream
Protection Map.

. Pnme and preductive sa'ls

2. Mear areas already protacled by

egsements.

. Mear threatensd sordan araas.

Undeveloped proper:ies.

3 -

. Prime and produstive sals
. MNear arzas already protacted by

Basements.

. Near threatened bordar araas,

lindeveloped propertas.

¢ Apperdie O corta ns afis: of sltae that will £8 studiad for fnclusicn in the Legacy Open Space Pragram. These and ather naw

siwaa Wil be conaidered sucoring 1o the prozesses fo- obanging 14e ddassification of sives and adding new sies vull red n the

previaus s&ct ¢ [sea pagaz 23-23).
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PROTECTION OF URBAN SPACE AND GREEN BOULEVARDS

POTOMAC

POADS | %\ /
GREEN EOULEVARDS A,
URBAN SITE

PaRELAN
MOT TC STALE
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RESOURCE CATEGORY #8: PROTECTION OF URBAN SPACES

OVERVIEW

Montgomery County has a strong tradition of establishing significant urban open spaces,
creating green boulevards and providing regional parks. As Montgomery Caunty continues
to grow, the importance of these urban open spaces, green boulevards, and regional parks
intensifies. Regional parks serve countywide needs for active recreation and conservation.
Urban open spaces serve local neighborhood needs, These urban open spaces include

parkland within existing neighborhoads.

In addition to regional parks and urban open spaces, several green boulevards serve to
pravide recognizabie linear green areas. Major gpen spaces next io these green
boulevards {@.g., the frontage of the National Institutes of Health) also helps to establish a
unigue character for both the green boulevards and the adjacent neighborhoods.

The combination of urban open spaces, green boulevards, and regional parks provides an
important community building element within Montgemery County, and directly contributes
fo community fivability and character. They have been obtained through direct purchase,
transfer of sites from other agencies. and through the regulatory pracess and are held by
public agencies.

EXISTING SITUATION

Urban Open Spaces - These open spaces establish important green areas and naturat
resources within existing neighborhoods. They are provided both through direct purchase
of sites within existing neighborhoods, and transfer of publicly owned land. These sites
include undeveloped land in private or public ownership within existing neighborhoods.
Buffer areas located within neighhorhoods and at the edge of central business districts
establish a green area between high-density central business districts and the adjacent
neighborhaods. Other privately owned sites include undeveloped sites located adjacent to

existing stream valley parks.

Open spaces and natural resources owned by the publi¢ include severat closed school
sites. The primary challenge lo pratection comes from the private organizations including
schools that need sites in existing neighborhoods, As improvements are provided, the
existing Users reguest to purchase these sites. Several of these sites have already been
purchased. Retaining surplus schoal sites as public open space so0that they can continue
ta serve as neighborhood green infrastructure is a significant challenge.

Green Baulevards - A green boulevard, for this plan. is defined as the envirans of a major
highway containing an emphasis on landscaping within the right-of-way and open spaces
outside the right-of-way. The open spaces can be provided through private actians, public
ownership. or somea combination of the two. The designation of a green boulevard does not
affect the transporiation function of the major highway within the green boulevard. Green
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koulevards provide both linear green space and in some locations serve as gateways to
Montgomery County. They provide both a first impression of Montgoemery County and
serve to establish the character of the adjacent neighborhoods. Undeveloped open spaces
that define these green boulevards also contribute to the character of these major
thoroughfares and the adjacent neighborhoods. Open spaces alongside green boulevards
can also provide an important buffer between commercial and residential uses.

Remaining undeveloped cpen spaces along these boulevards presently include land
regulated hy setback requirements, land purchased for parkland, and undeveloped land.
Examgles of these spaces provided thraugh a deliberate County policy include purchase of
Woodside Park next to the Silver Spring CBD and the ¢raation of buffer areas located on
the NIH property next to Wisconsin Avenue through the regulatory process. These open
spaces ara valuable rescurces worthy of protection.

Regional Parks - Regional parks play a key role in conserving natural areas, and in
providing active and passive recreation opportunities. These large parks serve many more
people than local parks and retain a large portion of the site for conservation. This large
conservation space is what differentiates regional parks from the other large county-wide
park categaory, recrzational parks. which have a greater emphasis placed on the provision
of active recreation opportunitics. Characteristics of regional parks include:

1. Land mass over 200 acres
2. Reserve at least two-thirds of its acreage for conservation refated purposes.
3. Provide a large range of active and passive recreational opportunities such as

picnicking. fishing, hiking, and camping.

Montgomery County currently has five developed regianal parks (over 7,800 acres). All of
the existing regional parks include picnic and playground areas, trails, and nature centers.
Two of these parks serve the lower County areas and also are unique in that they include
athletic complexes and significant active recreation areas. Wheaton, the first regional park,
was opened to the public in 1981, It has a large botanical garden and is easily reached by
lawer and eastern County residents. Cabin John serves the sputhwestern portion of the
County. Many recreational facilities are provided including lighted tournament guality
athletic fields, year-round tennis cotirts, ice rinks, trains and a carousel. The three parks
serving the mid and northern County area have large amounts of conservation land and
provide other types of racreational opportunities. Allthres of these regianal parks have goif
courses and Little Bennett also includes a campground. Black Hili and Rock Creek offer
hoating and ather water criented activities.

