
 

Outdoor Learning Opportunities…  

March & April 

Spring welcomes us with an abundance of colorful 
flowers, many of which grow from underground 
modified plant stems called bulbs, corms, rhizomes, or 
tubers. In fact, many people classify these plants 
under one general term: “bulbs” (unless you are a plant 
enthusiast or professional, such as a Horticulturist or 
Botanist). Basically, these structures can be thought of 
as special plant food storage units ready to grow when 
the conditions and time are right. They are adapted to 
grow and flower in a short season of cool temperatures, 
typically in the Spring. Read on to learn about these and 
other amazing plant adaptations. 

Spring Flowers, Bulbs  
and other  
Amazing  

Plant Adaptations 



    

    

    

A spring bulb’s flowers are the main show, but leaves play a very important part in making food for the plant and its continued growth. 
Through the process of photosynthesis that takes place in a plant’s leaves, the conversion of the sun
a sugar that the plant uses to grow. After the spring flowering show, the plant
be stored in it’s specialized stem of a bulb, corm, tuber, or rhizome. This food store helps the plant survive the next seasons of adverse 
weather conditions. In addition to bulbs, you can discover many other kinds of fascinating 
plant to survive in its habitat, which is where a plant obtains its basic needs of sun, water, food, and space. For example a plant vine may 
have a coiling stem to help it climb towards light. The coiling stem is its adaptation to obtain more sunlight. Using the chart below, see h
many adaptations you can find in the garden! 

Needle

A coiling vine grows 

towards sunlight. 

Underground corms store food for 

Anemone’s spring flower display. 

Underground corms store food for 

the Crocus spring flower display. 

Above ground roots absorb 

more oxygen from the air. 

Colorful fruit eaten by birds  

helps to spread seeds. 

Tiny scale-like leaves bend easily 

helping winter snow and ice to fall off. 

Tree bark protects living cells under-

neath  that transport food and nutrients. 

Underground bulbs store food for  

Winter Aconite’s spring flower display. 

Underground bulbs store food for 

Grape Hyacinth’s spring flower display. 

      

      

      



   

   

   

s flowers are the main show, but leaves play a very important part in making food for the plant and its continued growth. 
s leaves, the conversion of the sun’s light energy helps to make glucose – 

a sugar that the plant uses to grow. After the spring flowering show, the plant’s leaves will continue to photosynthesize building up food to 
s specialized stem of a bulb, corm, tuber, or rhizome. This food store helps the plant survive the next seasons of adverse 

In addition to bulbs, you can discover many other kinds of fascinating plant adaptations!  These special features help a 
, which is where a plant obtains its basic needs of sun, water, food, and space. For example a plant vine may 

stem to help it climb towards light. The coiling stem is its adaptation to obtain more sunlight. Using the chart below, see how 

Needle-like leaves are less prone 

to cold winds and ice damage.  

Peeling, shedding bark helps protect 

the plant from fungus or parasites. 

Underground bulbs store food 

for Glory of the Snow flowers. 

 
Sharp spines and thick stiff  leaves 

deters animals from eating. 

Underground bulbs store food for 

Daffodil’s spring flower display. 

Underground bulbs store food for 

Squill’s spring  flower display. 

Fall leaf drop conserves the parent 

plant’s food reserve  in the winter. 

Underground bulbs store food for 

Tulip’s spring flower display. 

neath  that transport food and nutrients. 

An early spring wildflower leaves 

spread like a fan to absorb sunlight.  

      

      

      



 Can you guess the meaning of these vocabulary words? 

Draw a line matching the word to its definition. 

There can be more than one answer! 

HORTICULTURIST 

BULB, CORM, RHIZOME, TUBER 

PLANT ADAPTATION 

BOTANIST 

PHOTOSYNTHESIS 

GLUCOSE 

HABITAT 

 

WORDS: 

Brochure content supports MCPS curriculum. 

The plant’s process using the sun’s 
energy to make food. 

 

A place where basic needs to survive 
are found. 
 

The food/sugars that plants make in 
the process of photosynthesis. 

 

A person who studies plants and/or 
grows plants as their professional 
career. 

 

Features that help plants survive. 

 

A modified stem that stores food. 

ANSWERS: 


