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Letter from the Director:

T

he past two years have been challenging as we all have
adapted to a world with COVID. Some of those changes were
for the better, such as the widespread recognition of the need
for places like Brookside Gardens for beauty and inspiration, as
a place of refuge and contemplation, a setting for healing, and a
venue for whimsy and joyful gatherings. Among the hundreds of
thousands of visitors who come to the Gardens each year, there
are a number who believe our work is so vital that they feel a
strong need to give and support. As a result of their generosity, recently we have been
able to complete a number of projects that enhance everyone’s experience. Next time
you visit, examine the striking sundial in the Rose Garden – a gift from donors. Admire
the exquisite sculpture in Maple Terrace and thank a donor. Marvel at the intricately
carved Sycamore tree stump carving and thank a donor. Enjoy a concert on the
Bluestone Terrace outside the Visitor Center and thank a donor – or two, with thanks
to the Friends of Brookside Gardens for funding the concerts! Rest on the new stone
wall at the Labyrinth and thank a donor. With COVID, it sometimes seems like we are
standing still, but thanks to our resourceful staf and generous donors, we are making
real progress in our plans to rejuvenate the Gardens we all love.
Happy Gardening!
Stephanie Oberle, Director
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GARDEN NEWS

Pop-up Pollinator Events
Though the Wings of Fancy Live Butterfy and
Caterpillar Exhibit was cancelled for the third
year in a row due to the pandemic, visitors
were not deprived of a chance to learn about
butterfies and other pollinators. Brookside
Gardens’ staf created outdoor opportunities
to learn about all kinds of insect pollinators.
Pop-up Pollinator events were planned for the
summer months, and each month featured
a diferent theme: Pollination, Pollinator
Life Cycles, and Pollinator Habitat. During
the two-hour events, staf and volunteers
posted themselves under a tent outside
the Conservatory and ofered fascinating
information about pollinators and pollination.

In June, visitors learned about plant and
insect partnerships for food resources and
seed production. July’s lessons focused on
insect metamorphosis and plants that act as
hosts for butterfies and caterpillars. Summer
rounded out with events in August that
featured information about pollinator habitats
and what insects need in order to complete
their life cycles. During each event, visitors
were delighted by a simple activity that related
to the topic of the day. It’s essential that we
understand pollinators and their importance
to our own survival – why not have a little fun
while learning about them!

The Only Time is Now
In March, the newly carved sculpture,
The Only Time is Now, was unveiled – and it
made an immediate impression on Brookside
Gardens visitors. Artist, Colin Vale, worked
on carving the beautiful piece throughout
the winter, arousing the curiosity of all the
passersby. When it was complete, those
curious visitors couldn’t wait to see the fnal
piece, as hundreds attended the unveiling.
This lovely addition to the Gardens emerged
after a very old and large sycamore tree was
removed due to safety concerns. At the time,
Gardens staf insisted that a 10-foot stump be
maintained, knowing that a carved sculpture
fashioned from the stump would be perfect
for the spot. Colin’s vision and creativity are on
full display at the edge of the Trial Gardens. If
you haven’t seen it yet, please make a point of
visiting this special feature.
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A Flamboyance of Flamingos
This year something very special and unusual happened: a group of
Flamingos (called a Flamboyance) descended on Brookside Gardens!
Though it would be fun to say that they just appeared as part of the
Brookside Gardens Magic, in reality, a lot of hard work went into making the
beautiful famingo sculptures. Montgomery Parks’ in-house welder, Chris
Stevens, brought to life the vision of one of our gardeners by attaching
wire baskets to famingo forms that he had created from rebar and sheet
metal. Gardens staf helped paint and install the nine-foot frames — in fact,
several staf members had pink paint in their hair for days!
The famingos are an ode to “American gardening contributions;” this
is a bit tongue in cheek given the varying opinions on the 1950s plastic
pink famingos. However, they are primarily about fun and silliness in the
gardens. We think everyone could use a little more tropical fun these
days! In fact, before garden famingos became a pop culture symbol,
they were considered status symbols, meant to imply that a person could
aford the Florida beach life.
Part of what makes our famingos unique is that each gardener hosting
a famboyance designed the containers using diferent annual plants to
set of the sculpture. As such each group of Flamingos is decked out with
a diferent personality of plants. One of the plants used is Cuphea llavea
‘Sriracha Rose’. This plant has a lovely pink fower color and a hardy,
draping texture. It serves the “Spiller” role in some of the containers. (A

BrooksideGardens.org

common rule of thumb when designing container plantings is to include
Thrillers — or showy plants; Fillers — plants that fll in the empty spaces
around other plants’ stems; and Spillers — plants that drape over the sides).
Some famingo containers include Zinnia ‘Profusion Double Hot Cherry’
in the role of Filler. These plants help to fll in the body of the famingo and
hide the stems of other plants in the container. And their hot pink fowers
make for an eye-catching display. In many cases, Begonia ‘Big Rose Bronze’
is used in the Thriller role. These wax wing begonias not only feature
showy with pink fowers, but they are also very drought tolerant, which
is important for container plantings, as soil in containers dries out much
more quickly than natural soil. These are just some of the plants you might
see in the famingo sculptures – they are not all the same!
If you want to plant your own containers (maybe famingo containers!),
remember that foliage can be just as expressive as fowers. Keep your
containers well-watered; larger containers might need less frequent
watering due to the volume of soil. As our gardeners sometimes say:
Big pots, small problems! If you have a small garden, containers are one
way to add interest to a landscape that lacks space in which to plant. You
might even consider creating your own garden art, like our Flamboyance
of Flamingos!
—Keely Shaughnessy, Horticulturist 1
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Welcome new
staf!

Welcome Summer Interns!
Abigail (Abby) Aitken
I was born and raised in Aspen Hill, Maryland and grew up
visiting Brookside with friends and family. Currently, I am
studying Anthropology and Environmental Studies at Ithaca
College. I am interested in the intersections and interactions
between humans and the environment, particularly how stories
shape the way people envision their place in nature. A few
of my specifc passions related to environmentalism include
climate justice, regenerative farming, invasive species, bees, and
composting! I am endlessly grateful for the opportunity to work
at Brookside alongside such a talented and passionate group
of people.