The challenge to providing regional parks is to identify the future need and establish

apprapriate iocations before the large sites are developed. Finding land sujtable for both
active recreation and conservation areas needed for regional parks is also a challenge.
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LEGACY OPPORTUNITY AREAS

Urban Open Spaces - Transfer or purchase of selected sites is needed to serve the locai
apen space needs of existing neighberhoods. Criteria used to identify urban sites for
Legacy Qpen Space include:

A. Key open spaces aiong major highways.
B. Vacant land within existing urban neighborhoods.
C. Important urban natural areas, especially if they promote inierconnection of the

urban green infrastructure.

The master plan recammends that the following list of sites be included in Legacy Open
Space:

Bush Property, Bethesda

Sligo Mill Property, Takoma Park
Wohlfarth Property, Friendship Heights
Clarksburg Triangle Property, Clarksburg
Takoma Academy, Silver Spring'*
Maicden Lane Proparty, Bethesda'

In addition, the County currently owns many small urban cpen spaces that result from
unutilized rights-of-ways. changed road alignments, closed schoals or schoal properties
that were never built. Remnants of subdivisions also constitute valuable open spaces for
our urban neighborhoads. If the County proposes to sell any of these properties, they
should be evaluated for protection through Legacy Open Space. The Legacy program wilt
consider these and other oppartunities in urban areas for their potential as neighborhood
open space links — or green infrastructure — as they are identified. Land purchase criteria
to consider include connectivity, communify purpose and special natural or cultural
resources,

Green Boulevards — This plan focuses on several green boulevards and a series of other
key sites along major highways as follows:

1. MD 355 {Wisconsin Avenue/Rockville Pike/Frederick Road) - This highway began
as a primary rouie to the western frontier. Existing markers that celebrate this role
included the Madonna of the Trails located in the Bethesda CBD and the eighteenth
cantury Washingtan, D.C. Boundary Marker located in Friendship Heights. Private
sector efforts during the development of the area along MD 355 {Wisconsin Aveniue)
hetween the Friendship Heights CBD and the Bethesda CED establish a positive
character for the adjacent neighborhoods. To the north, the Clarksburg Triangle site
is also an important green space along MD 355 near the future Clarksburg Town

12 It is expectad thase propatias will ba purchased th ~ougn otfer prog-ams ard tumd rg sources. Howeeer, _cgacy 1ools, insiuzing
purchase, car bs uses o prolso: snd preserva these peopariae.
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Center.

2. MO 87 (Georgia Avenus) — This green boulevard continues to provide & major
access into Washington, D.C. It defines the character for the neighborhoods
between the Silver Spring CBD and Montgomery Hills as well as the neighborhoods
between the commercial center of Wheaton, Glenmont and Olney.

3. US 29 (Cofesvifle Road and Columbia Fike) - This green boulevard serves as a
major connection between Baltimore and Washington, D.C. " also provides a first
impression for the adjacent neighborhoods. Recent efforts to improve its character
include the improvements to Colesville Road through the Four Corners area,
Purchase of the WSSC parcel next to Northwest Branch has already occurred,
providing opportunities to augment and reinforce the boulevard character.

4, Other Key Sites and Green Bouwlevards - The existing golf course located along New
Hampshire Avenue next to the future site of the Food and Drug Administration is
one example of a site that should be retained as open space. Connecticut Avenue
from Aspen Hill to the District of Columbia is also an impartant green boulevard.

Regional Parks - There is a lang-term need to identify a new regional park to serve future
generations that includes active recreation opportunities as well as conservation areas.
- Although the PROS Plan indicates that countywide recreation needs will be met by current
park proposals through the year 2010, a new regional park will be needed after that time. It
should be located to serve the area, where the greatest expansion of County population is

anticipated.

This plan recommends that a site selection process should be undertaken so that
developrment doesn't preclude aptimum site selection. The search process should include
the following:

+ ldentification of high need areas

= ldentification of undeveloped sites of 200 acres or more (greater than 350
acres is preferable)

« FEvaluation of potentidl sites with respect to environmental opportunities and
canstrainis '

« |dentification of suitable land for recreation purposes on the site

» Opportunities far connectivity to other puidic parkland or private conservation
land

- Site constraints such as sewer and water, transportation network, adjacent
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conflicting fand uses, and potential safety concerns
»  Community and user group input on potential sites
»  Approved regional park guidelines described in the PROS Plan

ACQUISITION MECHAMNISMS

Urban Open Spaces - A variety of implementation mechanisms exist. Several of these
sites will require purchase by the public. Oppartunities to transfer existing publicly
ownead sites o permanent green space or historic resources status should alse be
considered if the property was not acquired 1o protect a significant resource identified by
the Legacy Open Space Program. If existing private schools plan o relocate from
existing publicly owned sites, these sites should be studied for possible inclusion in the
Legacy Qpen Space Program. The main geal is to retain existing public sites in public
ownership, and 1o preserve local open space and recreation opportunities. Instead of
purchase by private ocrganizations, the Legacy Open Space Program would implement a
transfer of these sites to the M-NCPPC as leases expire and the school is no longer
appropriate for private use. This fransfer could be achieved either through direct
transfer without cost or as a purchase.

Grean Boulevards - The implementing mechanisms include a variety of techniques.
Purchase of selected sites along major highways is one mechanism to establish the
green houlevard concept in Montgomery County. Establishing regulations for setbacks,
access. and landscaping provides ancther mechanism to improve the green boulevard.
Finatly. actions within the right-of-way, such as street tree planting and maintenance
programs, can alsa improve green boulevards.

