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PARK AND TRAIL ANALYSIS FOR 
THE UPPER ROCK CREEK VICINITY 

PREPARED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE UPPER ROCK CREEK AREA MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

I. OVERVIEW 

The purpose of this analysis is to consider park and trail needs and their 
interrelationships in the Upper Rock Creek Area of Montgomery County in conjunction 
with the ongoing update to the Upper Rock Creek Area Master Plan. The analysis 
attempts to consider needs for recreation and trails while balancing the desire to protect 
sensitive environmental areas and provide stewardship of our park’s natural resources. 
This Park and Trail Analysis differs from the Upper Rock Creek Area Master Plan in that 
it includes a broader geographic area than the Area Master Plan and more detail on 
proposals for parks and trails. The Upper Rock Creek Area Master Plan will include 
parkland acquisition proposals, and general recommendations on local, regional and 
recreational parks. 

Purpose of Report 

The park and Trail Analysis Report for the Upper Rock Creek Vicinity was developed to 
achieve the following purposes: 

1. To provide a basis for parkland recommendations in Upper Rock Creek Area 
Master Plan (see Figure for Master Plan boundary) 

2. To recommend where additional parkland should be acquired to meet plan 
objectives related to: 

a. Recreation Opportunities 
b. Resource Protection 
c. Trail Corridors 
d. Settings for Historic, Archeological and Cultural Features 

3. To convey general development proposals for local, regional and recreation parks 
in the planning area. 

4. To recommend amendments to the Countywide Park Trails Plan.
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Park and Trail Planning Objectives 

The following park and Trail objectives have guided the recommendations of this 
report: 

• Recreation O pportunities 

Provide a network of parks that meets the many different recreational needs of the 
community and is within easy walking or biking distance of their homes. 
Existing recreation facilities are projected to be adequate through the year 2010. 
A survey conducted by local residents indicate general satisfaction with the park 
system. Most homes in Rock Creek Master Plan are within one mile of parkland. 
This does not always mean park access is available. Sometimes parkland is 
“ landlocked" behind private backyards. Park trails, bikeways and sidewalks must 
be integrated to enhance non-vehicular access to parks. This report includes 
general development recommendations for different parks but recognizes these 
recommendations may have to be modified to adapt to changes in future 
recreation preferences and demands.
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II. RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES 

The Upper Rock Creek includes over 4100 acres of parkland, encompassing 
approximately 36% of its total land area. The majority of this parkland is undeveloped 
stream valley or recreational parkland. It serves to provide areas for recreation, trail 
corridors, protection of natural areas, and preservation of historic and cultural sites. 
Parks in the Upper Rock Creek Watershed serve both active and passive recreation 
needs. 

The M-NCPPC park system is categorized into different park” types” for budgeting and 
planning purposes. The park types are based in part on the service area of each park, 
its physical size, natural features, and the kind of facilities it contains. Figure 2, ” M- 
NCPPC Montgomery County Park Classification System” from the 1998 Park, 
Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Plan, contains a summarized description of each 
type of park, including approximate park size and typical recreation facilities. The Upper 
Rock Creek Watershed includes many types of parks including: regional, recreational, 
stream valley, special and local parks. 

The variety of parks within the Upper Rock Creek watershed include those developed for 
active use, and undeveloped areas for passive recreation use and conservation. They 
provide thousands of acres of woodlands and many miles of trails, contain numerous 
athletic fields, tennis and basketball courts, and playgrounds. They also offer other 
recreation opportunities for ice skating, boating, fishing, golfing, horseback riding, nature 
observation, etc. While they may vary dramatically in size, shape and focus, all of the 
parks provide essential open space and most provide some type of active or passive 
recreation.

-Active Recreation 

Active recreation needs are currently served by one developed local park, four schools, 
and one developed Regional Park that currently serves the Upper Rock Creek Area. 
These parks and schools provide a total of 8 athletic fields available for community use, 
10 tennis courts, 6 basketball courts and 5 playgrounds, as well as water- oriented 
recreation and picnic playground areas at the regional park. The Agricultural History 
Farm Park encompasses 439 acres of parkland and includes farm buildings, agricultural 
fields, and meeting rooms.
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Future Park and Recreation Needs 

1. Recreation Survey of Upper Rock Creek Residents 

A survey by the Granby Woods Civic Association on quality of life issues, included 
questions on future recreation needs, and future needs for currently undeveloped 
parkland. Results of the survey indicated that Upper Rock Creek residents are 
significant park users. The majority of respondents indicated that they used 
Montgomery County Parks 2 or 3 times a month or more. Most frequent reasons 
given for visiting parks were 1) to be outdoors and enjoy nature; 2) use playground or 
other children’s recreation facilities; 3) walk on trails/nature walks, and 4) picnic. 
Residents said that we need more conservation areas, trails, nature centers, historic 
areas, playgrounds, and ball fields. A large majority of respondents felt that park 
facilities fulfilled the recreation needs of their household, are well maintained, and 
safe during the day. Some respondents felt that parks were overcrowded. 

2. PROS Plan Recommendations 

The 1998 Park, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan indicated that existing 
recreation facilities would meet needs of the Upper Rock Creek Area through the 
year 2010. It is anticipated that a new local park may be needed after that time, 
particularly as residential areas adjacent to Upper Rock Creek are densely developed 
and use area facilities. Parkland needed for protection of sensitive environmental 
areas is discussed in other sections of the Plan. 