Paula Waltz is Brookside Gardens’ new
Principal Greenhouse Technician. She has
a Bachelor of Arts in Biology from St. Mary’s
College of Maryland and is currently working
on her Bachelor of Science in Horticulture
from Oregon State University. Over the last
decade Paula has worked at various gardens
and historical landscapes in Washington,
DC, including the US National Arboretum,
the Library of Congress, and the US Botanic
Gardens. At the Botanic Gardens, she grew and
displayed orchids, tropical plants, carnivorous
plants, medicinal plants, and plants from
the Mediterranean. Her proudest work
achievement is co-designing and installing
Orchid Show 2020, despite the season being
cut short by the pandemic. In Paula’s free time,
she enjoys trying new restaurants, travelling,
and staying active with running and CrossFit®.
She lives in Arlington, VA with her husband,
cat, and dachshund named Bean.

Angie Carku

Kevin Stewart is Brookside Gardens’ new
Volunteer Program Manager. Read about Kevin
on page 7.

I am a rising senior studying Landscape Architecture at the
University of Maryland, College Park. My favorite part of my
academic program is taking a landscape that isn’t serving the
community or native wildlife and working out a plan to help it
reach its full potential. I have been a frequent visitor at Brookside
Gardens since taking a Woody Plants class my sophomore year
when I stopped by often to fnd examples of diferent species.
My favorite tree is Betula pendula (Silver Birch) and my favorite
shrub is Ilex verticillata (Inkberry). I am originally from Suwon,
South Korea, but I received my U.S. citizenship in 2022. I have
one older sister and a very cute nephew in California.
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I am a recent graduate from the University of Maryland with
a degree in Environmental Science and Policy. My family is
originally from Albania and immigrated to Northern New Jersey,
the Garden State. Self-sufcient farming was prominent amongst
Albanians, and my parents wanted to carry out some of those
traditions in the states. I recall growing tomatoes, peppers,
eggplant, etc. and helping my parents set up containers, fencing,
and planting seeds throughout my childhood. My mother,
in particular, has a green thumb and her love for indoor and
outdoor plants has always inspired my own desire to cultivate
and grow plants. Through my love for the outdoors and nature,
I’ve become interested in land management as well as plant
and wildlife ecology. I fnd remote sensing and geographic
information systems to be resourceful methods in researching
and solving environmental issues. Using these methods, I’ve
researched Axis Deer in Hawai’i, restoration sites, and trail
mapping projects. I look forward to applying and exploring these
systems further as a Summer Intern at Brookside Gardens!

Sanghyuk Lee

Register at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org

Millennium Sherif
As a North Carolina native, working in Maryland is a stretch away from home, but the
plants are still familiar. I recently graduated from North Carolina State University as a
Plant Biology major with minors in Film and Anthropology. I chose Plant biology as my
degree program of interest because of my love for the natural world and to increase the
incorporation of plants into my daily life. Ethnobotany was the buzzword that captured
my attention, though reading about the lore and religious signifcance associated
with many deciduous and tropical plants continues to enhance my experience as
a horticulturist. As an intern at Brookside Gardens, I look forward to learning more
alternative, sustainable practices in response to abiotic factors, as well as how to
manage a grand landscape of plants. I intend to mesh my knowledge of plants, love
for flm, and understanding of horticultural sustainability practices to build wholesome
connections that add more meaning to life.

Volunteer Update
Welcome Kevin Stewart!
Kevin Stewart started as Brookside Gardens’ new Volunteer Program Manager
in June. Kevin grew up in Tampa, Florida and earned a bachelor’s degree in
International Studies from the University of South Florida. He later met his wife in
Jordan while they were serving as Peace Corps Volunteers teaching English. After
returning to the States, he completed a year of community service as an AmeriCorps
VISTA. Kevin has more than ten years of experience in volunteer management
with adult and youth volunteers through his work at the San Diego Food Bank,
Big Brothers Big Sisters, AmeriCorps, and Voices for Children. In addition, Kevin
has served as a refugee youth mentor and Big Brother over the past decade and is
passionate about community service and serving those who serve. Kevin and his
wife recently moved from San Diego, California to Silver Spring, Maryland with their
two-year-old son and two rescue dogs. In his free time, he enjoys hiking, cooking,
playing basketball, gardening, reading, traveling, and most importantly spending
time with his family. Kevin is very excited to support the wonderful volunteers who
help maintain the peaceful and serene nature of Brookside Gardens. He also looks
forward to walking through the Japanese Teahouse every day, which he fnds quite
beautiful and relaxing.
Stop by the Visitor Center to say hello to Kevin when you’re at the Gardens.

BrooksideGardens.org
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Thank You Donors!
The Montgomery Parks Foundation and the Friends of Brookside Gardens would like to thank
all the generous donors to Brookside Gardens from December 15, 2021 – June 1, 2022. Your
gifts have been invaluable in providing resources, programming, and additional support to the
Gardens. To learn more about making a donation to support Brookside Gardens, please visit
MontgomeryParksFoundation.org/donate-now/ or FriendsOfBrooksideGardens.org.
GENERAL DONATIONS
Susan Allen
Eleanor Arnold
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Brownrigg Charitable Trust
Suzanne Carbone
Marlene Cianci
Leslie Cronin
Martin Czigler
Emily Davidson
Chris Dennison
Phoebe deReynier
Robert & Ann Erdahl
Catherine Edwards
Peggy Fields
Mary A. Fitzgerald
Leonard Friedman & Randi
Passamaneck
Mark Heaney
Daniel M. Hellerstein
Donald Hill
Kenneth Jones
Sheila Jones
Jessica Josephs
Salma S. Kahn
Miriam Kawin
Kathy Kircher
Alan & Carole Kuritzky
Harvey & Regina Lee
Ma-Li Liang
Wayne Little
Joanne London
Carmela Mannarino
Norbeck Manor Garden Club
Maryland Nursery, Landscape, and
Greenhouse Association
Flynn McLean
Timothy McNellis
Ellen Mika
Dorie Newman
Chris Pabon & Melissa Booth
Moo He & Joung Im Park
Leonid Parunov
Thelma M. Pearson
Pew Charitable Trusts
Judy Portnoy
Jefrey A. Reiter
Katherine Rompf
Elaine Rose
Victor Rosenblum
Tanya Schmieler
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Gloria & Richard Sherman
Gretchen Schwartz
Roger & Barbara Schwarz
Dale Schwenk
Paul Senger
St Paul United Methodist Church
Christine Taylor
Johnny Tran
Clare Voss
Joyce Waugh
Mary Lou Williamson
Woodmoor Garden Club
Harriet Ying
PROGRAM SUPPORT
GreenScapes
American Beauties, LLC
Babikow Greenhouses
Maryland Nursery, Landscape, and
Greenhouse Association
Meadows Farms
One Montgomery Green
Raemelton Farm
RainScapes/Montgomery County
Department of Environmental
Protection
Reuven Walder (Gardenology)
Wings of Fancy
Marcia Rex Matera
Tree Trust
Joan Rubin
TRIBUTE GIFTS
In Memory of Peggy Allison
Ellen Shuster
In Memory of Nuran Avşar
Martha A. McIntyre
In Honor of Linda Barrett and
Emily Harris
Catherine Stephens
In Memory of Anna Chao
Meadow Platt
In Memory of Mary Sue Cline
Asaidali
William Cline