Regional Parks - Direct purchase of land is the primary strategy te provide an
additional regional park. A purchase could also be combined with a gift of land or

limited dedication.

QOTHER SITES UNDER CONSIDERATION

Appendix D contains a list of sites that will be studied for inclusion in the Legacy Open
Space Program. These and other new sites will be considered according to the
processes for changing the classification of sites and adding new sites outlined in the

previous section {see pages 23-28).
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RESQURCE CATEGORY #6
PROTECTION OF URBAN CPEN SPACES™

Urban Open Spaces

OBRJECTIVE

SIGNIFICANCE

| COMMENTS

Regional Parks

Initiate sita search ©
mast post 2010 need in
County.

Prov das active and
Eassive oper space
necessary to serve the
c—xpancing population‘

_} #lore than 200 Acres

. wil' be required. Move
. guickly; otharwise

- optians Iost a5

~ development

+ encroaches.

Parkland in existing
naighhorhoads
1. Bush Property
2. Sliga Mill
Proparty
3. Wiohlfarth
Property
4. Clarksburg
Triangle
8 Takoma
Academy™

6. Maiden Lane
Praparty'

Praserve exisiing
undeveloped parcais in
¢ exishirg

. heighberhoods.
Frovige a‘ransitcn
actween existing
central Eusiness
distr:cts and adacent
residential
neighbarhoods.

These open spaces
include same of the
last remairing
undeveloped parsels in
the axisting
neighborhoods. They
reprasent a rare
opparlundy to retain
Bxisling gresn cpan
EpICAS

include publicly ownad
sites to bhe stydied as
sites are considerad
surphus.

Green Boulevards
Highast priority:
MD 355
Geargia Avenue
us 29
Other priorities:
Connacticlt Avenus

Craate high quality
green boulevards with
spacial character acng
selecad majnr
Fighrasys.

Thes= boulevards
establish k¢ iritial
imMpression o
Mantgomery

County. They alsc
serve t¢ maintain and
reinforce tha existing
character of the

- adjacent
- neighborhooes.

Primary Methods of
Implementation:
« Building salbacks
achievad thraugh
ragulalary review
« Acquesitian through
aedication or
purchase

13 Appandx D corta ra a list of a tes that wili be studied f2r inclusion in the Legasy Opas Spaca Pragrary. Thasa and
cthe” new sites will be corsldersd acezrding o tha processes for changing e clussil salizr of sites and adding 12w & tes audired
in the previoas seclion (300 pages 23 28}

1£ 17 is axpected this propary w ll be sursiased throug other programs and Fandlng sourcas. Howsver, Lagacy tools
including purzhzee san ba uzad ta protect ard srezerve this zreperty.
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inventories

Measuring Progress
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AV,

LEVERAGING AND FUNDING APPROACH

Mentgomery County has picneered many innovative technigues to conserve apen
space and manage the effects of growth on the County's open space assets. While
there are cormmon elements in these programs, each program has been designed to
achieve a desirable cutcome or to resoive a problem. Legacy Open Spacs is a
comprehensive, visionary approach that brings together in one ptanning document
the protection of critical environmental, water, heritage. and land resources. The
funding sirategy must be equally innovative and vigionary.

The leadership for approving and funding such an initiative is primarily a County and
governmental respansibility. The primary purpose of Legacy is the protection of
significant resources on behalf of the public’'s interest on multiple levels, now and
into the future. This purpose is one of the fundamental missions of government, No
other entity, foundation, or corporation has this purpose as its essential or sole
missian.

Funding of the Commission’s general capital improvement program (CIP) is
supparted by a variety of sources including County general obligation bonds,
Commission general obligation bands, County current receipts, Commission current
receipts, municipal funding sources, grants and donations. In the early years, it is
anticipaied that the Legacy Program will need to rely heavily on pubiic dallars of the
County and/or the Cammission until the accomplishments and resulting significance
of the program is reccgnized and embraced by outside groups. In fater years, the
revenue sources will he diversified ta spread the funding respensibility of this crtical
program by accessing sources similar to those available to our CIF and take
advantage of other sources that are identified through research. 1t is the intent of
this program that County funds will have a multiplier effect, leveraging additional
funds from state and federal sources, as well as private contributions of funds,
lands, and easements. ~

Te support open space acquisition, the County has used a wide range of
mechanisms, including fee-simple purchase, purchase and donation of easements,
dedications. transfer of development rights, and purchase of development rights,
providing that open space conservation qoes hand in hand with sustainable
economic benefits. Building on these past successes, Legacy Open Space includes
a number of funding and implementation assumptions.

L Legacy is a multi-year program.

] Legacy must provide a dedicated public revenue stream to support
acquisition of critical land, water, and heritage resaurces.

a4
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XV,

" Legacy will pursue funding from County/State/Federal programs. lllustrative
examples include the County’s Agricukural Easement Program, the State's
Rural Legacy and the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund.

= Legacy will establish a major capital campaign through the Montgomery
Parks Foundation to raise funds and generate donations of land and
easements. The Foundation will establish a Legacy Fund to facilitate the

capital campaign.

= Legacy will establish a relationship with a non-profit organization to nagotiate
easements with willing landowners to protect resources identified in this

master plan.