3. Specific Issues 

A number of Issues were considered with regard to future park and recreation 
needs. These included: 

• Proposals for new park acquisition and additions/major renovations to existing 
parks. 

• Potential future park acquisitions -  additions to stream valleys, Agricultural History 
Farm Park and possible new regional park acquisition. 

• Potential future park development at Gude , M uncaster, and Laytonia 
Recreational Parks, and Winter’s Run and Muncaster Manor Local Parks. 

• Proposal for additional development/renovation needs of existing parkland, 
including Agricultural History Farm Park
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Park Development Proposals 

1. Local Parks 

The following parks are recommended for future park development. 

■ A New Upper Rock Creek Local Park is proposed at Muncaster Rd. and Rt.108,. 
Approximately + - 20 acres of existing open parkland could provide long term 
development of ball fields and other recreation facilities to serve future needs of 
the Upper R.C. and Olney Areas. In addition, trails, a picnic area, and a 
playground should be provided as requested by the R.C. Survey. However tennis 
courts also requested, are not recommended because of decreasing county 
needs for this type of facility. 

■ Winters Run Local Park is proposed for development of a soccer lacrosse field 
and playground to supplement the fields and recreation facilities at the adjacent 
Redland Middle School. 

■ The Bowie Mill Local Park/Sequoyah Elementary site is proposed to be enlarged 
with a small dedication of adjacent land from the Casey Property which would 
permit the expansion of the ballfield. for Community use. 

■ The Muncaster Manor Local Park Site should be kept in agricultural lease. It is 
unclear if it will be needed for future long-term park use. 

2. Regional/Recreational Parks 

The following recommendations are suggested for future development Regional and 
Recreational Parks in the Upper Rock Creek Area. 

■ Muncaster Recreational Park/Pope Farm - The majority of the 105-acre 
Muncaster Recreational Park which is located adjacent to the Pope Farm Nursery 
cannot be developed for active recreation because it falls within environmental 
buffer areas. An area adjacent to Rt.124 is suitable for active development and 
should be considered for lighted, high/impact facilities because it is in an industrial 
area and has access off a major Arterial road. An example of facilities that might 
be considered include indoor soccer or indoor tennis. It has also been suggested 
as a potential site for a skateboard park/and or roller hockey rink. A large 
picnic/playground area would also be desirable. The Rock Creek Survey indicated 
a desire for picnic areas, a playground, trails and nature areas at this park which 
could be partially located in the treed areas. An additional +/- six acres of 
developable land is adjacent to the Pope Farm and may be considered for future 
local recreation use to serve the adjacent subdivision. The Pope Farm serves a 
useful function by growing trees and plants needed to landscape County Parks.
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III RESOURCE PROTECTION 

The stewardship of important natural and cultural resources in the Area is important. 
Stewardship of our County’s best natural resources while providing our residents with 
high quality active and passive recreation opportunities and facilities, requires careful 
balancing between these important, but sometimes conflicting goals. Careful analysis of 
natural resources impacts when planning recreational facilities assures that residents 
can appreciate an area’s diversity of natural resources, as well as enjoy a wide range of 
quality recreational opportunities. 

An analysis of environmental factors within the Study Area is important to show 
significant natural areas that should be protected. This analysis identifies sensitive areas 
using existing mapped resource information to delineate stream buffer areas that include 
floodplains, adjacent steep slopes, mature forest areas, biodiversity areas and priority 
natural areas. 

Controlling storm water, stabilizing eroding stream banks and enhancing aquatic habitat 
are other important ways of helping to preserve natural areas. Methods of protecting the 
streams include installation of storm water management facilities, reforestation, 
establishment of no mow zones next to the stream, and stream habitat improvement. 

The overgrowth of non-native invasive plants in parks has become a region-wide 
problem in recent years, including portions of parks in the Upper Rock Creek Watershed. 
It has been noted by the public as a major concern. 

Watersheds and Stream Valleys 

Protection of the two major tributary watersheds in Upper Rock C reek , Rock Creek and 
North Branch, is essential. Rock Creek, including its North Branch above Muncaster Mill 
Road is a Use III stream, and below Muncaster Mill Road is a Use IV stream. Use III 
streams, or “Natural Trout Waters” are waters that are capable of supporting natural trout 
populations, including propagation, and their associated food organisms. Streams of this 
quality are relatively rare in the county; the Use III area is one of six such areas. Use IV 
streams include cold or warm waters that have the potential for, or are capable of, 
holding or supporting adult trout for put and take fishing. These streams are managed 
as a special fishery by periodic stocking and seasonal catching. 

North Branch of Rock Creek in the eastern part of the planning area (see Figure 5) flows 
southward from Route 108, crossing Bowie Mill Road and Muncaster Mill Road and 
flowing into Lake Frank. The North Branch is the more sensitive tributary of the two in 
the Upper Rock Creek watershed. While there are large forests and wetlands in the 
headwaters, the medium-density development that is present in Olney further east puts 
considerable pressure on the stream. Protecting the headwater resources in a natural, 
undeveloped state is critical to sustaining the cold water habitat of the stream.
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