In Memory of Neela Deodhar
Angela Goldstein

In Memory of Gloria Eimerbrink
Amanda Custer

In Memory of Joseph Dominic Ditre
Joseph P. Ditre & Dyan M. Dyttmer

In Memory of Kiran C. Kochhar
Ajay Kochhar
Anil Kochhar
Medha Kochhar

In Memory of Joyce A. Dyttmer
Joseph P. Ditre & Dyan M. Dyttmer
In Memory of Stanley D. Fishman
David Frost
Donald Gold
Stephen A. and Diana L. Goldberg
Foundation, Inc.
Alice Pasqualetti
Audie & Eileen Rolnick
Iris & Gene Rotberg
Sydney & Phyllis Stearman
David Yevzerof

In Memory of Rong Cheng Lin
Raymond Lin
For Nancy S. Longo
Dan Longo
In Memory of John Einer Nilsson
Jennifer Knight
In Memory of Camilla Schlegel
SocialWise Club of MD

In Memory of Philip Martinez
The Wolanin Family

In Memory of David R. Seidman
Sally A. Henderson

In Memory of Mary McClain
Matthew McClain, McClain and
Associates, Inc.

In Honor of Alice Ann Wade
Rachel Costello

In Memory of Richard Midgett
Judith Gallant

TRIBUTE BENCHES
In Memory of Can & Nazan Kerametli
Bikem Ozturk

In Memory of Audrey M. Prichard
Nancy Sebring

In Memory of Ermona McGoodwin
Jean Schreier

In Memory of Carleen E. Rule
Donald E. Rule

In Memory of Vivek Muralidhar
Suma Muralidhar

In Memory of Thelma “Tybe”
Solomon
Melanie Goldstein

In Memory of Maxine “Bobby”
Schaefer
Raechel Andreassi

ROSE GARDEN COMMEMORATIVE
BRICKS
In Memory of Betty & Bill Beal
David & Leslie Bloom
In Memory of John A. Daly
Patricia Daly
In Memory of Neela Deodhar
Nikhil Deodhar

Brookside Gardens apologizes for
misspelling Diana Locke’s name in a
previous edition.

Register at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org

Rose Garden Commemorative Bricks
Brookside Gardens’ Commemorative Brick
program ofers donors the opportunity to
celebrate loved ones and milestones with
custom-engraved bricks in the Rose Garden.
The Rose Garden, an oasis of intoxicating
scents and vivid colors, has long been one of
Brookside Gardens’ most popular destinations.
Bricks are installed under an arbor where
visitors may delight in the sweet fragrance of
climbing wisteria and in its charming clusters
of purple, pink, and white fowers. During rose

season, the unmistakable scent of roses flls
the air, and donors may choose to sit in quiet
contemplation or wander the garden to
admire the enchanting colors of the roses and
other fowers.
For more information about the
Commemorative Brick Program, email
BrooksideGardensGiving@MontgomeryParks.org
or call 301-962-1439.

Thanks to donor funding, the Labyrinth wall has been replaced using lovely Carderock stone,
a local stone that Brookside Gardens has used in many recent projects. Stone mason, Rob
Page, has worked on several stone features in the Gardens; he and his crew are true artists!
The results speak for themselves – the completed wall is not only beautiful, but also resilient.
We expect that it will last for many years thanks to the thoughtful craftmanship
that went into creating it.

BrooksideGardens.org
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EVENTS
GreenScapes 2023
Sponsored by Friends of Brookside Gardens
Friday | February 17 | 9:30 am – 4:00 pm
#PBG0057 400001
Early Bird Fee expires Friday, January 13: $45
Regular Fee starts Saturday, January 14: $55
Note: This will be ofered as a series of
live online lectures with audience Q&A
incorporated into the program. All lectures
will be recorded and made available for
online viewing.
The GreenScapes Symposium is an annual
program organized by Brookside Gardens
since 2004. The symposium will highlight the
intersection of horticulture and environmental
issues. Environmental stewardship is a core
value of the Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC),
Brookside Gardens’ parent organization. As
such, we strive to provide timely information
and viable solutions to environmental
challenges.

Art Exhibits*
Washington Watercolor Assoc.
August 22 – September 19

Potomac Valley Watercolorists

Fall & Winter Conservatory
Displays

Plant Society Shows and
Sales

Autumn Display

National Capital Cactus and Succulent
Society Cactus and Succulent Show
and Sale

Delight in the glorious fall display of
chrysanthemums curated by our talented
conservatory horticulturists. This year’s design
is blazing with the warm shades of autumn.
Discover how color and texture are used to
create a brilliant crescendo to the colorful
garden year.
South Conservatory
Saturday, October 8 – Sunday, October 30
North Conservatory
Saturday, October 8 – Sunday, November 27

Saturday | August 6 | 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Friends of Brookside Gardens
Annual Fall Plant Sale
Saturday | September 10
Members only 8:00 – 9:00 am
Public 9:00 am – 4:00 pm*
Sunday | September 11 | 9:00 am – 2:00 pm*
*while supplies last

September 19 – October 24

Winter Display
Laurel Art Guild | Mixed Media
October 24 – December 5

Jane Storck | Watercolor & Oil
Jessica Snow | Photography
Malka Kutnick | Watercolor & Mixed
Media
December 5 – January 23

Vickie VJ Thurston | Acrylics
Debra Jean Ambush | Prints, drawings,
paintings
Sheela Becton | Paintings
January 23 – March 13

*Now accepting applications for 2024. Visit
BrooksideGardens.org for more information.