" Legacy will establish partnerships with specific land trusts, non-profit
arganizations, municipal, state and federal agencies ta jeintly fund protection
of sites of mutual interest.

(] Legacy will work with other agencies, land trusts and conservation
crganizations to manage and interpret the resources protected through the
program.

n Legacy will not undermine or compete with Program Open Space funding for

master plan parks outside the Legacy Open Space Plan.

ACQUISITION OF LAND AND EASEMENTS

This plan identifies various sites for potential County purchase or acquisition of
easements. The Plan does not require the County to purchase all of the identified
parcets or preclude development under existing zoning. A property owner may
choose 1o place a property in voluntary reservation through agreements with the
Commission to gain tax benefits while funding sources for acquisition are identified.
If a property owner seeks to develop one of the properties identified in this plan, the
County will consider acguisition of the property or an easement at that time,
including the placement of the property in reservation {for Class | properties only)
pending completion of the purchase. For all sites in Class | or ll, the County rmay
decline to purchase the property and allow the proposed development 1o proceed. In
certain cases, wherg the Legacy Open Space chjectives can be accomplished
through cluster development and dedication of the remainder of the property, this
option may alsc be considered under various cluster zoning toals,

There may be cases where only part of a property or an easement is necessary to
protect the Legacy resource, but the entire praperty must be purchased to secure it
in & timely fashion. [f this is the case, the staff report te the Planning Board will
clzarly indicate the intent to re-seli the property on the open market in whole or in

as
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part after an easement has been recorded against the property. Any praceeds for
the sale would be used to purchase other Legacy properties and easements.

QOwnership of sites may be held by other agencies or organizations {i.e., the Trust
for Historic Preservation, the Conservation Fund. the Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission, County Executive Agencies, etc.) by agreement with the
Department of Fark and Planning if appropriate to protect the Legacy resource. Any
agreement will clearly indicate measures necessary to assure protection of the
resource.

STEWARDSHIP

There are several aspects to stewardship under the Legacy Open Space Frogram.
One is stewardship of the land protected under this program. This includes both
protection of the physical resources on the land as well as educating the public ta
increase their enjoyrment and appreciation of those resources. Another aspect is
promating the awareness among all Montgomery County residents about the value

of the County's “green infrastructure.”

In arder to protect the resources on land acquired under this program, property may
be managed or maintained by another puhblic agency. a land trust or conservation
organization with specific gquidance placed on its maintenance and use by the
Department of Park and Planning. 1f protection is secured through an sasement,
maintenance and uge quidance must be included in the sagsement agreement.
While every effort will be made to reduce the potential for operating budget impacts,
sufficient funds must be allocated ta preserve the desired resources that are added

ta the park system.

As the Legacy program evolves, management plans for each resource wiil be
develaped. The manadement plan wili clearly indicate protection goals for the site as
well as the range of uses anticipated for the site. The program will set up a process
far resolving any existing problems or access issues with the site; as well as any
capital, management ar interpretation needs for appropriate use andfor protection of
the site. These programs will be designed to help the staff, volunteers and
managers regponsible for the use and maintenance of the acquired property
preserve it in a manner that will assure that the county and the region receive the
most environmental and/or cultural benefit possible from the acquisition of the

propery.

interpretive and educational outreach of these open space resources is animporiant
clement of stewardship. Legacy provides an appartunity 1o expand these activities.
A program will be developed through the Montgomery County Public Scheals and
libraries, private conservation, preservation and community groups, as well a3
county programs to educate and inform Monlgomery County residents about the

B
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XIX.

value and the need for responsibie stewardship of the County's “green
infrastructure.”

INVENTORIES

While the recommendations regarding sites in this master plan were made with the
most aceurate information available, many questians remain unanswered. Whatis
the appropriate amount of key open space resoumces needed to maintain
biadiversity, maintain clean drinking water and safe streams, secure our cultural
heritage, provide adequate greenways and a network of major trails, protect kay
farmland and important urban open spaces? A series of inventories and analyses
are underway that will continue to provide insight into these questions. This master
plan recommends that this work continue te be supported ta further refine the
implementation of this program.

MEASURING PROGRESS

An annual report will be rnade to the County Council detailing progress and current
activity in the implementation of the Legacy Open Space Master Plan. This report
will document expenditure of County funds, state and federal funding. donations of
land or easements and funds and services donated by the private ar nan-profit

- sector. When the oppartunity exists to sample public opinion of the pregram, the

Planning Board will measure customer satisfaction with the program.

a7
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CAppendix A

Summary Chart of Parkland and Open Space Acreage*

"(As ol 10M11/89)