In partnership with the Washington Virginia
Maryland Garden Railway Society, the Garden
Railway Exhibit returns this winter! G-scale
trains and custom model buildings create a
magical miniature landscape of Montgomery
County landmarks. In both the glass
houses, the full spectrum of color will be on
display, with cheerful warm tones of red and
orange poinsettias, amber, gold and chartreuse
foliage, along with complementing fowers in
shades of blue and purple.
South Conservatory (Garden Railway)
Garden Railway open only during daytime
hours.
Friday, November 25 – Sunday, January 1
10:00 am – 3:45 pm
Saturday | December 24 | Closing at 1:00 pm
North Conservatory
Saturday, December 3 – Sunday, January 1
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
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Mycological Association of Washington
Mushroom Fair
Sunday | October 16 | 12:00 – 5:00 pm

Garden After Dark
Looking for a special night out with friends or
a loved one? Let Brookside Gardens take care
of the details! Each fee covers the cost of one
person age 21 and up.

Holly Daze
Wednesday| December 14 | 6:30 – 8:30 pm
$50 | FOBG $45 | #PBG0068 400001
Adult Classroom
Brookside Gardens Staf
Take a leisurely stroll through our annual
Garden of Lights display, then come inside for
wine, cheese, and dessert. Create a festive
holiday ornament to commemorate your visit.
Fee includes all refreshments, ornament, and
admission to Garden of Lights for one person.

Register at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org

ADULT PROGRAMS
VIRTUAL, LIVE CLASSES
V This symbol indicates classes that are ofered virtually as live,
online webinars though the Zoom platform with audience Q & A.
After registering, a link will be emailed to you 24 hours prior to the
live webinar. Recordings will be made available to students.
Please ensure your Active Montgomery account is updated with
your correct email address.
FRIENDS OF BROOKSIDE GARDENS (FOBG) DISCOUNTS
Look for special FOBG program pricing on many adult classes for
members of the Friends of Brookside Gardens, a nonproft organization
established to support the mission of the Gardens.
For information about joining the Friends of Brookside Gardens, visit
www.FriendsofBrooksideGardens.org or call 301-962-1400 to request
a brochure.

Speaker Series
Sponsored by Friends of Brookside Gardens
Free, but registration required
Each year Brookside Gardens welcomes
nationally and internationally known
horticulturists, botanists, authors, and speakers
to explore a wide range of topics.

Black Flora: Profles of Inspiring Black
Flower Farmers + Florists
V

Saturday | December 3 | 10:00 – 11:30am
FREE | #PBG0070 400001
Teresa J. Speight, Urban Gardening Chair for
National Garden Clubs, founder of the Jabali
Amani Garden Collective and host of Cottage
in the Court
There is a rich, beautiful, and complex narrative
being told by African Americans and other
persons of color in the foral marketplace. It is
long past time to recognize their excellence
and contributions to cut fower farming
and foristry. Garden writer, podcaster, and
blogger Teresa J. Speight shares her interviews
and profles with leading pioneers and explores
their lives rooted in the foral world.
V n n Nature into Art:
The Gardens of Wave Hill

Saturday | January 14 | 10:00 – 11:30am
FREE | #PBG0071 400001
Thomas Christopher, garden writer
The last surviving family estate in New York’s
fve boroughs, Wave Hill has grown over

BrooksideGardens.org

SPECIAL FOCUS TRACKS
Look for the following symbols highlighting specifc tracks designed to
ofer more in-depth educational opportunities:
n Sustainability Programs – a focus on making our homes and
gardens “greener.”
n Gardener’s Focus – for experienced gardeners who want to increase
their knowledge through advanced cultivation and management
techniques.
n Landscape Design – for those wishing to develop skills to
compose beautiful and functional garden spaces through the artful
juxtaposition of plants and hardscape elements.

the last half century into one of the most
beautiful and innovative public gardens in the
United States, marrying an artist’s sensibility
with extraordinary horticultural expertise.
Mr. Christopher, author of Nature Into Art,
The Gardens of Wave Hill, takes us on a
photographic tour of this renowned landscape
and discusses the lessons it has to teach all
gardeners about sustainability and climate
change.

Horticulture Classes
Registration required
V n The Nature of Oaks
Saturday| September 24 |10:00 – 11:30 am
$12 | FOBG $10 | #PBG0067 300001
Doug Tallamy, entomologist, University of
Delaware
Oaks sustain a complex and fascinating web
of wildlife. From woodpeckers who collect
and store hundreds of acorns to the beauty
of jewel caterpillars, Dr. Tallamy illuminates
and celebrates the wonders that occur right in
our own yards. He also shares practical advice
about how to plant and care for oaks, along
with information about the best oak species for
your area.

V n Asters and Goldenrods:
Autumn’s Pollinator Banquet

Saturday| October 8 |10:00 – 11:30 am
$12 | FOBG $10 | #PBG0069 300001
Heather Holm, biologist, pollinator
conservationist, and award-winning author
Asters and goldenrods are critical late
summer and autumn forage for many types of
pollinators, including native bees. Ms. Holm
explains the nutritional components of the
nectar and pollen of asters and goldenrods
and their importance to the survival of native
bees and migratory pollinating insects such
as butterfies. Showcasing a number of aster
and goldenrod species, she describes how to
plan for a continuous succession of blooms in
the garden.
V