i EXISTING M-NCPPC CONSERVATION AN RECREATION PARKLAND ACREAGE

Conswrvation Recreation Tosal
1. M-NCPRC
Stream Valiey 12,325 12.325
Regianal 5242 2582 7.825
Recreahanal 2,854 2 854
Consarvation 2,174 2,178
Special -1 3] Ba!
Misc 128 128
Lirban 20 0
Neighborhaad 828 628
Loeal 1,882 1,992
Narghborhoed Conservation Area 250 250
TOTAL M-NCPRC 18,985 9,08§ 25,051
FERCENT GETEY 31.24% 100. 0%
iL EXISTING STATE, FEDERAL, AND FPRIVATE QOPEN SPACE ACREABE
1. State of Maryvland 11,166 1.201 12287
2. Mafiona Park Sarvice {C&0 Canal) 1,573 1573 2,148
3. WSEC 2,100 3,100
4, Private Cpen Spacas 2,748 2,745
TOTAL NON - M-NCPPC 18,383 2774 21,350
TOTAL ALL SOURCES 28,580 11,860 5¢.441
PERCENT T6.4%% 23.51% 100.00%
i, EETWATED FUTURE FPARK ACQUISTTION
A Next G Years '89 DG CIP 1300 - 200 1500
E. Lang ﬁange Frograrn LnciLgdes 'S0 - 08 CIPj
Stream Valley 2,87 2371
Regonal 164 =N 275
Rarrastional 316 316
Conssrvation 488 498
Spedcal 75 75
Mias. ) 0
Urban G 1]
heighborhood 0 o
Lacal 234 334
Nemghborhopd Conservation Area o 0 0
TOTAL FUTUVRE FARK ALQUISITION 3,852 s 4,459
PERCENT B1.73% 18.26% 100.00%
V. SUMMARY
M-NCPPC EXISTING 18,885 8,085 24,081
NON - M-NCPPLC EXISTING 18,585 2774 21,259
FUTURE M-NCFPPC 3583 816 4. 459
TOTAL PRESENT AND FUTURE ACREAGE 42,234 12,676 54.510
PERCENT 76.92% 13.08% 10C.08%

Sources: 1998 PROS Plan

State of Maryland Department of Matural Rescurces

2508 Proposed Park CIP




SUMMARY CHART OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY
PARK ACQUISITIONS

COSTS OF PARK ACQUISTNONS
1527 - 199% BY TYPE OF PARKLAND

Type of Parkiand . Calepory Coste Acrwage ‘
ILocat . $11.097 459,41

iuman $4,375,702.56 .
INelghbarhacd $5.786,111.07 |I
;Neigrnhumund Conservalion Ama .00 i

‘Recreationz] Parks %£B,590,150.00 f

Regional Parks $27.915,283.37

Conservation parks 593051107

Stream valimy parks $82,436,005 .88 !

Specal, miscelaneous paks $7.342, 275,64 ! .,_.]
Totai $137.238,588.94 = 7908}

FARMLAND ACQULERED BY GIFT AND DEDICATION
ANCLLUDED IN TOTAL ABDVE]
1927 — 1895

January 1, 1927 — August 30, 1988 4,745 pcres

frat 11098



Appandix B

The Planning Board has expanded efforts to inciude greater consideration of open spaca
protection in all aspects of pianning and reguiation. Thraughout the deveicpment of the
PROE Plan and its suppiement, “Parks for Tomomow,” the Planning Board urged tha
Department to examine Countywide park and open space policies. They asked the
Depariment ta look beyond the park system at apen space in its entirety, including pubiic
and private lands, and develap visions end strateqgies regarding open space that further
enhances Montgomery County’s quality of life. :

The 1997 M-NCPPC survey of public opinion indicates broad support and demand for
resource protection. The exceptionally high lavel of concem raised by County residents
for natural and heritage rascurce protection was reflected in the 1998 PROS Pizan which
indicatad the need to focus significant and programmatic attention an this issus.

The PROS recommendations and survay flndings that illustrate the high demand for
resource protection as follows:

» Acquisition of natural areas should be a very high priority as evidenced by
residents’ strong interest in preserving forests, streams, and wildlife.

Informat Park Lise: Overthree-fourths of the survay respondents indicated that they had
visited a County park in the last year just to enjoy nature er the outdoors, rather than
to participate in a sport or use a recreationai facility. This is important to note, becauss
it indicates that there are farge numbers of infermal park users enjoying cur park
system that may riot be reflected in other park user surveys that concentrate an
daveloped parks. The amount of usage varied, with 80% visiting parks to enjoy nature
1-9 times; over 25% visiting 10-29 times; and 13% visiting more than 30 times aver the

last year.

Matural Area Pricrities: Preserving natura! argas was deemed extremely important by
County residents who were surveyed, The protection of streams was ranked high
priority by 55% of respondents, protection of forests 52%, and protection of rare or
endangered species 43%. Ninety-three percent of survey respondents agreed/strongly
agreed on selting aside some parkland for the protection of wildlife habitat.

=~ Pricrity shouid be given to nature center facilitiss and interpretative prbgrams for
natural areas and historic sites. A considerable interest was expressed in
preservation of natural areas, visiting historic sites, and attending historic

programs.



Appendix B
Page 2

Visits o Higforic Sites or Areas: In 1997, 30% of persans surveyed indicated that thay
had been to a Montgomery County park to visit histeric buildings or sites such as

restored houses, mills, or farm museums. This would include faciiifies such as
Woodlawn Manor and the Agricultural History Farm Park. These types of visits wern
reported to ocour between ons and nine timas per year by 85% of those respondants.

Interest in_increasing Histeric Programs: Persons surveyed were asked about their

interest in @ number of new types of historic programs. Their responses were as
follows:

Interest in guided tours - 87%.

Interest in self-guided tours - B7%,

interest in selif-guided tours from one site to another - 74%.
Interest in live demanstrations abeout local histary - 88%.
Interest in iectures about histaric sites - 74%.

Funding Priorities: Prataction of historic buildings and sites wera rated a high prionity
by 31% of the persons survayed. A slightly higher priority was given to providing
infarmation to County residents regarding wildlife (29%) than history (35%), but this
difference is small and indicates that respandents falt both were important.