Getting Your Garden Ready for Winter

Thursday| October 20 | 6:30 – 8:00 pm
$12 | FOBG $10 | #PBG0062 300001
Kathy Jentz, editor, Washington Gardener
Magazine
Gardeners are often overwhelmed by the long
to-do list of garden tasks. Learn what chores
are essential and which you can safely skip
as you prepare your garden for winter while
making a big diference to the success of next
year’s garden. Ms. Jentz shares her best costsaving tips and teaches you how to “batten
down the hatches” for winter’s worst weather.
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ADULT PROGRAMS
n Native Plants for Winter Interest
Saturday| November 5 | 10:00 – 11:30 am
$12 | FOBG $10 | #PBG0072 300001
Elaine Mills, Virginia Cooperative Extension
Master Gardener
Fall is a great time to plan for winter! Learn
how planting native species now creates
winter interest in the garden and provides
critical habitat for local wildlife. A list of native
trees, shrubs, and vines, as well as selected
perennials will be covered. Ms. Mills is the
creative force behind the Master Gardeners
of Northern Virginia’s resource Tried and True
Native Plant Selections for the Mid-Atlantic and
will recommend her best bets for your area.
V

n Everything You Wanted to Know
About Pruning
V

Saturday | February 11 | 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
$12 | FOBG $10 | #PBG0063 400001
Josh Demers, Brookside Gardens Horticulturist
Confused about pruning? Are you unsure
when or even how to prune properly? Let
our horticulturist show you proper pruning
techniques for trees and shrubs along with
corrective pruning strategies. Discover how
plants respond to pruning and how to get a
shrub or tree to do what you want it to – in a
way that is healthy for the plant! Course does
not cover food crops.

Garden Tours
Registration required for all tours.

Behind-the-Scenes Greenhouse Tour
Wednesday | September 21 | 10:00 – 11:15 am
$10 | FOBG $8 | #PBG0003 300001
OR
Friday | September 23 | 1:00 – 2:15 pm
$10 | FOBG $8 | #PBG0003 300002
Address and parking logistics will be sent
after registration.
Nathan Roehrich, Brookside Gardens
Greenhouse Manager
Opened in 2018, the O’Rourke Greenhouse
consists of four growing areas totaling 10,000
square feet under glass. Participants will take a
closer look at the state-of-the-art technology
that enables the greenhouse staf to grow a
variety of beautiful plants year-round while
getting a sneak peek at the thousands of plants
being grown for the garden displays.
12

n Parking Garden & Sustainable

Landscapes Tour
Thursday | October 20 | 10:00 – 11:30 am
$10 | FOBG $8 | #PBG0058 300001
OR
Thursday | October 20 | 1:30 – 3:00 pm
$10 | FOBG $8 | #PBG0058 300002
Meet at the Visitor Center
Jeanette Proudfoot, Brookside Gardens
Horticulturist
The Parking Garden is a beautiful example
of large-scale functional and sustainable
gardening. See how this garden has been
designed to increase the quality of the
surrounding environment while benefting
wildlife that reside at Brookside Gardens and
learn the sustainable gardening methods
employed to reduce the use of conventional
pesticides and fertilizers.

Glory of Fall Garden Tour
Thursday| October 27 | 1:00 – 2:30pm
$10 | FOBG $8 | #PBG0059 300001
OR
Friday| October 28 | 10:00 – 11:30 am
$10 | FOBG $8 | #PBG0059 300002
Meet at the Visitor Center
Josh Demers, Brookside Gardens Horticulturist
Discover a whole new garden brought on by
the changing Autumn season. This walking
tour highlights the spectacular fall colors in
the woody and herbaceous plant collections
with a closer look at our staf’s favorite fall
blooming perennials like asters, conefowers,
sedums, and grasses.

Chrysanthemum Tour
Wednesday | November 2 | 10:00 – 11:15 am
$10 | FOBG $8 | #PBG0060 300001
Thursday | November 3 | 1:00 – 2:15 pm
$10 | FOBG 8 | #PBG0050 300002
Brookside Gardens Conservatories
Kathy Stevens, Brookside Gardens
Conservatory Manager
Did you know that chrysanthemums have been
cultivated for over two thousand years? The
diversity and popularity of mums is unmatched
in the botanical world. Discover how this
plant captured the imaginations of gardeners
throughout history as you enjoy a tour led by
Conservatory Manager, Kathy Stevens.

Register at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org

Brookside Gardens Winter Tour

Mixed Winter Container

Creative Custom Bird & Fairy Houses

Friday| January 27 | 1:00 – 2:30 pm
$10 | FOBG $8 | #PBG0061 400001
OR
Saturday| January 28 | 10:00 – 11:30 am
$10 | FOBG $8 | #PBG0061 400002
Meet at the Visitor Center
Josh Demers, Brookside Gardens Horticulturist
Winter brings a diferent dimension to the
gardens that is sometimes overlooked by
visitors. Walk and talk with a garden expert to
uncover the “bones of the garden” without the
distraction of leaves or fowers. Explore the
architectural elements that shape the gardens
including woody plants, hardscape and other
components of design.

Saturday | November 12 | 10:00 – 11:30 am
$75 | FOBG $67 | PBG0064 300001
Adult Classroom
Joan O’Rourke, Brookside Gardens Volunteer
Create a container garden with plants that can
withstand winter’s harshest conditions while
providing you with a beautiful respite from
the dull weather. Mix dwarf evergreens with a
splash of vibrant violas for some late season
color. A 14-inch container is included.

Saturday | January 21 | 10:00 – 11:30 am
$40 | FOBG $35 | #PBG0073 400001
Adult Classroom
Kathy Jentz, editor, Washington Gardener
Magazine
Transform a plain wooden birdhouse into an
enchanting home for your feathered friends
or use it as a whimsical accent to liven up the
garden. Paint, embellish, and accessorize a
small dwelling into a colorful craft.

Festive Fresh Greens

Introduction to Plant Propagation –
Tropical Houseplants

Hands-on Workshops
Registration required
Note: All hands-on workshops will be held inperson at the Visitor Center.

Fall Collage & Mixed Media Workshop
Saturday | October 15 | 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
$75 | FOBG $67 |#PBG0074 300001
Adult Classroom
Marcie Wolf-Hubbard, visual artist and art
instructor
Create a mixed media work of art inspired by
the season and discover the endless inspiration
found in nature. Enjoy a garden tour to collect
leaves, seed pods, and other fall delights
to incorporate into your art. Additionally,
each participant will receive an art journal to
continue exploring the art of nature. Supplies
are provided. A list of optional items will be
emailed prior to the workshop to make your
mixed media art more personal.

BrooksideGardens.org

Festive Wreaths
Wednesday | December 7 | 10:00 – 11:30am
$50 | FOBG $45 | #PBG0065 400001
OR
Festive Centerpieces
Thursday | December 8 | 10:00 – 11:30 am
$50 | FOBG $45 | #PBG0066 400001
Auditorium
Joan O’Rourke, Brookside Gardens Volunteer
Bring the beauty of winter home with a
centerpiece or wreath using fresh greens!
Come Wednesday to fashion an evergreen
wreath for your front door. Return on
Thursday to create a lush centerpiece and
seasonal decorations. Fee includes all
materials for one wreath or two centerpieces.

Saturday | February 4 | 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Inclement weather makeup date: February 11
$40 | FOBG $36 | #PBG0016 400001
Greenhouse – address and directions sent
after registration
Nathan Roehrich, Greenhouse Manager,
Brookside Gardens
From root cuttings to division, learn the basics
of plant propagation in our state-of-the-art
greenhouse facilities. This class focuses on
a variety of tropical houseplants and the
most appropriate propagation methods for
them. Bring your burning plant propagation
questions for our horticultural expert
and take a few ofshoots to practice with
at home.
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ADULT PROGRAMS

Health and Wellness
Registration required

Gentle Yoga
$12 | FOBG: $10 | 10:00 – 11:00 am
Japanese Tea House (September – October)
Visitor Center (November – February)
Note: No walk-ins accepted. Class size limited
to 25 people.
Sherry Weber
This series of classes features foundational
yoga poses that are designed to support better
breathing, walking, and space orientation.
Yoga movements help build muscle, bone
density and core strength while improving
balance, posture, and fexibility. Mats are not
included.
Thursday | September 8 | #PBG0031 300001
Thursday | September 15 | #PBG0031
300002
Thursday | September 22 | #PBG0031
300003
Thursday | September 29 | #PBG0031
300004
Thursday | October 6 | #PBG0031 300005
Thursday | October 13 | #PBG0031 300006
Thursday | October 20 | #PBG0031 300007
Thursday | November 3 | #PBG0031 300008
Thursday | November 10 | #PBG0031 300009
Thursday | November 17 | #PBG0031 300010
Thursday | December 1 | #PBG0031 400001
Thursday | December 8 | #PBG0031 400002
Thursday | December 15 | #PBG0031 400003
Thursday | January 5 | #PBG0031 400004
Thursday | January 12 | #PBG0031 400005
Thursday | January 19 | #PBG0031 400006
Thursday | January 26 | #PBG0031 400007
Thursday | February 2| #PBG0031 400008
Thursday | February 9 | #PBG0031 400009
Thursday | February 16 | #PBG0031 4000010
Thursday | February 23| #PBG0031 400011
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Yoga
$12 | FOBG: $10 | 9:30 – 10:30 am
Japanese Tea House
Note: No walk-ins will be accepted. Class size
limited to 25 people.
Tanory Ateek
Enjoy one or all eight sessions of yoga held
in a peaceful setting under the cover of the
Japanese Tea House. Designed to increase
fexibility and physical strength and to cultivate
mental focus, these classes are a beautiful and
relaxing way to begin your weekend. Mats are
not included.
Saturday | September 10| #PBG0031 300001
Saturday | September 17 | #PBG0031 300002
Saturday | September 24 | #PBG0031 300003
Saturday | October 1 | #PBG0031 300004
Saturday | October 8 | #PBG0031 300005
Saturday | October 15 | #PBG0031 300006
Saturday | October 22 | #PBG0031 300007
Saturday | October 29 | #PBG0031 300008

Full Moon Walk
Saturday | September 10 | 8:00 – 9:30 pm
$25 | FOBG $22 | #PBG0002 300001
Meet in Visitor Center
Jason Gedeik, Brookside Gardens Staf
Explore Brookside Gardens by moon light
as we tour gardens, streams, and woods
after dark. Be surprised by seasonal garden
highlights and friendly nighttime wildlife. Wear
sturdy shoes and comfortable clothes as we
will cover some hilly terrain.

Half-day Mindfulness Retreat
Sunday | September 11 | 8:30 am – 12:30 pm
$60 | FOBG $54 | #PBG0018 300001
Meet at Visitor Center entrance
Tanory Ateek
With her signature curiosity and playful
approach to ancient meditative practices,
Ms. Ateek will guide you through a half-day
of stress relieving practices, including gentle
yoga; walking and seated meditation; and the
meditative way of the labyrinth. Whether you
are brand new to meditation or a seasoned
practitioner, this retreat will provide a chance
to slow down, connect to nature in new ways,
and rekindle a deeper sense of peace and
wonder in your life. Class size limited.

Register at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org

Strolls for Well-Being
$75
Adult Classroom or Online*
Brookside Gardens Staf
Connect with and care for your inner self
through the Strolls for Well-Being, an evidencebased program that promotes emotional
healing and wellness through connection to
nature. Over the course of eight weeks, you
will complete twelve walks individually in
Brookside Gardens, on your own schedule and
with a beautiful full-color, 110-page journal
as your guide. Each walk has its own theme,
refected in the journal with readings and writing
prompts encouraging you to slow down, be
present, and look inward. Those struggling with
difculty, stress, or transition may particularly
beneft. Dates listed are for group meetings
at the beginning, middle, and end of the
program, where you will receive important
information/materials and share insights with
other participants (before registering, please be
sure that you can commit to attending all three
sessions). Further information available at
BrooksideGardens.org/wellness. Note: Strolls
for Well-Being and accompanying materials
were created by mental health professionals
but Brookside Gardens is not a mental health
service provider.
Wednesdays | September 14, October 12,
November 9
11:00 am - 12:30 pm | #PBG0033 300001
OR

Wednesdays *Online*| September 14,
October 12, November 9
6:00 – 7:30 pm | #PBG003 300002
OR
Saturdays | September 24, October 22,
November 19
10:00 – 11:30 am | #PBG0033 300003