Several questions were placed in the survey specifically to measure the importance
County residents place on preservation of natural and historic arsas. Most Caunty
rasidents fael that placing land in environmental and hisloric preservation is important,
Ninety-three percent agreed that some perkland should be set aside for wildlife habitat
pratection, 65% gave priority to protecting endangered species, and 75% io protecting
forests and streams. Mast people {85%) felt that protection of historc sites was
important.



Proposed Capitat Improvements Program FY Q1

Appendix C

M-NCPPC LONG TERM ACQUISITION PROGRAM

The M-NCPPC Long Term Acquisition program targets natural extensions of our County's
Stream Valley Paric System as well as expansions of regional and recreational parks and
parkland ne=ded for lccal recreation. The faliewing list includes parks in which acguisitions
arg most likely to be pursued within the yupcoming FY 01-06 depending on availability and
need far parkiand development. The bulk of the six-year program is in the propased
acquisition of non-loca! conservation fand. Inciuded in these acguisitions are properties
remaining to be acquired in the Upper Paint Branch, Great Seneca, and Little Seneca
Stream Vailey Parks, praposed greenways. and Black Hill Regionai Park. Several iocal
park sites are also included within the six years. These properties will be supplemented
by a significant amount of acreage that will be received through dedieation or donation.

A, Non-Local Parkland Program (FY 01-08)

1.

Stream Valley Parks

Bucklodge Branch Stream Valley Park
Dry Seneca Stream Valley Park
Great Seneca Strearmn Vailey Fark
Hawlinos River Stream Valley Park
Little Bannett Stream Valiey Park
Little Seneca Stream Valley Park
Muddy Branch Stream Valley Park
MNarth Branch Stream Valley Fark
Northwest Branch Stream Valley Park
Reddy Branch Stream Vallay Fark
Rock Creek Stream Valley Park
Upper Paint Branch Stream Vailey Park
Wildcat Branch Stream Valley Park

Q‘ resnways

Clarksburg Greenway

Little Seneca Gregnway
Ovid Hazen Wells Greenway
Ten Mill Creek Greenway



LA

Conservation Arsa Parks

Hoyles Mill Special Protection Area {North of White Ground Raad)

Oak Ridge Conservation Park
Patuxent River Watershed Conservation Park
Rachsal Carson Conservation Park

Regnional Fark Additions

Btack Hill Regional Fark
Littie Bennett Regional Park
Rock Creek Regional Park

Recreational Park Additians

Fairland Recreational Park
South Germantown Recreational Park

Local Program (FY D1-06}

Airy Hill Local Park

Damascus Valley Local Park

King Local Park

New neighbeorhood park in Takoma Park
Nortpeck-Muncaster Mill Lacal Park
Sandy Spring Green

M \zanach\parkeogus. whd



Appendix D

Ciass Il Sites For Additional Study For
Potential Inclusion in Legacy Open Space

Natural Resources:

Cahoon Prop. - Glen Rd.
in Potocmac's Glen

“INeeds Further Study- May be Part of Park

Acqjuisition Through Master Plan

Extensicn of Clarkshurg

Meets Critaria But Needs Further Study

SPA along 10 Mile Creek

Needs Further Study - Selection of Specific
Properties

Casey Farm - Wash. Grove

Further Study Needed (possible archaological
site)

Verbits Property

May Contain RTE's

Paint Branch Peach Qrehard Lots

Would Involve Buying Flatted Lots

Paint Branch Ghurch Site

-Ghurch may not be willing to sell

Potomac Bend Forest

“Meet Criteria, Bui Needs Further Study - Selectian
.of Specific Properties

Edner Farms

iFurther Study Needed

Benneit Stream headwaters

[Meet Criteria, But Nesds Further Study -
| Seleciion of Spacific Properties

Litfle Bernett headwalers

:Meet Criteria, But Needs Further Study -
i Selection of Specific Properties

Freaman Property - Upper Rock Creek

"Pretection for traii and wiidiife comidar to te
avaluated as part of the Uppar Rock Creek
Master Plan

Bachelars Forest Tributary of MW Branch

Determine Specific Properties

Fraley Farm — Eastern Portion

:Could be designated as part of Upper Rock
!Craek Master Plan

Water Supply:

Brigham Property

| Review with Fatuxent Reservoir Group

Triadelphia Lake Area

'Review with Patuxent Reservoir Graup

Erdle Prp - across from Denit

Review with Patuxent Reservoir Graup

|Rachel Carson Extension

Review with Fatuxent Reservoir Group




Heritage Resaurces:

Boyds Neagro Scnool - White Ground Rd.