Tai Chi
$12 | FOBG: $10 | 9:00 – 10:15 am
Japanese Tea House (September – October
19)
Visitor Center (October 26 – February)
Note: No walk-ins accepted. Class size limited
to 20 people.
Charles Votaw
Tai Chi is an ancient, Chinese form of exercise
perfect for adults seeking stress reduction
while strengthening muscles, improving
balance, and increasing fexibility. The Forms
are repetitive patterns that emphasize slow,
fowing motions and controlled movements.
Classes will help beginners to learn the Forms
while providing regular practitioners the
guidance of an experienced instructor.
Wednesday | September 14 | #PBG0029
300001
Wednesday | September 21 | #PBG0029
300002

Wednesday | September 28 | #PBG0029
300003
Wednesday | October 5 | #PBG0029 300004
Wednesday | October 12 | #PBG0029 300005
Wednesday | October 19| #PBG0029 300006
Wednesday | October 26| #PBG0029 300007
Wednesday | November 2 | #PBG0029 300008
Wednesday | November 9| #PBG0029 300009
Wednesday | November 16| #PBG0029
300010
Wednesday | November 30| #PBG0029
300011
Wednesday | December 7| #PBG0029 400001
Wednesday | December 14 | #PBG0029
400002
Wednesday | January 4 | #PBG0029 400003
Wednesday | January 11 | #PBG0029 400004
Wednesday | January 18 | #PBG0029 400005
Wednesday | January 25 | #PBG0029 400006
Wednesday | February 1 | #PBG0029 400007
Wednesday | February 8 | #PBG0029 400008
Wednesday | February 15 | #PBG0029
400009
Wednesday | February 22 | #PBG0029
400010

Participants in Strolls for Well-Being
complete 12 garden walks on their
own schedule, with the program’s
full-color, 110-page journal as their
guide. Each stroll has its own theme,
refected in the journal with readings
and writing prompts.

BrooksideGardens.org
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ADULT PROGRAMS

Shinrin-yoku: The Art of Forest Bathing
Saturday | October 29 | 9:30 – 11:30 am
$30 | FOBG $27 | #PBG0022 300001
OR
Saturday | November 5 | 9:30 – 11:30 am
$30 | FOBG $27 | #PBG0022 300002
Meet at Visitor Center Entrance
Ana Ka’ahanui, certifed Forest Therapy Guide
Connect with nature through a forest
bathing walk among the beautiful fall foliage.
Experience the incomparable beauty of
autumn while strolling the grounds and
neighboring forest at a measured pace that
allows you to notice the small miracles of
nature unfolding. We’ll close the walk by
enjoying hot tea, maple candies and walnuts.

Botanical Art & Illustration
Registration required.
V Exploring Fall Through Innovative
Watercolor Techniques

Friday, October 28 through Sunday, October
30 (3-day program) | 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
$195| FOBG $176 | #PBG0075 300001
Prerequisite: Intermediate courses in
botanical art & illustration
Level: Intermediate to advanced
Margaret Saylor, botanical artist and instructor
Explore the rich subject matter of autumn
while learning new techniques for mixing

16

paints and layering graphite and watercolor on
vellum. Discover how this process emphasizes
the details of the subject matter while giving
it a more realistic and “earthy” tone – perfect
for capturing the essence of fall. We’ll review
techniques for the development of working
drawings in a sketchbook; preparing a
preliminary graphite drawing in preparation
for a painting; and selection of materials and
painting styles.
V

Graphite Mastery

Three consecutive Saturdays | January 21,
28, & February 4| 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
$195| FOBG $176 | #PBG0076 400001
Prerequisite: Intermediate courses in
botanical art & illustration
Level: Intermediate to advanced
Susan Fisher, botanical artist and instructor
Mastering botanical illustration rests on
profciency in graphite, and this advanced
course will remind you why. The lines, forms,
values, and edges accomplished with a pencil
lead the way to more competent work in all
other media. Surprising exercises along with
some standard skills review are guaranteed to
refresh your competence and confdence.

Register at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org

CHILDREN & FAMILIES

Children & Families
Children’s Garden: Explore Maryland!
Visit a unique mini-Maryland in our children’s
garden, Explore Maryland! Experience
Maryland ecosystems and habitats such as
the Eastern Shore coastal plain, Maryland’s
agricultural basin, and some big boulders
representing the Appalachian Mountains.
Learn about popular farm crops, pretend to
drive a boat and tractor, and cook your favorite
meal in the nature kitchen!

Children’s Day(s)
Sponsored by Friends of Brookside Gardens
Saturday | September 17 | 10:30 am – noon
PBG0077 300001
Saturday | September 17 | 1:00 – 2:30 pm
PBG0077 300002
Sunday | September 18 | 10:30 am – noon
PBG0077 300003
Free | Registration required
Meet in Visitor Center Lobby
Explore the art and science of gardening
through child-driven art projects and engaging
science activities. Groups will rotate through
four outdoor activity stations designed
to educate and entertain. All participants,
including adults, must register.

BrooksideGardens.org

Yoga Sprouts
$7 per child | ages 3 – 7 | 10:30 – 11:15 am
Meet at South Terrace
William Drew
Yoga Sprouts is a delightful family activity
that promotes connection, mindfulness, and
movement, all in a beautiful setting! Geared
towards children ages 3-7 years and an adult
family member, this yoga class builds selfesteem and improves emotional regulation.
Classes are held outdoors and canceled in
cases of inclement weather. Bring your own
mat or borrow one of ours. Adult presence
required.
Saturday | September 10 | PBG0078 300001
Saturday | September 24 | PBG0078 300002
Saturday | October 1 | PBG0078 300003
Saturday | October 8 | PBG0078 300004
Saturday | October 15 | PBG0078 300005
Saturday | October 22 | PBG0078 300006
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PROGRAMS BY DATE
Date
9/8/2022

Program
Gentle Yoga**

Course #
PBG0031 300001

Fee
$12

FOBG
$10

Page No.
14

9/10/2022

Yoga**

PBG0031 300001

$12

$10

14

9/10/2022

Yoga Sprouts**

PBG0078 300001

$7

$7

17

9/10/2022

Full Moon Walk

PBG0002 300001

$25

$22

14

9/11/2022

Half-day Mindfulness Retreat at Brookside Gardens

PBG0018 300001

$60

$54

14

9/14/2022

Tai Chi at Brookside Gardens**

PBG0029 300001

$12

$10

15

9/14/2022

Strolls for Well-Being*

PBG0033 300001

$75

$75

15

9/17/2022

Children’s Day(s)**

PBG0077 300001

FREE

FREE

17

9/21/2022

Behind-the-Scenes Greenhouse Tour**

PBG0003 300001

$10

$8

12

9/24/2022

The Nature of Oaks

PBG0067 300001

$12

$10

11

10/8/2022

Asters and Goldenrods: Autumns’ Pollinator Banquet

PBG0069 300001

$12

$10

11

10/15/2022 Fall Collage & Mixed Media Workshop

PBG0074 300001

$75

$67

13

10/20/2022 Getting Your Garden Ready for Winter

PBG0062 300001

$12

$10

11

10/20/2022 Parking Garden & Sustainable Landscapes Tour**

PBG0058 300001

$10

$8

12

10/27/2022 Glory of Fall Garden Tour**

PBG0059 300001

$10

$8

12

10/28/2022 Exploring Fall Through Innovative Watercolor Techniques*

PBG0075 300001

$195

$176

16

10/29/2022 Shinrin-yoku: The Art of Forest Bathing

PBG0022 300001

$30

$27

16

11/2/2022

Chrysanthemum Tour**

PBG0060 300001

$10

$8

12

11/5/2022

Native Plants for Winter Interest

PBG0072 300001

$12

$10

12

11/12/2022 Mixed Winter Container

PBG0064 300001

$75

$67

13

12/3/2022

Black Flora: Profles of Inspiring Black Flower Farmers + Florists

PBG0070 400001

FREE

FREE

11

12/7/2022

Festive Fresh Wreaths

PBG0065 400001

$50

$45

13

12/8/2022

Festive Fresh Centerpieces

PBG0066 400001

$50

$45

13

12/14/2022 Garden After Dark: Holly Daze

PBG0068 400001

$50

$45

10

1/14/2023

Nature into Art: The Gardens of Wave Hill

PBG0071 400001

FREE

FREE

11

1/21/2023

Graphite Mastery*

PBG0076 400001

$195

$176

16

1/21/2023

Creative Custom Bird & Fairy Houses

PBG0073 400001

$40

$36

13

1/27/2023

Brookside Gardens Winter Tour**

PBG0061 400001

$10

$8

13

2/4/2023

Introduction to Plant Propagation – Tropical Houseplants

PBG0016 400001

$40

$36

13

2/11/2023

Everything You Wanted to Know About Pruning

PBG0063 400001

$12

$10

12

2/17/2023

GreenScapes Symposium

PBG0057 400001

$55

$45***

10

* Program Meets Multiple Days ** Multiple Sessions Ofered *** Early Bird Fee
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Register at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org

REGISTRATION

NEW
Improved
ActiveMONTGOMERY
Website!
Open a NEW account
to register.

Registration opens August 15.
To Register Online: ActiveMONTGOMERY.org
To register by mail:

Complete the registration form and mail with your check (or drop of form and payment) to:
BROOKSIDE GARDENS, Attn. Registrar, 1800 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902
Make checks payable to Active Montgomery. No cash payments; payments accepted by check or
credit card only.

For registration information, call 301-962-1451.
Need help opening a new ActiveMONTGOMERY account?
Please fll in all the boxes.
*Last Name

*First Name

Middle Initial

(JR, SR, II, III)

*Daytime Phone
Birth Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

Gender: M/F

Street Address
City, State, Zip Code
Primary Phone

Secondary Phone

Email

Need to register a child? Fill in these three boxes.
*Last Name

*First Name

*Date of birth

Important Registration Information
1. You must open a NEW ActiveMONTGOMERY
account in order to register for any program.
2. We regret that it is not possible to include babies
or children in classes designed for adults, unless
specifed.
3. All programs will run rain or shine, unless a rain
date is listed; for cancellation information call
301-962-1451.
4. FOBG members should enter the
discounted FOBG rate in the Fee column. For
information about joining FOBG, call 301-962-1435
or check brooksidegardens.org.
5. Confrmation of your registration will be made by
mail or email. If an event is flled to capacity, your
check will be returned and your name placed on
a waiting list. You will be contacted by phone if an
opening occurs.
6. Deadline for registration is 7 days prior to event
date, unless otherwise stated. Participants will be
enrolled in the order received.
7. Unless otherwise indicated by the participant
or a parent/guardian in writing at the time of
registration, photographs of participants for use
in Commission publications may be taken while
participating in program activities.
Refund Policy: If a program is cancelled you will be
notifed and receive a full refund. If you choose to
cancel your registration from an event please visit
ActiveMONTGOMERY.org for withdrawal and refund
policies.

❑ Are you requesting an ADA disability-related modifcation?
Payment policy: Due to new PCI Compliance Standards, we can no longer accept credit card payments by
mail. To pay with a credit card, please register online at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org or by phone at 301-962-1451
between the hours of 9:00am-4:00pm Monday through Friday.

Fill out a separate form for each participant. Friends of Brookside Gardens members enter the FOBG rate for each course.
Course No.

Date

Name of Program

Fee

999999

3/1

Sample Program Title

0.00

For information on M-NCPPC’s Fee Reduction Program for
Montgomery County residents, call 301-495-2530.

BrooksideGardens.org

Montgomery Parks, part of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission, encourages and supports the participation of individuals with disabilities.
Please contact the Program Access Ofce to request a disability accommodation:
E-mail: ProgramAccess@MontgomeryParks.org or phone: 301-495-2581.
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1800 Glenallan Avenue
Wheaton, MD 20902
BrooksideGardens.org

GreenScapes Symposium 2023, page 10
Highlighting the intersection of
horticulture and environmental issues

Garden of Lights
Winter Walk-through Light Display
November 18 – January 1
(Closed November 21 – 24 and December 24 & 25)

Hours: 5:30 – 9:00 pm daily
Admission: $10 per person, age fve and up
All timed tickets sold in advance online
ONLY; no tickets will be sold at the gate.
Buses by Advanced Registration Only:
15 – 24 passenger bus/van/limo $150
25 – 35 passenger bus $250
36 – 57 passenger bus $360
Visit BrooksideGardens.org
for more information and to
purchase tickets.