Cwned by Private Histaric Preservation
Naon-Profit Group

Chevy Chase Club - on Connecticut

Determineg if Easement is Faasible

Canada Dry Blag - EAW Highway

ATET Owned

Clarksburg General Stare {Indian Trading
Post)

Farmiand and Rural Open Space:

*none”

Trails and Greenway Gonnections:

Hendry Property — URC

Could Get Trail Via Developmant Pracess

Faint Branch/Patuxent River Connection

Most Properties Subdivided,
Frivate Homes Built

Capital Crescent/Matropelitan Branch Trail
Gaps

Impartant trail connection. alignment to be
determinad

Urban Open Space:

Bracley Blvd btwn Conn & Wisconsin

Chevy Chase Club Side. study how to pratect
view from road

NVY corner Montrose Rd/ MD 355

N.Hampshire Ave - near Sligo Creek

‘|Need Mare Infarmation

Need Mare Information

Trail Connections Along MD 355

Mead Mors Infarmation

\Waiter Reed - Forest Glen

May Get in Park Dadication

Carver School - Rockvilie

Connecticut Ave - Alang Beltway to Aspen
Hill

MNesd Mora Infarmation

Joltes Property - on East-West Highway
Next o Red Cross bldg

May Get Through Dedication or Easement :

University Blvd

Recommended in Master Plan; Strestscape
Study in Prograss

Webb Tract*

Regional Park, stady MF Impiications! Need To |
Study wi! Other Sifeg

“While Ihis site was suggested as a possible regional park site (in combination with the Green Farm
Caonservatian Park) that could he acquired through Legacy Open Space, the site searchiselection
process has not yet begun for a new regianal park. This site will be added to the list for analysis
when that process begins {estimated start in FY02;,



Appendix E

COUNTYWIDE TRAIL CORRIDORS

CORRIDORS

Patuxent River Corridor
Seneca Greenway Corridar
MNarthwest Branch GCarridor
G & © Canal Cerridar
Rack Creek Corridar
Capital Crascent Cofridar
Eastern Sounty Carridor
Upsounty Qarridor

@ 1-270 Corridor Bikepath

*

@ NP

Countywide Park Trails Plan . Moxtzowey County MD



LISTING OF LEGACY OPEN SPACE SITES

SITE NAME LEGACY OPEN SITE PAGES
SPACE CLASSIFICATION
RESCQURCE
CATEGORY
Aubum Heritage Resource  Glass i B 56,58
Bachelors Forest Natural Resource | Class I Technical
Tributary of Narthweast Appendix D
Branch o
“Barnesville Forest Natural Resource | Class | 8 42
Bennett Stream Natural Resource | Class Il Technical
Headwaters - Appendix D
Boyds Megro Schooi — | Histaric Resource | Class 1] Technical
White Ground Road o Appendix D
Eradlay Boulevard Urban Open Class I Technizal
{between Connscticut & | Space Appendix D
Wisconsin Avenues) _ )
“Brighar Property Water Supply Class lil Technizal
_ Protection Appendix D
Broad Run Stream MNatural Resource | Class I 38,43
Bystam
Bucklodge Forest Natural Rasouree | Class | 38, 41
Eush Property Urban Opan Class | 77. 80
. Space N
Cahoon Property Matiral Rescurce | Clasz il Technizal
- . Appendix D
Canada Dry Ruilcing or | Histarc Resource | Class Il Technical
East-West Highway _ Appendix D
“Capital Greenway Class il Technical
Crascent/Metropelitan | Conneclion Appendix D
Branch Trail Gaps _
Capital Wigw Park Herifage Resource | Class {l 58, 61
Histaric District ) i '
Carrall Place " | Heritage Resource | Class i - 58. 61
Carver School — Urban Open Class [t Technical
Rockville Space - Appendix O
Casey Famn — Natural Resource | Class ill Technical
Washington Grove Appendix O
J.H. Cashel Fam Class I} 57, 60

{Casey Proparty)

Hentage Resource




. Heritage Resource

Chavy Chase Chib Herrtage Resource | Class I Technical
Appendix D
Clarksburg Extension | Natural Resource | Class I Technical
. Appendix D
Clarksburg Generat Historic Resource | Class (Il  Technical
Store {Indian Trading . Appendix D
Post) e !
Clarksburg Triangle i Urbar Open Class | ; 77, 80
Property Ny 1 Space :
Darby House & Store | Heritage Resource | Class i 57, 60
Edgewobd Heritage Resource | Class |l 55, 57, 5%
Ednor Brangh Rural Water Supply Class i 48, 50
Cluster Area Properties | Pretection -
Ednor Farms Natural Rescurce | Class I Technical
. Appendix D
Erdle Froperty — across | Water Supply Class ill Technical
from Denit Protection Appendix D
Foxzs Branch Rural Water Supply Class |l 48, 50
Cluster Area Propentias | Protection
Fraley Farm — Eastern  Natural Rescurce | Class HI Technical
Portion ' ) Appendix D
Freeman Fraoperty — Natural Rescurce | Class H Technical
Upper Rock Craek o Appendix D
 Friznds Advice Heritage Resource | Class |l 57,80
|
Furnace Branch Matural Rescurce | Llass | 39, 42
Headwaters Area
Green Boulevard: Urban Gpan Class il 78, 80
Connecticut Avente Spaca
From Aspen Hill w0
District of Columbiz
Green Boulevard: Urban Open Class i |77, 80
Georgia Avenue (MO Space
Raute 57)
Grean Boulevard: Urhar Open Class If 77. 80
Maryland Route 355 Space
Green Boulevard: Naw  Urban Open Class I Technical
Hampshire Avenue Space Appendix D
near Sligo Cragk
Green Boulevard: Urbar. Open Class I} Technizal
University Boulevard Space . : Appendix D
(Green Boulevard: Urbar: Open Class I 178,80
| US 25 (Colesville Rd. & , Space '
Columbia Pike)
Greznwood Class || 57, 53

Foo




Haights Branch Water Supply Class |l 49, 5(
Proparties Protection '
Harewood Heritage Resource  Clase 1) ' 56, 59
Hendry Property Greenway Ciass 1 Technical
Cannection . . Appendix D
Hilliard Farm Heritage Resource | Class ' 57, 60
|
Holland Housa & Red Heritage Resource | Ctass |l ' b6, 59
Daocr Store )
Haylas Mill Diabase Natural Resource  Class | 38, 39, 42
Farasi Area : L
Hoyles Mill Diabase Natural Resource  Class | 38, 39,42
Area {North of Whits ;
Ground Road) _ !
Hoyles Mill Diabase Matural Resource | Class i 38, 41
Area (South of White
Ground Road) . , .
Hyattstown Forest | Natural Resource | Glass | 39, 453
Buffer Area ) , )
Hyattstown, land to | Heritage Resaurce | Class Il L 57, 80
East and Wast _ 3
Jolles Praperty on East- | Urban Qpen Class tI Technical
West Highway Space ) Appendix D
Limestone Ecological | Natural Resource | Class | 39, 42
Corridor B
Little Bennett Matural Resource | Class !l Technical
Headwaters . Appendix O
Loughbaorough House Heritage Rasource | Class f 57, 60
Lower Hawlings River | Water Supply Class Il £ 48, 50
Rural Cluster Area Protection i
Praperties ‘
‘Lower James Creek Water Sugply Class 1l 48, 50
Rural Cluster Arsa Protection :
Propertiss : :
Maiden Lane Property | Urban Open Class | LYT, 80
Space :
Middle Mt. Zion Water Supply Class li : 49, 50
Tributary Properties Protection )
National Institute of Dry | Heritage Resource | Class |} 53, 61
Cleaning N
“North Branch Buffer Natural Resource | Class | 33, 42
" Area
. Northwest Branch 1rail | Greenway Class | . 64, 66
- Gorridar Connection
Northwest Corner of Urban Cpen Class Il Technical
MD Route 355 and Space Appendix D
Montrose Road '

F-3




Faint Branch Church

Natural Resource | Class il

| Technical

Site Appsndix D
Faint Branch/Patuxent | Goreenway Class Il Technical
River Connection Connection Appendix D
Paint Branch Peach - Matural Resource  Clags 1] Technical
Orchard Lots . . Appendix D
Patuxent River - Water Supply Class I 48, 50
Mainstem Gap Argas Protection o
Patuxent River \Water Supply Glass Il 48, 50
Headwaters Tributaries : Protection
Area _ .
Patuxent River Trail i Greenway Class | 64, 68, 67
Corricar Connsction .
Patomac Bend Forest Natural Rescurce | Class [l Technical

_ Appendix. D
Rachel Carson Water Suppiy Class Il " Technical
Extension Protection _Appenadix D
Reddy Branch Water Supply Class Il 49, 50
Properties Protectian
Regional Park Urban Open Class Il 76, 78-80

' Space
River Road Shale Natural Rescurce | Class | 38, 41
Barrens . N
Rock Creek and Greenway Class | 64, 86
Seneca Greenway Trail | Connection
Corridors Link
Rural/Ag. Easement Farmland and Class 72, 73
Area; Properties East of | Rural Open Space
Poolesville te Senaca
Creek SL Pk. o
Ruraifag. Easement Farmland and Ciass I 72.73
Area; Properties North | Rural Qpen Space
of Clarkshurg and East
of Littla Bennett Reg'l
Fark )
RurallAg. Easement Farmland and Class Il 72,73
Area: Properties Morth | Rural Open Space
of Clarksburg and West
b of 1-270

Rural/Ag. Easement Farmiand and Class Il 72,73
Area: Properties North | Rural Opan Spacs '
of Damascus within the
Fatuxent River
YWatershed .
Rural/Ag. Easament Farmland and Class [} i72.73

Area: Propenies
Marthwest of
Laytonsville

Rural Open Space

F-4




RuraliAg. Easemeant Farmland and Class I 72,73
Area; Properties West | Rural Open Space
of Georgia Avenue and
. North of Brookaviile
: Road _ ) o
Seneca Greenway Trai.  Greenway Clags | 64, 66
Carridor Connection |
Serpentine Barrens Natural Resource | Class | 37, 41
aliga Mill Property Urban Open Class | 7T BQ
Space
Scloman Simpsan Heritage Rasource | Class |l 57, 80 )
Farm
South Serpenting Aréa | Natural Resource | Class | 37,43 *‘
[ Stream Protection Area | Natural Resource | Class il Technical _|
along Ten Mile Creek Appendix D '
Takoma Acadsmy Urban Open Class | 7. B0
. Space B
Trail Connegtions along | Urban Qpen Class 1 Technical
MD Route 355 Space Appendix D
Triadelphia Lake Area | Water Supply Class 1l Tachnical
Protection Appendix D
Vearbits Property Natural Rescurce | Class 11l Teachnical
Appendix D
Wallace Poolz Farm Meritage Resource | Class Il 57. 60
Waker Reed — Forest | Urban Open Glass 1l Technical
Glen . Space Appendix D
Warren M.E. Church Heritage Resource | Class I 57,80
Higtaric Site _
Webb Tract , Krban Opan Class Il Teshnical
i Space Appendix D
White/Carlin Farm | Herirage Resource | Class I RT. B0 ;
\ Wahlfarth Property Urban Cpen "' Class | 77.BD |
: Spacs |
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